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FOREWORD 


interest om the Quality and Quantity of recrestions! apportuntees = urben srees has 
mcreased = recent years. Relsted to tha has been 2 growing concern over the lack of 
substantewe federal asprstance om meeteng urban recreation Genends Feeders! parts 

ach as Cuyahoge Valley Netonal Recrestion Area in Oto, Geteway Nations! Recreation 
Area = New York, Golden Gate National Recrestion Ares im Califorma, and indir Dunes 
“etrone! Lateshore on indkans are af! Gutgrowtis 0° the faders! rote on urban recresteon 
With passage cf Public Law 04.422. winch expared the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund to $900 milhon, Congress ietructed the Secretary of the interior to study the 
needs. prowlerm. and apportunrties for recreation om urben Amenca and to report the 
results by September 28, 1977. Thus study « 2 result of thet congressional mandate 


In the ewtal stages of the netonal urban study (t was Getermined tet recreation 
Mauet and problerns on warraus cites would be analyzed to Geterrmene alternative 
solutrors Therteen Standard Consotdated Statestecs! Areas (SCSAs) ar J four Standara 
Metropol tan Statretical Areas (SMSAs) representing the mayor metropolitan regons 
of the county, were selected for Getaried analyses F reid studies were conducted mm 
each of these areas to meet the fovlowing otyectives 


identify mayor msuves and problerns related to perks and recreation fuming 
and expenditures 


Garn purmdectronal and newghborhood perspectives on the delivery of services. 
adrwn strateve structures, and personne! problerns of recreation supphers 


Analyze the status of planreng research and enwronmmental pragrarn 
Assews the adequacy of the exrsteng apen space and recreational systern 


identify and evaluate sgrificant potential apen space apporturn tres mn the 
Study areas 


Propose aiternatives en ludeng organizational arrangements and begal techrrques 
at each level of governement and im the privete sector, = appropriete ~— for 
prowrdeng recreational areas and protecting apen space and matural and oultur: | 
FeBOUTORS 


To met these otvectives meetings were held with @ aups representeng those agencees. 
organizations and indweduals farwhar with parks recreation and apen apace withwn 
each study area During these meetengs the overall purposes of the study were exp! med. 
nd + nowledgeatle oncthwiduals were asked to enti! and dreouss relevant mauves and 


protiems As es reqwit of these Gacowsnoms, 2 ist of qaues Most appesred to be 
comm~mnan © af! urbe areas acrom te country eas prepared 


Because of the tremendous murnter of governments! Quan Qpubla and prewete recred © 10" 
prowdent om the study sreas. | was Getermuned tat wiected purradcctons case 

tudes be conducted = the wartowt uber areas to acertam more tu'ly the extent of 
recrest.onw! protien Jurmdecteom were selected on the bass of the population 
GntrQuton the wareety and mumnter of problerns and apporturwtses the general 

roy afuca! GatrQuthon, and the somceconom«< cher acterstics of the area. information 
on the recrest:ona! and apen space pysterns om the case ttudees was gathered through 
intenwews ath recrestions! supplen trom governments! quae Qublic and prewete 
agers, aalyen of existing Gate sources, and on site vestigation. Each of the 
purechctroms cluded « the study « wwotved im prowding recreations! apen space 

ard on face tees and pragr arrrreng 


To gen « “grass roots” perception of the jurisdiction. recreation Gelwery system, 

a ournter of newghborhoad a .atyses were complete 1 These analyses comssted of mtervews 
ath meghborhood rewdents community leaders and other mmdrnnduats who were farwhar 
with the study mewghhort.cods and the feetngs of the peaple While the rrerwews were 
not Gewgred to be a statrstecally wald survey the additional information perry tted 
amore Getaded appranal of the adequacy of exiting veghborhood programms and face ties 
and focused on the Gewres of the local resdents A murmur of two newghborhoods were 
whected of each study purradectron to prowde sore varrety om the nexghborhood analyses 


Bewdes 2 study of the puriedictiom, the other enportant facet of the individual 

urben studees was dent: frcatron and evaluation of exiting and potential parks 1d 
open space resources = Those recreational resources with potential to serve mayor urben 
recreatronel needs A combenaetion of intenvews with informed toca! representatives. 
Gata research and gound and aera! reconnensance was used to dentify and study 
thew resources to Geterrmene Pow they cowld he utilized and how potentially 

wg fcant apen space and netural and cultural resources cowld be preserved 


Throughout the Houston Getvestun study publc particmpetron was solicited through 
varus meda Press releases and brochures whch descriled the mayor frndengs of the 
report were Gstributed thraughout the Standard Consolidated Statistical Area (SCSA) 
and an nturmatonal meetrng was hea + “ouston mmmedetety preceding the pron ting 

of the pretvrenary Graft report Numerous agencres and inderduels were grven the 
oppeor'urty to rewew and commen on the report. and a telewmron program was c unducted 
ton .UMT TY 9 Mowsten) to provide information to the wiewers as well as to answer 
ther Questions about the prowron of recreation im the study area 


Thre resuits of the mndrwrcual urhen recreatron stuches have been comprled mmte a 
natronal report That addresses bey urban recreatronal maues The report wel! he 
wb tted to Congress for ther oonsderatron 


INTROOUCTION 


The Houston Galveston Standard Consolidated Stetesteca! Area (SCSA) wtuch « located 
" southeastern Teras encompasses seven Counties totaling anprossmetety 7 200 square 
ren and emctuder the two Standard Metrupultan Stateteca!l Areas (SMSAs) Houston 

ond Gelvestén. Texas Crty 


The Houston SMSA « comprised of Marra, Brazoria, Fort Gerd, Liberty, Montgomery, and 
Walter Counties, and the major cities are Houston, Baytown, and Freeport. There are as 
nwenter of emorporeted areas withun Houston's city bermts, enchuding the crtres of 

Bellare and West University Place and wx willages. The Gelveston/Texas City SMSA 
boundares are cotermmenus with those of Galveston County Galveston Texas City and 
LaMerque are the mayor population centers in the SMISA 


Houston encompasses sore 500 square revies. making it the therd largest crty geographically 
mm the nation The crty of Gelveston, ‘oceted on Galveston istand, encompasses 
apron mately 50 6 square mies 


The purredhctrons selected for analysers em thus study are Houston and Galveston and 

thes respective COwntees. Marres and Galveston Withen these purredictrons an angiyerns 

wat Tadeo” tis Houston nenghborhoads and two Galveston newhborhoods E ight apen space 
areas covering a total of approsmnoatety 126,000 acres. were studied to Getermune thew 

need for protection and thew capabrltees for meeteng apen space and recrestrone! 

needs Four other natural resource areas were studies, to determuene then potential for 
prowl @ additional recreatrunal apportumtees These were the Brazos and Sen Jacinto 
Rwers, Buftaio Bayou, and the Guill Coast beaches 


Houston «one of the fastest growing urban areas in the country and the raped growth 
of the metrapoltan area « an over whetreng influence on the regon With an esteneted 
population of 1 3 mulhon, «@ ranks as Temas largest city and the nation’s fifth 

largest city, and « esteneted thet the population « expending at a rate of 1 500 
person weetly Nearly 80 percent of the SCSA’: popwietion r wdes im Marrs County 
Montgomery County, the northern portion of the study area, 4 the second fastest 
Gown county © the . ovted States 


Popwialon growth o the Mauston Geiveston SCSA « armwig to the growth im other 
erge metrapoltan areas acttwn Teeg The tremendous moregse « aftriuted to es 

net «= mg ator of people to the area The mam forces of ettraction tor these 
wearorvers are The (apy eepaendung ET QOyrment Gaportu™ tes The warm Clemete and 
wr sccew! and Cul tule ater tees 


Thre toltameng table Gapec’s the raped papwistron growt atch « Cheracterat« of 
we wudy wee 


POPULATION GRONTH BY COUNTY T1880 1875 
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A ™aror comoern of thes raped moresse 9 papwietron «4 the morease i Gemend for 

rec reat onal Ggport nwt and the type quantity Qualty and tacation of the 

‘acl tees reqQuered to meet the demand increased growth has res !ted « convertion 
of (and use fromm agreowltural forest and wiidi:fe habrtat lands to rendential 
COmmerercal amd enduetrial lands With thes moregsed dernand for land the cormpetit: 
hes « Gerect effect on the cost of land for recreation and apen apace areas Therefore 
the recreatran related prottern created try ta growth « three foid 1) there «a 

Gow ng demand tur au idoor recree nana apportum te, woh must be prowded fur 
by the lceeted reseuroes thet are avalatle 2) there « an moreased need for expanded 
hou bety COPEnercal tramaportatron and employment facditws amd 3) devetaprnent 
COR pounds The protrern by destroy ing of Garmageng the very resauroes needed to meet the 
om reaed Germ anc tor outdoor recreation 


The orother of urban empannoan om an aiready heavily populated area presents a Ghernwna 
to Gutdoor rec reat-on planners and polcymaters They must often choose whether to 
wuney parts and faceetees im meughhorhoods where land costs are hugh oF to purchase 
oes Papremsewe lands om areas tewng devetaped for residential use 


STUDY AREA 


Nousion golvesior 


Horviord cormodoed 
Hotsico creo 


on 


Blake 2 .GE 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Harres County and the rest of the regon are growing and upng up potential recreational 
resources »n rewdential and industrial developments at such an accelerated rate that 
they are unable to correct deficiencies of the Last or keep pace with present demands. ' 
As 2 result, the gap between the needs and the resources 6 continually increamng. 


There « @ leck of open spece within the city limits of Houston end Galveston for 
gark development, and land costs are high. Houston's lack of zoning discourages the 
city parks department from acquiring smal! land parcels in neighborhoods because the 
residential character could easity Change into industrial or commercial use. Except 
for the efforts of the Houston Parks Board, the city 6 not scquiring parkland and 
does not have an overall «trategy for parkland acquisition erther in neighborhoods 

or trenge areas. (Acquisition will likely be included in the 1979 bond proposal.) 


Finances are a problem for Harris County as wel! as for other governmental units 
im the region. The cost of parks and recreational facilities and maintenance 
has encreased tremendously Severa: park and recreation official expressed the view 


' The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has made a detailed comprehensive study of 
the recreational needs deficrencies, opportunities, and resources of the Houston/G-~ives.on 
reqon The results of this study and recommendations to solve the outdoor recreational 
deficrencees on the area are contamned in the “Regonal Enwronmental Analyses of 
the Houston Galveston Region, Texas Outdoor Recreation Pian,” dated December 1975 
This analysis contains a specific case study of Harris County which cites that the 
outlook for meeting the needs of Harris County 6s considerably worse than that of the 


region as a whole 


that the federal government should estabiah 2 parks and recrestion polcy w.th goals 
od very general standards Agencees that have programs oF actewitees wrth recrestion 
rovld be required to Grrect Trew actewitees to achwewng the goals and standards 

#1 = tha polcy. There showld be better coordination between warious fede: a 
agencess to wmplity programs and procedures, so tocs! government programs wil! have 
a better chance of achwevernent 


A wgtcent problem for center crtres 4 the nigh cost of land. Vacent ‘and mm 
Houston costs beteeen $300 000 and $645,000 per acre im the central city, and $270.000 
per acre for land on the fronge 


Operatroms and marntenance costs are escalating and the city «4 unable to provide 
adequate operstroms and marnienance of existing parks. The parks and recrestion 
Gepartment « unable to ture adequate sta‘! to property operate and manta the 
perks, ana the older am. heavily used oty parks need renovation 


Operations and marntenance costs and emphass on needed capital emprovernents have 
resulted om deficrencres en recreational programrmwng Crty recreation centers cannot 
be adequately staffed to prowide the activities, prograrm. and supervision dered at 
the newghborhood level. By rolicy. Marrs and Galveston Counties are not iwolved in 
providing recreational progr arns 


Local capabeltees to address recreational and open space problems are liruted by 
hugher priorities for other city ‘county services including samtatron, police and 

fire protection, and street maintenence. The rapid growth in Houston, both in area 

and population. puts mcreasng Jernands on services and stranns the city's capability 

to deliver these -ervices Mowever parks and capital impruvernents are becormng more 
mmportant Each purndect) on analyzed has been very resourceful in acquiring and 
developing parklands through donations and bond msues in recent years. For example. 
bond msues were passed in Houston (1973 and 1975) and in Harris County (1973 and 
1976) Although Galveston County voters rejected a $5.000_000 bond proposal, it has 
beer successf| on using private donatrons for estabieshwng its park system 

Both bond funds and donations have been matched through various federal funding 
merstance programs, notably the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Although the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has awarded a significant amount of LWCF monies 
to SVSAs nm the past 5 years, the department has not taken an active role in meeting 
recreational ~eeds mn urban areas 


There « a definite communication gap between the public parks and recreation providers 
and the people they serve. Voter strength « a factor om Getermuring the location of 


perks and tacdrtees 2s well a5 om Getermuneng the relatewe enportance of recreation 
among other city county serwoes Although each jurisdiction analyzed had some kind of 
CrAZen ect mechewen mewghborhood mterwews revesied that people were generally 
unewere of the mechenam or how it worked. Officials srowld reveal problems as well as 
accomplitments to the peaple as part of a continuing program to mcresse the public's 
awareness of how Gecmons are made and how preoritees are vet 


There « 2 need for coordimation among city agencees and between the city and other 
levels of government. For example, lands that are gurplus to the needs of other city 
agencees must be purchased by the cty parks Gepartment at the tur market valve. in 
another example, the Texas Department of Transportation would noi allow interim use of 
lands for recreational purposes, even though the land lay idile for 8 years before it 

wes used for transportation purposes An active policy between the parks department 

wo other city agencies would facilitate the best use of all city owned land. There « 

aso a need for coordination between jurisdictions. 


Although there «4 no regronal enstitutron that has authority to acquire and develop 
perks for recreation, the mechanums for the various jurisdictions to work joinuy 

on common goals are available (see table 11). A more formal regronal authority could 
be useful »n providing regronal parks that would be patronim J by people residing outside 
the purrediction of the park's location 


The existing Open spaces im the study area should be wiewed as an important local 
resource. The urban study tearn analyzed twelve wtes in the Houston/Galveston 
re@on for apen space and recreational potential The water related resources of the 
stream corridors and the gulf beaches were of primary importance. 


Although the apen space areas studied wore not of such outstanding significance to 
merit ynclusion as units of the National Park System, they are locally, and in some 
cases reqonally. sym frcant resources The federal government should continue to 
provide techrucal and financial assistance to realize the resource manag. ment goals 
for those areas The apen space areas are important for meeting the recreational needs 
identifred on the Texas Outdoor Recreation Pian 


However, the areas studved im the open apace analyses will not meet the urban 
recreational deficrencees sdentified at the neighborhood level — they are mot close 

to horne, the devevopment plans are not activity orrvented, and many of the areas are 
more suitable for protection as natural areas than for intensive development as 
recreavione' weas Exarsteng neighborhood parks are used heyond thew capacity, and 
neighborhood contacts expressed a need for more facilites such as ball freids and 
swirnrreng pools Also these apen space areas will not add significantly to the exrsting 
apen spece land bese hecause they are already i public Ownership oF included in a 
park aoqurtitran ond devetapment plan whch 6 nm some stage of enplernentation 


NEIGHBORHOOD PERCEPTIONS 


Sia mengrborhoods in Houston and two in Galveston were selected for a service analyens 
Newgnborhood rewdents and community leaders were interviewed 1m each menghborhood to 
Geterrmune perceptions of recreational needs. probierns, and solutrons at the menghborhood 
level. Collectovely, the service analyses serve as a case study of residents 

perceptions on the recreational delivery systern im these respective newhborhoods 

In addition, several group meetings were held to collect information and to mentify 
probierns and sues 
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RIVER OAKS NEIGHBCRHOOD — HOUSTON 


Recommendshons were made wihuch called for changing the tax laws 50 that “open 
mece would be taxed 25 Gpen apece and not af its Peghest and best wee. it was 

aso revesied that 2 group of recrestronal faulty Ow vers 6 working On Changing the 
law. The Bayou Preservaton Arsocmaeteon supported en ordimance whch recommended 5 
percent muremum of apen apace lands im all areas of the city. Tha ordinance, however, 
wat Gefested by the cty council 


Other suggestroms made included the following 


The city of County should soquire land slong beyous as it becomes averiable 
The land would prowide open space and near recreations! opportunities. 


Nonstructural. flaod contro! measuret should be used to preserve natural 
fiaodplarss and to protect open space. 


Private industry sould be encouraged to prowde for more recreation areas and 
faceltees 


Federal o state assistance could help to solve some of the problems if 
red tape and other requirernents were reduced 


THIRD WARD NEIGHBORHOOD — HOUSTON 


According to perceptions of newiborhood contacts, the recreational needs on the 
Third Ward neighborhood are so great that any moreate im parkland, facilities. and 
prog ans would be an emprovernent. Providing most of these services was viewed as the 
responsibility of city government. Further, the services should be responsive to the 
expressed needs of the neighborhood and not dictated by the city 


Community recreatron centers are definitely needed en the Third Ward Rewsdents felt 
these centers could remedy many of the expressed concerm, proMierns, and recreational 
needs. and provide supervised recreational prograrns for all age groups. They should 

te operated year round and after schoo! Consideration should be gven to both indoor 
and outdoor actrvitres. These centers would be especially valuable to the elderly as 

it would prowede them an anportunity to meet and socialize with others and would 
provide continued exposure to the youth of the community 


There « a percewed need for additional parks wither thw, Third Ward. There are a 


number of enall vacant lots that cowld be develaped to satisfy the neighborhood needs 
The aperatron and mamntenance of these smaller parks could be more costly than those 


asocsted with 2 larger cart =o solve tha problem, the oty mowld explore the 
posit) of having mewgfborhood orgauzatioms take Over aperaton and mauntenace 
tuncthons At least one such orgatuzation expressed 4 ailiengress to atau that role 

if the crty would p’owsde the tacts Readents suggested that af! parks wm the 
newgfborhood should Le ughted whenever posible - « wowld extend the how's of part 
ue and corte! th setety problem 


ASG tonal saumnTEng pacts are needed to releve the heavy COmgestion at the two 
exesteng pools. Ore solution wowld be the sqwestment of several portable pools that 
could be tramaported throughout the newhborhoos on « xheduled bass Funds to 
comstruct Guidoor saemrnung tacetees Could be made avalatle by the use of Cormemmrty 
Develapment (CD) funds comtyned with the LWCF 


Corsdering the Third Ward's prosumity to several unverwtees apporturwtes to utilize 
coflege students for setteng up and runmeng recreations! programms should be explored 
Ths would assent the meaghborhood in getteng thew Genred superveson and also 
provide an apporturty for the stuctents to gan eaperenne 


OAK FOREST NEIGHBORHOOD - HOUSTON 


Oak Forest resents beteve that there «s sufficrent open space im existing parks 

along beyous that could be developed to meet percenwed facility needs and prowde 
more drverwty of recreatronal apnortumitres mmnchuding bel! fretds swarming pools, 
and staffed recreation centers One resident recommended a tot lot withen 6 blocks 

of every house to acoorm-madate well clwidren. (Lighting strowld be provided to extend 
ute and to wenprove safety ) Controtied goun access to schoo! facertres with someone 
" Charge cawhd be used e* schools not apen for recreation. This techruque has reduced 
varvjalern at one elernentary school im sie ~™*ghiborhood 


MAGNOLIA NEIGHBORHOOD - HOUSTON 


From drscussoms with Magnolia newghborhood residents it appears that there great 
potential on the area for « proved recreational tacwties. There 6 a degree of 

Statylity arnong residents there ms potential fe the city to draw upon the services 

of volunteers to help mmarntarn the parks and other recreational facelitres, and there 
can be emproved security + crtizems cooperate with the pole and other leaders mm 


Magnotha Part 
One of the needed services im the area 6 an emproved tranet system. The city may find 4 


useful to comsder mncreawng bus service om the area or re routing exiting service, 
partroularly On weekends to enmprove access to parks 
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Fone y The ren@ents telsewed thet the storement.onet Changes ad umproverents 
woud induce Greater use of the parts exciting Duvidengs and other facilities and 
prowde the tend of Gwerw fication and yes round use Comedered most feasible to 
chee Pts Of thee meer cd COMET TUM y 


Moody Pare rendenrts eapremed « need for more \ghted tel! feids to ease the pressure 
om the werette fet afech « equgped tor raght play in addition renmdents mnd:cated 

2 rwed tor onc reaued city nwolvemnent There appears to be a potential role tor the 

pr ewate sector on the omprovement of recrest.one! apportunrtees on the Moady Part 
nexgmborhood Soecrfically several ra. ‘road compares Houston Light and Power and 
2 muenber of prwaete compares have a seg ficant amount of rght of way and wacant 
ond on the neughborhood whch cowld be des gred for recreational wee With full city 
tae omg and strong mexghborhood sapport there « the potential that these lands cowld 
relveve some of the pressure on esrsting mexgyborhoad facets 


Another rote for prwate enterprise that  recogrzed by mnewhborhood residents is 

the development of a “Meacan Plaza“ The plaza or mall wowld be built on Coronado 
Street and would be premariy a newghborhood mprovernent proyec’ with mmplications for 
recreation and terswre terme actrwrtres 


SHARPSTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD — HOUSTON 


Rewdents of the Sharpstown newhborhood have access to a wide min of public and 
prewate recreational ectewtees However as the area has expervenced such a rapid 
morease « pope latron sence 1970 parks and recreational tacelitres have not kept 

pace with the growth An moreased murmber of local recreatronal centers. with adequate 
staffing for darly and weekend pragrarnrmng would alleviate sorne of the probier: 
dent: fed by Sharpstown rewdents There is a potential for eniargeng the Sharpstown 
Park to include vacant property located across Brays Acres Drive This additional space 
cowld allow for mew caowrt games such as baskhethel! handbel!, and tenn 


The exmteng fload centro! district nght of way aiong Grays Bayou proves an 
excetient lacatron for a brkeng or sog@eng path The former Sharpstown Country Club 
(now bankrupt) cowld also be used for recreation outings The Sharpstown Civic 
Association 1s emcowrageng the city to purchase the praperty (ower 160 acres) 

for «ee a6 a public park with hiking and Biteng tras, prorme areas, gs!f © uree 

and other recreatronal facilites 
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The surrrmer youth pragram under CETA should be re ewsiusted t0 Commder its effecteveress 
trom the weegpoent of the local part Grectors Spec! commderstion Piowld be gven 

to th amount of superwson tome required of CE TA employers and of ths has any effect 
an the Quantity OF Quality Of pragranms prowded to lace! users Another method # uch 

om wagetied to help prowde recreation for the 14 16 age group was the enpir yment 

of tormer college athietes at staff for aports pragramns Im addition to apereting the 

worth programs these indwruals would prowde 2 DOMt we role made! for area youth 


Fine y a ee@ent who am oterwewed ind:cated that mary Doaerpstown rendents would 
probably be wall ng to agree to an mmcregse im local tenes «f fat would en prove the 
Que''ty of City woes — emchudung recreation 


ALAMO NEIGHBORHOOD - GALVES "ON 


Although there «= good cooperation between schoo! dretricts and ihe perks depactment 
for jot wee of schoc grounds ths showld be extended to include use of the schoo! 
Lait. 29d @yrenawurns With praper prograrmrmeng and superwisron the per cewed need 
t+ year rownd wndoor recreation cowld he met without hewing to construct a new facility 
wecifically for recreatronal wee it was suggested that revenue shaving funds be 

used to atsorb mamntenance costs 


To atewre adequate open apace om the future (t was suggested thet new houwsng projects 
showld Be required to inchucte park areas on the develapmment it was further suggested 
that the city Cowld purchase cundernned prapertres raze the buridengs and estabirnh 
parks on che ernpty lots 


O'CONNELL NEIGHBORHOOD - GALVESTON 


Since land «6 at a prema on Galveston multiple use of schoo! facelitres 6 exsential 

tc eawng recreations demands Supervised evening weekend and surnmer use of borh 
indoor and outdoor faceitees at the parocthal and public schools wowld help solve the 
short age of facriitees without constructing new Bu ricdengs 


The enweronrmental education pragrarnns cowld be expended at mo cost to the schoo! 
Gretrect by enieteng the ad and expertise of persons affiliated with local agencies oF 
orgamzatronms such as the County Agrow'tural Extemson Service Moody Marine College 
US Feh and Wediite Service, oF the Coast Guard Awnihary 


A program at the San Jacevte Schoo! effectively utrized the skills and tmowledge of 


wero Ch Zens and created enterchange between age groups A resdent of the Gulf 
Breeze wermor Crlizens apartrments asernsted with a gardening pragrarm at the shoo! 
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ALTERNATIVES FOR DELIVERY OF RECREATIONAL 
SERVICES AND PROVISION OF OPEN SPACE 


FEDERAL ROLE 

he Tedera’ rote Growld be qgurded by a Natrona! Recreatian Potn y to provide CooTramea}t}tw 

’ texcjeral or yy’ arr’s at tex Tere the Gelrvery of recreatrora! serves pragrarnrs ermpioyrmer 
“” |. # Gu rh tT ror are Gevwe Gprrvert of "ew oer cars t herrverts of the porrty 


a / ePycs | iw »é scte rect are 


. 7 ere chil age [rr vate owestrment and Gonmatroan 
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morntewes tor (ace! government to moresse recresticon expends ives im 
reg Oor?.cads 10 ete COT Tel more \wmabie 


mocertwes tor lace! governments to coordinate al! funding at the toca! 
‘eve’ attere the Geiwery system gars into eftect 


erperded rewea ch and intormateon Gasemmetcon on recreations! Geliwery systens 


moentwe to encourage lace! government to mores wee of LWCF funds on 
negGrborhaad parts on Mgnty urbenred areas 


Gerectrves to tedera! land management agemcees (emchuc ing military estates 
ments) to manne use of federal land: for genera! public recreations! 


purpows 


requirements of full and comtemuwed Gubler mnwolvernent on proyects weeng 
tedera! * onds 


develaprment of umform procedures °n applyrng for and werng af! feder a! 
recreation funds or pragr arms 


Tre Corps of Eng@neers should apply nonstructural flood contro! measures siong 
beyous to protect one of the few "ermarnwng apen apece resources partiowlarly on 
Harris County im Galveston the Corps of Engineers should develap spor! Gepost 
wte plans to create more recreational open space 


The Comprehensive Employment and Trang Act (CETA) pragram needs to powsde more 
eaperrenced supervisory personne! and provide bette: ;ob orrentatron to tramees so 
that they can be more effective employers 


\f requested the Nat-onal Part Service should prowste techrucal azentance to the 
city and county of Galveston on dealing with beach use and overcrowding on Galveston 
island 


The Netronal Park Serve the US Forest Serve and other anprapriete federe! 
agencies om Coaperation with Texas should mate enwronmental education materwzis 
avaliable to the schoo! dretrects and prowde techrucal aserstance om Gevetapreng 

loca! Prograrns and tramung metre core 


The ” > vareng formule cowh be adpusted to requrre that @ certamn ammount be 
ur ' and recreatrone! purposes 


The LCF act grould be erreretied to 


or au’ age er Geerager ent of regio cred pares om The hegh's othe ved ane 
(par teary er Coty areas) Dy eoregeeng Me teders mare of Surederg 


ork Ou! ape Gert ad Continued pub mo wolverment i he aogee tor Geermagrent 
or aragemnen! of pets and ape space Dy eQur ig Guta wOlwrr ent OF @ 
Comte we”? gray ann? bass 28 8 Cond tro” of abtarwng tater a tures 


gered wee ot (WCE torts tor noe as we! a GQutdoo recreeteones tani tes 


&) teoer sand aregernent ager es (wed genes author ty ad emotes to var 
et author ty tO Gevetap recrestions lewd ad tarts 


There growtd te ‘ecers agency Gewrtap men! end augapeort of sem mer and eee? Cowra 0 
pare ard FOC reeTEO” fh atemmg area Mh eo te met thee O@urees Prowtd te aaa atl to 
‘oders! etete end toce! pert and remr° oo Geren 


Trere showtd te tedera! subedty through the US Department ( Tranapertetion tor the 
Grveaperent and ape atrum of gute tranapertatcon sytterns (er moreaee recreet core 
agportume tes tor urban Owetiers 


Tre Eweoutwr Orders and Legeteteon Act srowld be enacted to permet (0 menegnary | 
o 0 &w Our age The each ange of | tera lands aot tow reCreet ore peter tial om 

ore ba Ped areas tor pr rwate lars om Pegity urhenred erees of Pegh reorest ones 
poteota@l and prewete land om areas of hgh recreet-one coeds 


‘vow tuted e Sms reCe weg federa funds oF reguer ing tedker se permits gre id pr ovate 
pert: and recreet-one areas as @ Cond tron of tedera anprowe! 


STATE ROLE 


The state showtd Gevelup am actrve pole y fer ageretemng © aertweng cortharn ree Peet ccna 
rr OR @rrg 


The state showld comeder moregerng its role partwowlarly om the areas of reamerch 
ad Pee rOrvrner ta educator amd tumd utque ghar’ tere Germaretratron aerees 


Coreetier ator shoe cd be gwen to oreeteng @ state gant — ed pragram™ afc wowld be 
weed «© fonare ong large regq@ane!l parts ahere more than ome purradeetron «© parte qpat ing 
m the provect (Swoh legeletran has the aagmert of the Tessas Parts ancl Wied: te 
Departement and many tacal part profeweeanaets A th! was mtraduced om the 1977 
eg vi atrwe seee-on ful wes MOT reper ted aut 


The sirte Srawid groewd> tectweca apat cr to lace ar acto pertewlaty 
° DewNg Od Ene mrorernen tae e@ul as «rr 


Lop eter Proud be Core ered afc wauid "ewe ape” Epa”e od ap w'.ule and 
owren or Bay ing tenes at Seghest ano Gest uae Present!) landowners are forced to 
we! 00 Gewrtaper’ Gecause Try Caterot Bey The hgh teem and Gp” apace ant? part 
potent «et (A Bel etc erauld awe reau ted cower tenes tor farniy farms 
teed te pas Gureng the 197) Teas apaietwe wea | 


The gtete Prowl? sea 8 Cale rt te angering ape gpace lavts ae have 
potent. tor sererng The ee cieng and o tutu © recrestcons seeds of ure pape laters 


LOCAL MOLE 


Vad tory part Ged« ator ordenarnces Prautd be ews hed eapeceay © fapedly 
Towne COT TES 1O aamerre The prowmon of ape = gacje ‘or reedents — new 
devevagrrents (9 the Mousten Galveston area only me city of La Porte arnt Galveston 
Come ty awe tere? af or denamnce Other commen tan mchudeng Mauston Mave at tempted 
fo Peete eT aeedie reqgucremmernts But have Been unauccessty! A b'. Before the 1977 
Teva @@satur® would have Gerwed lace governments the rght to create such 
rae Howewer loca Gnpoeton was tuffcwnt to Cause the Bell to be aithdrawn 


(oe fart ad RC reat Or agemc@es showld devetap better macharens tor two wey 
(Oru ato” Betawern the gui and the part agency i9 parteowlar the publ shrowid 
te ade more amare of berm tatrons and Gotentials aitien the en rsterg plarwreng and 

de Or at ong Prooess as They offect parts and recreation 


Fah COCO per ated COP mum ty smhawld Gevetap « wort atte parts and recreation polwy 
ar master pan) as ave!! a8 @ Caprial emprovements prag am 


Pare and reoreetoon off cats gawd comtemue to actewely puraue ver of fectera state 
ard er eate Sorderg seerrOe8 a8 @ Means to stretch bem ted lace! revernes 


Parte wi arly O peat ane Tears ahem are eRperrencmng Continued growth land wee 
pr arrrng and Fare e@ oF adenanoes oawld be comedered as a means to Marntam apen apace 
Oa wrk) POpurer omg oemetate pute AOgurtion of those areas 


Loree eet hes arent ent ate efficremnt methadts of tramsterrierg gusrprturs preter! 
pregerty amor fume tora! Geyartements of a semghe put adhe TOM arte? COmEc§r tent 
vaste of fonda Ths aot’ attow the part agency to aooRpt land ard terrtdengs mot 
comet Py ameter agree y arte! (ost 


Local park and recrestion Gepartments should promote the maxemum use of existing 
tacrhtees wrthen thee puresdectson by estabirstung of expanding multiple use 
agreements with public agencees at al! levels (schoo! district. flood contro! district, 


U.S. Corps of Engineers, etc } 


Local governments should establish a policy of contimunng general public invorvernent, 
imcludeng general public workshops withen affected areas 


Local government should rnvestigate mechanrerns for local (ne.ghborhood) develop nont 
and contro! of both facilites and programs within the framencrk of the budgeting 
process 


PRIVATE ROLE 


Foundation, such as Moody and Cullen, should continue to make donations of both land 
and money. Corporations should donate money or real or personal property that has 
potential for public parks mn the neighborhood where thew employees live. Private 
enterprises should estabirsh recreational faceltres and prograrms for employees and 

the general pubic, Purchase of equipment for parks would also be helpful 


The cites and counties should coordinate more closely with the United Way and other 
agencies that influence the recreational delivery system to mentify common objectives 
and to set funding priorities 


Unrversitres and enstitutrons of higher learning should make the community more awere 
of the resources they have available vo meet urban recreational needs Potential resources 
inchude land and facilitres as well as research information and ‘student power’ to 
prowrde supervision and organized actrvitres at parks 


Citizens should continue to seek input mnto decrsons through existing mechanierns (or 
create new ones) and by voting in bond referendurns 


Citizens cvn also serve as park and program volunteers by providing supervision and 
activity guidance and provideng transportation for elderly, handicapped and econormcally 
Gisadvantaged residents 


Labor urmons showld donate money, manpower and equipment for park construction 
Private landowners should conmder selling or donating conservation or recreation 


easernents to governmental agencres (mn order to protect apen spece and natural areas. 
especially along streams and beyous in the area 


> | 
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Varrous aspects of urban recreation were studied in the Houston (Galveston SMSA to 
determune recreational needs, problern and solutvoms The mapor areas of concern were 
recreational resources, and planned and potential exparmion The data gathered helped 
to define the present and future apportunitees for recreation and displayed the need 
for snnovative approaches to acquisition of recreational apen space. 


FINANCING 


The following budget information reflects the 1976 budgetary year so that comparisons 
can be made nationwide. The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (BOR) recognizes that 
recreation 1s a dynarmc phenomenon, and conclusons are not drawn on the bess of 1976 


figures alone 


RELATIONSHIP OF RECREATION BUDGET TO TOTAL JURISDICTION BUDGET 


As the accompanying tables show (tables 1 and 2) recreational expenditures im three 

of the jurisdictions (Houston, Harris County, and Galveston County) represented a 

very small portion of the total 1976 budget for local services. The relatively high 
percentage (13.8 percent) of the city of Galveston budget winch was devoted to recreation 
and parks « indicative of the emphasis placed on tourist orented recreation, a very 
important facet of Galveston's economy. The per capita expenditures for recreation 

in each of the two cities analyzed im this study was more than Geowble the ammount spent 
by thew respective countees The per capita recreational expenditures for Houston 
wmcreased to approximately $275 in 1977 because a recent bond asue created « 70 percent 
morease om the recreation and parks budget 
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TABLE 1 


AJRIGOICTIONAL BUDGETS 1976 
Pert ont Recestoor t agent tures 
_ferabcuen low Expetern §_ Amount Sommup o tows, 
Moston 42) 40 $14 70O OO 34 
Marrs County 4 OY) OOO eo 1s 
Gaevo 7.472.700" 1.078.000 8 
Gestion Canty 3.700.100 6% GO 1s 


“Coty Dudiget plus the recrest-ons! expenditures of the Part Board of Trustens 


TABLE 2 
1976 PER CAPITA EXPENDITURES FOR COMMUNITY SERVICES 


he Cope Expentieere 
Oe See Peputcucn ' Recreetor Sree, Roads Potee fwe 
Moustor 1 376,800 $ 70 $24 6 $50 30 $2876 
Marrs County 1963 600 326 V7 397 oM 
Gaveston @ 100 17.0 976 7 9 72.71 
G eveston County 182 OOO 108 ™ O01 NA WA 
‘1978 popuietion estimates 
NA Gate “ot ewariatete 
PARKS AND RECREATION INCOME 


The sowrces of parks and recrestion income for 1976 waried greatly for the four 

purrachec tons under study (see table 3) Hous. on depends heavily on earmarked revenues 
(premartly ad velarum taxes) for thew aperstonal budget. while Galveston 

pomarty utelizes user Charges and apprap iatrons fromm general city funds Galveston 
County uses general county appropriations fur a large percentage of its parts department 
budget and Marrs County mates extensive use of federal grant mores 


The parts Gepertment personnel om the four purredectrons characterized most sources of 
recreations! inoome as hewing “good timing” (eee table 4). In other words, the funds 
were avelable when they cowld be best planned for and utilized by the parts department 
The major exceptions were revenue bonds and donations whech were rated far to 
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“poor,” BOTH om Here wd im predictaPlity. The predictability of funding 
evedabelity wered from poor idonstons) to excellent (earmarked revenues) While 
mast furmdeng Categor ses were gen s good rateng there were exceptom Geners! 
Obigeton bonds and feeders! gants were gwen audely varying ratengs =m Gifferent 
wradcthom The poor predictability rating for feders! grants was ettributed 
premarily to uncertarrtes m= the CETA program. i.e. congressional appropristion 
Greys 


TABLE 3 
SOVACES OF PARKS SYD RECREATION ®OOME 1976 
ae of Tout Pert ond Rewestier Butget 
Sowes eee =. Mere Coty = Geese Gtr Coty 
Gone e apgr Og ator 24 162 30 62% 
of toca! governement 
far art ed ever ues 2 0 0 0 
of tana! gover’ cent 
Gone: a oy gator bends 64 1 0 0 
Reverse Merwts 0 0 0 0 
User charges and fees 0 0 wo i?) 
Comeess-or oy af tes 0 0 80 0 
and tees 
Federal gaits ‘4 64 a0 eo 
State wants 0 0 40 25 
Path gh) and o4 0 26 60 
Dew af vores 
Ovmer (-oterest) feed is) 0 60 13) 
ond eg. @rmen! sale 
tou! oo yao 100 100 


TABLE 4 
TIMING AND PREDICTABILITY OF INCOME FOR PARKS AND RECREATION’ 


Houston Mara County  Gavestor Gateestar County 


Gone # T emery . « t 
ar OF atoors Predec tatty t 6 t 
t arm arted Tomy * 
ewes 6 reac tate ty a 
Gere # T mireg ~ . 
Gtigetron Bordts = - Pregectaterty & Cc 
Revenue T mr Cc 
terres Predectate ty Cc 
User fees Tomer A & * 
Prec tatty A & ta 
Comorsscon a | A & t 
Oy altos Prodectatwity & & C 
£ mete aw Tom cry A x Ld & 
gers Pred ct aby! ty A Cc *) '¢) 
Stew T ming & & 
gents Prec tate ty & & 
Dorvet ors Jom ng Cc ¢) 0 & 
Py obec tatty Cc '*) 0 0 
Prec tate ty 0 


A excetiet 6 good C ter D pow 


; leterest toes ar) eq eqgprmernt sates 


The percentage of funceng whch was dered from federal pragrarns varres between 

54 perce’ i 647 percent, and the per capita expenditures for parks and recreation 

trom all federally tf. ded programs wertes from $83 to $27.11 for the 1976 Gucdget year 
(tattes § through 8) The LWCF Revenue Sharing oragram, Community Development progr arn 
and CETA turds were the primary sowrces of federal mores 


0 OFMER OOO 
bm goy mort 
Travrwng (CE TA) 


HMouseng and 
Urber Devetap 
vert Vaoutm 
6 mgmoy ment 
P og arm 


Federa! Prog am 


Revenue 
Dang 


Core Oe os we 
E mgr oy ment aru 
Te arr 


P ty Serve 
6 egy erent 
Met 


HOUTTON 

Two of Loe KBr ee Arron t fe pend ture 
§ retherng wring Agency oor Pe Cape 
Cotegor cal Tenas Parts & “oD + 
ge ard Wadite 

Dene tet 
Bioce Grant Office of De 740 GOO oe 

Vayor Poiwy 

Prarwring Des 
Categor ca! 1.390 470 ve 
ve 
Categer «a 240 O40 i) 
ve 
Tete pe Cage te ee pend tere $1.77 

TABLES 
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR PARES AND RECREATION 1076 
HARRIS COUNTY 

Type of Let Rb res Bororeet fe peed terre 
F oondong toring Agency ‘er Pe ( aerte 
Binet (it esleaint iad on) 
Gr art Court $1 628.170 $s 
C ateger a 1683770 he, 
Gor art 
Cat ger ve a! 932 000 4? 
Cor arnt 
Total per Cap te empend-ture 62.41 
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TaAmLt? 
FEDERAL PUNDONG FOR PARES AND RECREATION 1976 


CITY OF GALVESTON 
Tyee of Ce Om res Arrow | € ogee torre 
Fadere Progen 4 ru mg toreng Agency oer Po Cope 
Carrere ty Boece Gan Coty of Satveston s$ «<= $s 7) 
Ce wervogerre Office of Grants 
wre Vevagene' 
Ree Pwo Bioce Grant Coty «* Gatveston 70 oop 1% 
Of .ce of Srants 
ord Varese omen 
Tow pe caps expert ture s\ 2) 
Tames 


FEDERAL PUNDING FOR PARKS AND RECREATION 1976 


GALVESTON COUNTY 
faderw agen Type of emt RAmeows Brenan! fe pet ture 
Fonte tering Agenry wor Pe ae 

\ art and Wave Cegere Temas Parts Ss Oo ss 
Conservator Cree ord Wid te 
Fund Departmen’ 
(Omens ve Caregen ca! 20 Goo 11 
£ mgroy ment ene ot amt 
Teme 
Nee ght Mo nemt ( ateger ce 20 900 1 
You Corp ora 
wre) 
Vout ( oneer ( ateger cw 70 Ga oe 
voto Corps Gr art 
‘voc! 

Tle ee caer On pert tore ®) 


COP) t oP rape bers ea Ser tenance equines @ i a {nar grew Fee ey 
Gavestor s pet and recreation Phage 


PARKS AND RECREATION EXPENDITURES 


The percentage of funds afuch were spent for Cae Ls" OrOvr™ments atten the four 
pur acectsO™s & roen m table 9 Hourton s Caprtal em™provement expend tures have 
wexressed, thus reflects the passage of 2 parks bord qaue ad the reieted capathiity 
of wre es weder warty of federal program funds 


Tame 6 
PARES AND RECREATION LEPPOITURES BY FUNCTION. 1876 

Lecipehueatl Marrs Camenty eee 

Roemer f * Borer BS +S iooms bom  S * 
Capt Expentawe §= 2000) «(Oe «66s poo'ees) = SOD OD 
Oper a -or and 
Ven eo arwe 746 «668 644600 822 600 OOO 21 
Pog ares 273é 7 688 72 o@© 
Parry and 
Tare 14) 600 19 mio «(O06 17> «602 $ OOO 37 
Owner 
Zam Pe ©) ie & | 
ference Actewtes 8) 7 
Tow 4700700 00 66082001000 ‘eri eoo tee 6M 6M 


‘Tine figure tor Marries County mohketes fot) Capital empewt* °e ad ager ator and marvtenaence 


TAPLE 10 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES FOR PARES AND RECREATION 1876 


Moree tere Marrs Comm ty (ahem (eatwontore (omen ty 


egers tor $% 8g COR NA 0 $40 OC 
he ve ogre 1 1 ORO OME $) 6 coo &O Oa 
Rematr) tet 440 000 273000 20 OC) 
ord 2 1 = wa $198 a0 beo 008 


A Dete (et ober down omte Mhese categer es 


Oper stom and mantener Costs (Epresented «xg fcant portion of the 1976 pares 
ord recrestcon ope Gtures © wl tau puradction ew) red The parts Gapert ment 
” ouster « reaporsder tor memtenence of parts ow pat fants ad Merten we 
OF rer ut CE ee and street trees froughaut fe ct, od (wee Mouston The 
OgIeT stars ad maertenaenoe fapure tor Mauston sso moludes The functors of Te part 
poke — 2 traned body of officers ato ewe puredction Orly atin he parts of the 
Cty and at Late Mouton 


Getveston and Ga veston Caunty awe @ uteQue arn tenencr prothern ach COTE an & 
wy fcant portion of thew expenditures The Geacthes on Galveston isan’ area 
recrestons Gewmetion tor sumeroust Maustornes ad vacateaoners trom more Getant 
frown ts Whe tis resauroe generates moome tor the lace! tawr st oF serted th eeeners 

(t ao reQurres 2 large eaperndtwre of funds tor beach mamtene we (agproes wtety 

$76 GOO = Galveston Cownty ad $773. G00 om the city of Gatveston) Grants trom the 
state of Tenas help Getray a portion of those costs The expenditures tor i teguards 
wore Galveston 1 32 mees of beaches are mctuded «— the aperatrons and mantenanwe 
fqures The i feguards are tramed and superwrsed Dy the Cry poor Gapartment 


The two CQunty part agence: do not Prowse any recrestional pragrammrng But Moaustan 
Parts and Recreation Department devotes simost 20 per lent of ots 1976 budget to 
Crag arr 


Galveston used sigh thy ower 2 percent of its moore tor serdar Purposes 


Each of the purradhctroms Gevotes a small portion of (ts buciget co plarweng and 
tr ae reerng 


USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS BY PROGRAM 


Tre tecer al fundeng wfoh « used for parks and recreation expenditures fats mto 

two bee Categorres Capital (aogurirtrom Gevelaprment and refatpriitatron) and 
manpower The Land and Water Conservation Fund Comemumty Devetapmment amd Revenue 
Sharing mores fall onto the first category and are applied toward the purchase of 

land and devetapment of faciites The LWCF is a categorical gant wich prowdes 
matctwng funds to state and toca! agencres for capital recreation expenditures The 
Corr ty Devetapmment and Revenue Sharing mores are black grants wich cam be wand 
tor murmerous purposes other than recreation The second category of federal funding 
mchudes mmrarwes from CETA the Youth Employment Pragram the Newmborhaad Youth 
aren (NYC). and the Youth Conservation Corps (VOC) Emptoyees tured under these 
prog arns Go varrous tasks according to the needs of the loca! agency and the afplivtees 

of the applecants Jobs have mctuded Grafting supervison of recreational progr arms 

for young oPwidren and marmtenance and reper of parts and reoreatronal tac rites 


AREAS OF CRITICAL EXPENDITURE OFF ICHENCHES 


Regrets fron eat of Te pur atactorw part Caper tment esprew.s weed to 
200 Tors HONEY OF ways tO StretC Ter escteng fun ff gener es Try are wel 
amare of e eerety of “edere sauroes of tunieng os eel a prwete faundeteor 
Oreos od eT power mestance trom eoiuntee gown There of Te proteen arenes 
Pe? stared aut are Te ee tremens agh rerer Coty ard BOQue tee COSTS Momo” 
Te espera of Dea? maertenewe oF Galveston ised avd the laure of @ rec ert 
parts Gon’ aaue tor Galveston Caunty Aternetwe progam: to land aogu@ tern an" 
oocoeened vlete sectarwe for beac? Cleawng ad \teguards @ Gu" Coast areas ate 
et act (Orweednn? recrestonets Cowid help to sltewete The protiens 


Tre Galveston County Parts Oenartrnent « actwety ort ing oF getteng thee bored 
eat Peter Ted for The oes! genes electron Decaver The murney @ necesaary for 
omatctwng tedera gant: A promary sternetwe to atdvtrone tundieng « moressed 

OGRE BTU BONG © ar ut GOVRT ern ta agence (artis Gach pcradec tee” and tetanen 
pet ee Tors) ard omereened lor om seme Canes ew tea! Comtacts for) coardmeteon 
Geter publi geo and anprapriete private or “omprof] Commu!) Organs atoms 
auch as the YMCA churches garden chute and comEervetion orga zations 


AOWINISTRATION AND PLANNING 


ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 


Local Pergectwer on Putin Agency Reaporedtedlety 

tn the opeman of most of the memghborhoad contacts the city showld have premary 
reaponety ty tor prowmon of recreatonal services Although there was cccasonal 
mention of the use of stete oarka oF possible County aogu wtron of apen space the 
prem ary emp anrn was. newgmborhoad facetaes When imtervewees were Quest corned 
on the rote of the state o fader # governement they mdmeted thet the prowmon of 
furdeng wowld te apprapriete but contro! or aperation of lace! facets should 
remnaen on the hands of the loca! government They did not want to have @ remote 
agency of the state or fecleral gower nement manageng @ tacal facrlity 


Most of the purradhctronal representatives agreed with the nerworhood imtery ewees 
thet the state and federal governement showid mot be held @ countable for actual 
aper.ton of tacrivtes but they saw a need for comtinwing or moreased state and 
teder a! finances! asestance for aogurertion and develapment of recreational fac i tues 
There was @ Gretinct difference of apron as to the rote of the federal governement 
cComcerreng the financial burden of aperating and v.ontarwng toca! parts Some 

pe i Ona! Personne! saw potential for expanding the permitted uses of the 

LWCF but others feared thet the effectiveness of the fund would be severely lemited 
if ots scape were to be broadened segrw ficantty 


The vows of toca! mdriduals bamenally reflect the present stuation im the Houston 
Ga'veston SCSA While there are many parts and prag arms which have recewed tecer a! 
ference aueretance there s ory ome area wheeh is federally aperated (Sam Mauston 
Natrona Forest) and three whem are state aperated (San Jento Beitiegrourd Mistor« 
Part Varner Hagg Plantation State Mietovc Part and Galveston isiand State Part) 


The fowr purisdectvons under study ere all apersteng large or specialized tacilitves 

thet meet reprona! needs. Houston's Hermann Park contains @ 200 and Outdoor theater, 
and Memorial Park's taciiities include an arboretum. Harris County has several large 
perks, open apeces, or recrestionsl facilities: Armand Beyou, Bear Creek, and the 
Astrodome. The city of Galveston and Galveston County both aperste beach parks which 
serve the entere Houston Galveston SCSA 


Rote of Provate Enterprise 

Cormmercial and private recreational interests play an enportant role mm prowding 
lersure terme actrvitees that complernent those offered (vy the purrsdictronal entities. 
Miermature golf, bowling specialized craft c'asses, and privete tennis clubs and colf 
Courses are an extenmon of the range of services offered through traditional parks 
oepartments Nurneraus other recreational resources avaiable om the Houston /Galvestun 
urben study area are mowe and dinner theaters, apera. symphony, and ballet 
productroms. art and scrence museurns, professsonal footbel!l, baseball, basketball. 

and hockey. arnusement parks, and excursion and frstung crurses. 


There 1s mo stated or apparent competition between public recreation agencres and 
private recreation enterprises. The public traditionally provides facilities such 

a playgrounds and pronic areas which do not produce sufficrent financial incentive 
to encourage private investors. in Galveston, the public relations work of the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees benefits both the public and private sector by 
encouragng tourist trade. The need for many facilities (such as swimming pools 
and tens courts) «6 great enough that both public and commercial facilities 

are wel! used 


Rote of Nonprofit Agencies 

There are few cooperative ventures between put lic recreation agencies and private, 
nonprofit agencies. in Galveston, the local YMCA and San Jacinto Elementary Schoo! 
have worked out special programms for teaching survival swirmrmeng to fifth grade students 
@% pert of thew pirysical education program at the school. Although the local 
partrcpants had few comments on such cooperative agreements, there 1s considerable 
potential for enhanceng a community's recreational aptioms through better utrliz stron 
uf exrsteng faceltres owned by churches, youth groups, etc. 


MULTIPLE USE OF FACILITIES 


There are agreernents for multiple use of local public facilities om all four purisdictions. 
Harris County has developed Bear Creek Park on land teased from the Corps of Engineers 
in Addicks Reservolw and has applied for a lease in Barker Reservoir, Houston has 
applied for a lease and federal cost sharing for recreational develapment im Addicks 
Reservow 


The city aiso works cooperatively with the local flood contro! district to manage 
some of the established rapfrts.of wey for recrestions! purposes and with the school 
Gistrict for wee of existing outdoor facilities. The city of Galveston has a very 
effective working agreement between the parks and recreation Gepartment and the 
Galveston independent Schoo! District. Parkland « severely limited within the city 
lermts, sO there has been 2 need for maximum use of the apen gpeces that exist. 
Several of the city's elementary schools are adjacent to commnt»ned playground /menghborhood 
perk facetees mamntamed by the parks and recreation Gepartment and are used 

by both the schoolchvidren and other local residents. There are also provitions 

t employ the schoo! coaches and physical education instructors as parks department 
recreation enstructors Guring the surmmer (Houston has a sermilar program for surmme. 
employment). Galveston County has an agreement with the U.S. Coast Cuerd that 
permits recreational use of a portion of the buffer lands around a radar facility. 


Lega! Land Acquisition and Management Authorities 

Table 11 depicts the land acquisition and management authorities tet each jurisdiction 
legally possesses. There are few legal restrictic ns on multyurisdictional soquisition 

and development of recreational areas and facelitees, however, the extent to which any 
legal capabrlitees are uteized varies with the hustorical precedents and realistic 

political bermitatrons 


TABLE 11 
LAND ACQUISITION ARO MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 


Be thon tes athe t the dur aden tow 

and/or Agency May Possess Houston Marrs County Galveston Galveston County 

EB rrinent devrmarn Ves ves ves ves 

Less han fee aoquerrs tron Ves Yes ves ves 

Varage land outside its Ves Ves No No 
port RECT Or) 

Oper ate programs on land ves ves ves ves 
dees not awn 

Operate grag ams on provately ves ves Vex Ves 
omwned \are 

Mate cap tal coves tment, Ves ves Ves Ves 
on land | does not own 

Mate Cape tal owestenents Ne Ves Ne ves 


Oo” grievalely owned land 


Pernt apers om of pro Ya vas vas Ya 


Permit ape ation of pro Ya vas Yas Ya 


Per mt Caprtal investments Yas vas Yes Ya 


Permit private onvestrments Ya ves va Ya 


a lessee vas ves vas Yes 
a lessor vas vos ves Yas 


AGENCY COORDINATION 


More ea tensive use Could be made of existing federal agencies and programs, but there 
is NO single Organization that effectiwely coordinates those agencies and programs 
with direct or indirect application to the provision of leisure time opportunities, 
including perks, open space, and recreations! prograrmming. 


The Houston/Galveston Area Counci! of Covernments could potentially function as the 
major coordinating body for park and recreational concerns within the region. The 
which impinge directly or indirectly on the provision of recreational and leisure 
services, but it could also actively promote cooperation between local agencies on 
parks that impact more than one jurisdiction. 


With the help of the council, the member jurisdictions could develop a regionwide park 
and open space master plan. By using the master plan to set funding priorities, region 
wide open space needs could be better met, and the awareness of the role played by 
each jurisdiction within the area could be heightened. 


PERSONNEL 
in general, here Goes not seem to be a lack of qualified personne! available to fill 


most recreation and programming positions, with the exception of applicants for park 
planning positions in one of the jurisdictions (see table 12). The low wages paid to 


perks and recreation staffs are mot induce to Grawwng the more talented applicants 
trom outsde the ummediste area. 


in addition, the structure of CETA, NYC, and other federal employment programs often 
tavors applcants with severe Geficrences in education and expenence Volunteer 
personnel can be s great asset to recrestions! programs, but volunteers often do not 
Gupley the dedication of commitment of a pad employee. There « 2 need, particularly 
at the mnewhborhood recreation centers, for qualified, trarned personnel to supervise 
public works employees and volunteers. 


Federal employment programs are both a blesseng and a curse for the boca! parks and 
recreational programs. The basic motives behind them are very sound, but for the 
applcant seeking a job and the agency needing workers, the specific restrictions 
withen each program sometimes work ty the detriment of tne spirit of the program. 


TABLE 12 
NUMBER OF PARKS AND RECREATION EMPLOVEES (1976) 


Houston Harris County Gaetvestor Galveston County 


F ut! terme permanent 699 63 64 5 
(enctudeng planewng staff) 

Temporary ) B00 12 1™ La) 
(average Guring summer) 

PLANNING 


Harris County ‘as a parks plan which includes a statement of the jurisdiction's 

thon methods. The effectiveness of the plan is dependent upon specific goals which 

are to be established in a 4-year capital improvements program. Since the plen 

wes only completed in May 1977, there has not been adequate ume to test its effectiveness 
or the degree to which it will be used. However, the present county structure for 

providing recreational service is fragmented, and each of the individual commissioners 
has jurisdiction over parks within his own precinct. 


Houston Goes not have « parks and recreation master plan, but it Goes have « capital 
mmprovements plan which lists specific projects in order of priority The capita! 
mnprovernents plan 1s geared to the general obligation bond cycle, and is therefore a 
very functional tool. Many of the priority projects are being implemented 
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The Galveston Parts and Recreation Department has 2 5 yea Capital enprovements 
phan wtuch acts a 2 guide for program enplementstion. it a 2 very specific bet 

tor praposed comstructson and refatirtation of recreatsons! taceltees tor the 
COM ty . 


Gaelveston County's Beach and Parks Department wes estabinted is 1972, and « aperstes 
under the Gutees arth whch « was orugimally Charged by the comemnasemer’s court, 
wchuding soguereng paertlands a mdicated im 2 part master plan prepared by the 

Houston Galveston Area Counce! tn the last 5 years. the parts department has purmwed 
an active program of park soguretion utilizing a warvety of furdieng sowroes and has 
worked to zccomp*sh) other Gutees as Charged 


PUBLIC INPUT 


Mecharwerns for public enpwt are different on each purrsdiction There are mo formalized 
efforts to sol (it pubic Gpinion on park and recreation mewes © either the city of 
Galveston or Galveston County Local crtizvens may contact the city parks and recreation 
Gepartment or the city cowncll, but the burden of making the initial contact « on the 
crtwwen At the cownty level local residents may contact thew representative, on 

the board of com.nrmoners or the parks department in addition a large nurmber o crtizens 
were informed of the plans for park develaprment during enformaetional public rr etengs on 
preparation for a recent county bond election 


Houston has a number of mechanisms for public input. Forty of the 50 cit, recreation 
centers have advisory Councils whch function as an extension of the citizens who 

use the centers Local orvic chuts (nenghborhoad community mmprovement organizations) 
also vorce thew concerns to the parks department The mewghborhood service councrls 
whch operate as part of the city's CO program prowge another means by which 

the citizens may empress thew newhborhood s part needs i'n add ion numerous 
recreation and comservation organizations garden cluts and a varety of special 
advisory councils are consulted on special proyects The city parks and recreation 
department also has a cormmunity mmvolvernent office thet primarily handles crtizen 
complarnts and questrorns 


The existing methods by which the pubhc em the Houston Galveston area ns mn formed 
of recreatronal areas, ‘acrwtees, and programs are primarily mnformal Oocasronel 
newspaper articles and informational brochures on pragrarmrmng could be expanded 
In additran bret publ televisron announcements such as those used to advertise 

the Mayor s Surmmer Youth Employment Pragrarmn in Mauston cowld be erred to advise 
revidents of special facehtees nearby apen space areas. and new or different aptions 
for lerswre treme actrwi tres 


USER CONSIDERATIONS AND DESIRES 


EXISTING RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 


Houston and the crty of Galveston prow. recreations! prag anrrumg But Marrs end 
Gatveston Counties Go mot The Houston Parts and Recreation Department imciudes sports 
Grama and table games The 5! recrestion centers throughout the city prowde locations 
tor many of these actewtees Gut apecrf« offerengs ard termes of superweed aperation 

very trom one center to another. An ettempt 4 made to provide the type of programing 
the users request A nurnber of the centers are apen only on weekdays Geperding on 

user demand and the avalabeity of personne! 


Jones Plaza and warrvous crty parks prowde the hackdrap for ¢ serves of free seasone 
mre COMCETTS Sponsored by the parks department and the Houston Muscans Urnon 
There are lwe theater performances and fiir festrwets offered at Miller Outdoor 
Theater in Hermann Part from May through September 


The city wees five mobile units. nicknamed “F A.OG 5S” (Free Recreation on the Go). 
to prowide a varvety of lve performances and actwity programs to city areas mot im 
proummty to recreatron centers or parks 


Another successful program takes piace at the city hall reflection pool! on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons for the benefit of downtown workers Tables and chars are 
wt up under the trees for beckgarmrnen monapeoty cards checkers, dorminoes and 
peng pong 


Specie! actrvitees whch have been co sponsored by the department mm the past are 
Bicycle Setety Week Jesse Owens Track Meet, and Punt, Pass, and Kick Competition 


A wecs! surmmer recreation pragram “The Fun Company” (funded through a HUD grant) 
wet designed to prowde eryoyment to economically Osadvantaged youths (ages 6 

to 20) through recreational pragarns and employment The parti mants were involved 

mm dance Grama athletics competitive sports beautifroatron proyects and fretd 

tres A total of 30 G00 partioments and | 640 staf! members were inwotved on 

the “The Fun Company” during 1977 


Galveston Parts and Recreation Department provides recreations! pragrarns for -!! ages 
covering @ vanety of both phryscal and cultural onterests Athletic pragramms (whch 
wmchude a large murmber of spectators as well as partromarnts) covered the aports of 
besebe!! softhe!! tenmn basketball foothe!! volleyhell soccer track and 

baderenton 


Tre Galweston Parts and Recrestion Department sponsors free sutwmer bend comcerts at 
the Menard Part Band Grell and im neg@borhood pats Each of 13 concert performance 
om 1976 was ettended by approsimetely 1 500 persons tn addition, the parks Gepartment 
and the xthoo! Gutr ct CO ose 2 guTmmer recrestion pragra™ tor youth offering 
etrUChOn © Sete tenes baseball golf arts and crafts noediecraft, denceng 
beton teywieng tumibleng pt ymca! fitness and offer recreriiona! games and actrertees 


Pocus on weer tees wary aitien the study area At most Housion recreation centers, 
tees are Charged to cower the cost of materials oF speci! instructors for Classes. 

but there a mo charge at murecupal seeming pools in C siveston mo charges are lewed 
tor use of the nerghiborhoad recreations! faceltees and classes offered by the perks 
department. The Texas City Parks Department charge fees for some of the classes which 
mwolve use of matercats apecea! facets. oF apecea! imetructors Most privetety 

prowded recreations! pragrarns and facelrtees om the SCSA charge relatevely Pugh 
partrcpetion fees 


The publ and private sectors on the Houston ‘Galveston area usually provide cormmpatibie 
and complementary actrwitees and pragrarms The city parks and recreation departments 
ofter a wide variety of prograrns at litte or mo cost winch range from traditional 
athletics and crafts to cultural events and entertarnment Private faceitees mochuceng 
the YMCA. country chute. and swen ant teres clhuts are premarily orented towerd 
prowrdeng bererted types of actrwitees and wawally are fugh im cost. however they do 
prowide more » Gerdualzed mmetructions om those ac trv tres 


Recreational Serwoes tor the Hand apped 

Prowron of city recreation department sponsored services for mentally and ph yercally 
handcapped residents varved within the metrapolitan area Agenores such as the Marris 
and Galveston Mental Health and Retardation Centers, the _sghthorse for the Blind and 
the Uoversrty of Houston offer some recreational prog amr rung 


Pre ently the Galveston Parts and Recreation Department does not prowide amy ape oific 
pro 7 arrening for the handicapped However, they will reserve facilities for such 

prog arms spomsored by other agencees in Houston recreational pragrarmns sponsored 

by the perks and recrestion department for the handimapped exist at Hermann, River Oaks. 
Tuffly, and Sweeny Parks The Hermann Park program «a cooperative venture — planned 
and prag arnrned by the Houston Lighthouse for the Bind and the Marrs County Mental 
Health and Retardation Center and funded by the Houston Parts and Recreation 
Department that prowdes a variety of activities for handicapped ctwidren § days 

a weet Staffed by se pei personne and two part time volu"”"* «~"e current 
enrolment « 16 chvidren Tranapertation 6 not provided to aw | om the fanility. 
however free lunches are avaiable through the US Departrrent of Agrowlture s 

free humm preg arn 


Recrestions! Serwor tor Sewor Crtirens 

Texas City (em Galveston County) prowstes s penis! “Sermor Cotizvers Recrestion 
Guide that onumerstes prog ans atch are exciusvely Gemgred for semmor ortiremn. 
8 wel 8 many Red age programs Tat encourage setwor Crtiren particoapetron 
Prymcal frtness sacee! actewrtes, hotites and arts end crafts are al! cluded. 

in aGGrhon, gpeceal reduoed rates are offered to sem™mor crtivens at the | wrecepel 


golt course and the shooting range 


The Marrs County Sermor Cetivens proyect includes recreational and lesure programs as 
pert of its total serwoes Sermor citizens are currently involved mm tournament pley 

of Gormnoss, horseshoe ptictung and checkers The proyect also prowdes @ special 
monthly trp tor approsunetely 400 G00 sermors tc the Gulf of Mexico for smecna! 
actrvitees, fateng and sock ing 


The Galveston Parks Department aperates a Sermor Citizens Center thet prowdes soci! 
actewitees, garmes, crafts. garderwng filers concerts and nutrition programs There 

are fowl semor crtizen groups monsored by the city Gulf Breeze Sermor Citizens 
Club, American Association of Retired Persons, Fifty Fun Club, and Galveston 
Grandmothers Chub 


The Houston Parks Department prowdes classes and actrvities for sermor citizens at 
nexgnborhoad recrestron centers Among the programs are hobby chuta garmes. dancing. 
planned trips, arts and crafts, sewing, and singing. 


The Houston independent Schoo! District has a special programm — VIPS/Gerwors — 
for sermor crtizvems who are willing to volunteer time to work om the public schoots. 
There are presently 150 semor volunteers who provide tutoring and career counseling 
help teachers im the classroom and brary help youngsters learn mew skills, or 
provide a living Pestoran s personal wrewpornt on the Roaring Twenties the 
Depression, or life in another country. The program's goa! is to recruit 1,000 seniors 
withun the next 3 years. 


Based on the brmrted enterview sarmple om thes study that dealt with seror crtizen 

prog arms and reeds «| appears thet the recreational needs of the elderly evolve around 
sacra! contacts rather then specific facevtees and actrvitees Private agencres and 
orgarizatior . are inetrummer @ in fulfilling some of the needs of this age group. For 
wetence, i Howston the". wor Citizens of Magnolia, the Sociedad de Ancianos, end 
the Centro Chvcano prowde a varvety of services, inchucing hot lunches referral 
services aterstance om applying for Socal Seourity and apporturity to socealhre 


in Galveston, the League of United Latin American Citizen (LULAC) prowides @ daily 


hot tune’ pragrarm and garnes for Mraparnc sermor citizens. od provides tranaportation 
to the LULAC center for those who need it 


Erwronmental Education 
Forma! ermurormentsl quidacr educations pragrams are presented by @ mumber of agercses 
the Houston Galveston SCSA 


However lace! peaple who are actiwe « these prog ams: expressed the need for more 

eT GES OF ENwrOm™ments! education There are not enaugh mstructors at al! levels 

of “2 educational system so the program: ccow’ premarily mm some of the elementary 
xhoot's and at the college lewel i” order to establish compstent emwrormental 
education fram tendergarten rough twelfth) gade enwrommental subyects a dd teachurg 
methadotagy trowld be mnchuded as part of the om serwnce trarrwng OF COmterueng 
education of public schoo! teachers The schoo! systern « atso 2 potential vetucte 

for instruction om the comstructeve wee of lersure terme, but «t must be augmer ed by 

prog arms whch wee the mecha to reach peaple who are mo longer em schoo! 


Schoo (Presently one schoo! St Patricks Elernentary « aperating under a 
prot enwronmental educatic) pragram i Galveston Two other schoots Ball Senor 
High and Sen Jacento Elementary. are slated for programing in the tall of 1977 


During the last two years (1976 and 1977) the Houston independent Schoo! District has 
conducted an erwranmental educatron prog arn em selected elementary schools The 
prog am has prowded 5 days and 4 mights of carnp experence to approsmnately 27 O00 
elementary schaotctwidren The pragram foous has been on the fifth grade with the 
imchuson of sorme therd fowrth amd sath gaders and specs education students 

Only schools comsdered racsally empacted (90 percent or more of students from 

one racra! group) have been mnchude 3 Utrlizeng three resident carnps (located 

35 100 mites cuterde of Houston) he program aperates for 100 days Guring th: 
requiar schoo! year These three sites are leased mm pornt arrangements with private 
enterprises. The schoo! detrict s currently building thew own site on the Trinity 
River om east Texas 


“Oo elemeniary schools the Gretrect offer more ontensrve emwronmmental education 
pragrarms One schoo! offers a voluntary emnuronmental education owrrrouwlum for grades 
36 The other schoo! presents its total ourrroulurn mm an environmental education 


format and includes gardens and greenhouses 


The Spreng Branch independent Schoo! District prowdes a umique envrraonmental education 
program Enocormpassing 38 schoots the district owns and aperates a $2 muthon scence 
center comprised of four buvidengs and a § acre arboretum tn 1977. the district 

has recenwed mwarly $95 000 in donations to he ip defray pragrarmrung and transportation 
evmts for 18.0 students per schoo! yea 


Fifty tow schoo! Gretrects mohudeng those in the Houston Galveston SCSA comprise 
Regan |V of the Texas Education System Currently exght districts in this region 
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are Egagrs « EN mroOrments education pragaenms Most prag ans are comducted at the 
chermerntary schoo! towel Tha regan eapects to Gauble the mumter of prag ams presented 
Gurung the tall of 1977 


Howton Arboretum The Houston Arboretum grown exerorwnenta educate 
Cpportunmtss to a werety of gouge Dureng June and July Mowston eres schooichidren 
rend weetdey afternoons ww plant ite and learreng about eoolape as sytterns 

An adult COmlenweng education frag am « aso sporsored om) Comput” ath the 
Houston Cormremnunity Coltege 


I? aGdrtran the arboretum spomsars after schac! pragams tor Scouts and Browne: 
Scheduled towrs for classes can be arranged Gureng the schoo! wew Looe! garden cluts 
ard herb scceetees engage om these prag ams and wort shag Gernornstr ating how to mate 
Gecar strom aut of plant materials are com@ucted perscadhcally 


Farr viees are offered walt ing tours on Sundays and the Houston Symegmhony pertarms on 
weetends during the spring and tall The aboreturn aiso hosts art shows and oncasonally 
presents nature firms 


Houston Zoo = During the regular schoo! year the Houston Zao presents a trve arma! 
expervence to frst graders at verrous schools withen the Houston city bermets Fifth 

¢ aders are presented with an ecotagy pragram Both prag arms are offered im the 

( Laseroorn 


Towrs are p sided at the 700 to afl schoo! groups thet request them An applied 
ecOOgy pragram «= presented to fourth through seventh graders im compunction with the 
Htawston Arboretum The 700 sponsors specal pragranns at hospitals and mwrseng hornes 
= well a6 towrs for the Giatied 


Cormeen ty Cotleges Prag ams related to emvrronmental education are begrermrmng 

to ermer ge on same of the cormmunity colleges mm the Houston ‘Galveston SCSA As an example 
College of the Marniand em Tenas City offers a murmur of seven adult continuing 

education Classes pertarmrng to enwronmmental sudyects Courses offered are solar 

energy greenhouse gardening community frameng matrve plants of the greater Mauston 

area shade tree marntenance berds of Texas and care and feeding of your horse 

Foes range trom $6 $10 and classes run for 6 8 weeks 


DETERRENTS TO MAXIMIZING PROGRAM OPPORTUNITES 
The exrsteng face! es on Mauwsten and Galveston are heavily used which deoowrages 


ur even prectudes peaple from partrompetrng om certarn actrwtees Enoept for teenagers 
Gelveston residents rarely go to the beach because of the heavy mnflun of towrrets 
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ord norwesdents Be fends seeermeng pool ad Tews COUTTS are im COMmstant 
Gernens Wether Tew respective Gudgets pur adations are trywng to reapond Dy 
prowding more tacit (Mousto” ees reoenty amar Ged (WCF tunds to comstruct 
fous! Pe Re eTreT erg DOOM) aS om SOE Came by @8 teredieng hours of war Through 
egterg Ee teredeng haus of wee Of reCrestion Centers and schao! gy nah would 
ee PrOwde more GGEpOrturn tes 


Seat tong Qureng 8 tended hours waui’d place mare Geman’ on the budget fut volunteers: 
Cowté be recruited i” “outta the Recrestim Center Advaory Cowncs and commmunty 
Owed Oger et rans potentially Cowtd serve the functean of organising volunteer 
Suoorwty! use of volunteer eapecially for supervenc™ requires BOT! ERDErer oe 

” te tele 


Setety « another herr er to parteoqeteon thet cowld be resolved by prowdeng more 
stat ot eveteng areas |{ setety protterns were reduced parts wou’. become more 
attractive places for semor ortivens and young Chvidren Additonal staf! and 
supervineo” Cowtd reduce vardaler as wel Wher es tenswe o repeated ware! em 
aoowrt, the ta... are usually Closed @ removed 


Journt use of tacrietes would efso smorease apportucwt@es in Galveston the recreation 
department has @ goad relatronsiep arth the schools Churches and enetitutans of 
Pegher educatrar rmaght te arviling to erter rte porn? wte agreements as wet! 


Thre page lator er then the Havetan Galveston SCSA os Paghly matele ath ower BO 
percent of the ho molds ownwng cars Mowever for those who must rely OF pure 
varaportation | ea ecally low moerne and mumarty groups) gettrng to the parks « 

2 protie Althoug Mouston has a putin tars system of 6 keyed to hore wort shagmrng 
reders premarey trom suburbs to the tuseness Geetre 1 and 6 "0! or ervted to 

prowdeng access to recreational taceiites Fur expengte «t would be wertually 

eompossile to get to Gutlying areas auch as those es arrened om the Sete Soecifa Analyers 
sec tear of ths stuhy Write the orty rerouting of tars service wawid make the parts 
accessible to more petrom Howson s— ROG 6 @ scwssed prewrously tahes 
recreation to the peagile thraug? frve rmatrele wrrts 


tthe crty towel @ aide varety of pragrams are offered and classes are waually 

full reflecteng @ Pegh level of user satisfaction There an expressed dese 
however for mare superviend ac thw tes at @rrsting menghuerhaad parts Prag arrrerrng 
8 mot Cor wdered a role of County government But f ortizens vowed the need arnt 

f fonds ace prowded for staffing counties would posety!y prowde prog arns 


Or the Guit Coast the condition of the areas and facrivtees 16 tae comedering 


veage recerved Mowvever vandaliern « evident ahere there os me furl! Preemie suaerwrmeen 
Another prottern « thet the highly corroeve atmosphere of the Tesas Coast tates @ 


mag to! an al tacetaes eapecaglly Duidengs and eQuerment at esposed terrou 
~eten aed comtet "ertene oer 6 wormae’y 


There 8 Gvernty of apeman among the resdents of the Mauston Galveston ares 
thew Geeres for lewd resource wt) waeteon tor pert apen enece and recreetrone! use 

Ths Gevertety reflects mot arly fae mdweduslity of those ivterwewed twt =o then 
COOmOrn Statuk grag ah) cacaetean arthur the metrapettan area ated rrecitelity 


Ase qereralty ‘atic pert agermees etier=pt to address the recrestions! and aper 

space weds of both the mate and mare affivent maddie and upper eoomarnd Classes ancl 
the teas maty le lower ecomorm<c gous Mowever gubl« and part agency mm terpretation 
of prear tees and the overweew of the relet-onsup between prowdeng tor present ard 
future recrestona! reeds may Ofte quite Grastcally A parts department must coneder 
the entere scape of recreational! protherns artiwn its purradection and then apply @oorwrne 
sore! and polrteca! realities fo the praposed sotutrors to thos protierns Lace! ortizens 
hawe the freedom to center thee attention on the needs of ther neughhorhoaads and to 
Grrect thew efforts toward correcteng the recreational defences oF protierns enittwn 
thew portion of the city 


There = #80 a apparent @fterence hetween the ceeds ancl Gesrres of the resedents uf 
the city of Galveston and those of the greater Houston metrapet:tan area Galveston 
8 very beach orented che ematier ortes stomg Galveston Bay are by at fieheng and 
weter actrwty Oreented and the fult of the Mauston metrapetitan area 6 land actiwity 
or errno 


Kons of Areas 

Ac OF Ging to neghborhaad comtacts mmtervewed for thes study cmmercty low moor. 
groups preter ce whborhoad eoreetrone! areas Comtarwng facriiteas such as play fretds 

hast ethe!! Pawo: teres Courts and bessthel! feids There is also a strong emp hae 
of deer and supervesed face Tes wtually assacated with @ recreation Center 


Terms Gu a8 GPOET a COPE Ty COMTETE Teen CONtErE indoor taTTrEng POG Mmydoacr 
errr Cheer reoreetronel faoriitees and ma@deaecr athiet fants were weed to 

dew rie ts type of area Al thoug” @ preference was also expressed for tacal rrr: 
parts Mouston raperts thet (thes heen requested by those reedents adhacent to rer 
parts t© Close oF eriarge therm 


The greeter matrlty ard better eoomarm« status of the maddie moamne cuter city 
etree te  refier ted om thew preference for large parts and commerce! recreational 
tacchtes indoor etteeta facets were aise « preference || should he woted thet 
prewete (tute and orgarmzatrons may fll samme of the recreations! needs of thes group 


Tee gape nonr Mowe otter cre cot) OF Rube Geelion placed « greet Gee of 
OT EPR UDO” Pree e™g GUE” apace parteulay mong he beyaut Ther, eegereseed ¢ need 
tor more got courees teens Courts steteng areas ad encour agement igre) Traugh 
tas rele’) to preeete Geemamment of recreations tacts Many hermes om these types 
Of mmr tror aad: Mad Teer Caw Gr eete Ramer. Ug Gels wre Tews CORTE wed re orebisels 
Sed scoets to preete Country Chan 


Econom status and The abiity 80 get to Mary FeCreetor we artes SHOES to tee 
tactor «” preterence tor tends of ares Rac! oF etnn bach grows Go ~ot anpee to be 
a mayor tector 


© veuts of Petered Actow tems 

There Gars not seer to te as Gefewtewe @ Ofteremce betaeen a tonty greteren | eapresaed 
Dy tower moore and the maddie moore groups a8 was apparent o the preterence trv areas 
Bot grag expreseed a wed tor athieta tacvites both mdoc and avtdoar plated 
ard superveed recreetona actewtes partowlarly tor teenagers acteetaes tor both the 
elderly and the very young arts and crafts actewtes and after schoo! recreetion tor 
Chtaren and everwng actertes for teenagers and adw'ts Ow ‘ogee represen tatiwes 
expressed a reed tor tranaportation to parts and reoreetona tacrlii tes 


Preterred | ocatron 

There was a much O-verety of apron on the preferred tacation of apen qace parts 
and recreational tacrivtees as there was Geverety of aprwan on the tends of areas thet 
were dewred Ths Gevers ty followed the same ROOM en Class Curbs 


tomer city low smoorne redents preferred parts and recreatronal facditees om the local 
negrbortrad (Low moome reedents tend to stot close to home | im partrowlear the otder 
reerdents dent fad with the mmmedete neghborhaad and neghhers thet they had t mown for 
a renter of years With the exception of a preference for beach areas Galveston reowents 
#80 wemed to prefe lace! newhbhor*.cad parts and recreational tanri tees 


Midctie wwe ume groups with) greater mat lity did not place much erngmhaes on local 
negrtx. “ood facets but preferred to spend free time out of town or felt there was mo 
protiern 0” travelong by Car to parts au tede ther nedhberhoad To ths group @ tac al 
pert wes witten Dor 3 es rather than within @ number of city Diocks 


Laoetron of recreat htes wes Mot an ermeortant factor te the fugly motile 
Ie’ MCOMe GF Om 4 Reto" pettern « mot dependent on puri oF close to homme 
facets Area reedents: 9 Beteng to cowntry clits serme have thew Gun pools art 
terms Courts and sore have ranches autede the orty Teenagers om thes group are also 
very mmole and thee recreation pattern reflects ths matty and affluemcy They use 
the country Chu amd go tarheng ave Beateng The umper moore level regents emg han re 
comservetion of natural areas primary those areas slong the heyous 


EXISTING PARKS AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 


Tre Mauston (Galveston regen has s wade earety of reoreetiona resauroes ard face tees 
wwe range trom ves’ packet newgmbormhacd tot tots to the $100 milan Astrademe 

or tertanment complies trom the enc tueve River Oats Country Cha om Mauston to the ries 
of undevevaped state carned beaches stretoheng song the entire lenge of the Tesas partion 
of the Gulf of Meso and trom the Fort Bernd County § argrounds to the Anahauc Nateorna! 
Wad te Retuge o> Chamocere Conomty 


A warvety of reoreatronal area amd facets are avaiable to resents and wrertors om 
verying degrees of acnessttylity wed costs teaches golf cours playgrounds prom 
motor boet lates are Beye apart * whds ard Baovidberge Pet erg travis getteng areas 
terre foots and beanher Murmt woarean Meture study areas termes Cawrts Covered 
hestethe!! areas and weterst eng areas Orly recreeteorn: a tes aumacratedd arth 
eenter aports and mauntarncus tert ar appear abeent 


manapment and ownersie They wary o sive from legs than | aore om a menghborhand 
pha, g ound to thewsands of aores om netrona!l amc state forests tecerally owned 
reserves County and orfy parks amd prwete reoreet one Gevelapments However the 
rrmpor ity of reoreetronal tacvivtees om the urharwred areas are om 5 to 10 aore 
negnborhaod pares premmarchy atten Marrs amd Galveston Counties and the tes of 
Houston and Galveston Accordyng to the Texas Outdoor Recreation Pian (TORP) « 
wg frcant portron of af! autdecr reorretrona activity God's  undesngneted recreation 
areas © a resale raring mel Tete wae relatronEh@ arth offer land was 


Some of “Ne er reting reoreetrora fac rites awe heer moet atong the tay onrs teaches 
ahes id om the reserve baerne fet the fult of both putin and privete recreational 


4? 


The Alien Parieray Pehe and tehe tra! near Gownrtown Mouston totlows a partron of Buftate 
Bayon 


PO, wate worevgw  ) agerw -e en ae ie P+ ofese wat UP ted L Pater shoe L eague w ten: ete 


Pye! ( ’ gw ow be yt Caer re eatrorral * a re < 


tacetees Nawe Geen Gevelaped witfen the urbenured area with 2 lessereng comcentration 

@% the urbernwzseton spreads onto the former suburban and rural sreas Available outdoor 
recreation on t 2 hughly urberured areas of Houston « generally lermted to small city 
parks, together with only a few large areas such as Memorial and Hermann Parks Suburben 
and rural area, with the exception of « few county perks such as Bear Creek Park and 
Alexander Deusen, heave few Genmgnated recreational areas. in general, there os 2 lack 

of adequate recrestiona! resources mm pace with the raped urbanization — particularly in 
Marrs County 


While there « 2 seermeng concentration of recreational faceltees on the dermsety populated 
central city, thus ares hes the fewest resources thet can be developed to meet both the 
existing and growing recreational needs. The immer city (inner city refers to the area 
witten Loop 610). especsally the areas with a concentration of munorities, 6 experencing 
the most critical shortages of resource potential. Overuse, lack of adequate maintenance, 
and detervor ation of faclitees are directly proportioned to concentration of populations 
and age of the tacilities 


Hermann Park and the majority of newghborhood perks are the most overused and also require 
the greatest mamntenance effot 


TRENDS IN PARKS AND RECREATIONAL SYSTEMS 


During the 1960s, the state of Texas emphasized the modernization and expansion of the 
state parks to meet the increasing recreational needs of Texams and visitors. At the 

sarne terme, the state also recognized the need to continue the protection of historic and 
umque Natural areas and to expand the systern to include additional hustoric and urque 
natural sites of statewide significance mot in the parks systern 


in 1967, Texans approved a constitutional amendment authorizing the msuance of a maximum 
of $75 millon om general obligation bonds for the acquisition and development of state 

perks. To date, $15.75 million have been made available for this purpose. However, the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department states that the issuance of additional bonds would 

not heave been practical at thus time since current revenwes from park entrance fees are 
mmeuffrcrent to retere additronal bond intebtedness Funds from this bond program are 
redrected to new perks and cannot be utilized in parks existing before 1967 


The Texas legislature has also established the Texas Park Fund for the purpose of planning, 
acquisition, and develapment of state parks and historic sites. The entent of this tegistation 
S to and om estabirsPeng mayor recreation parks mmoreasing entrance fee revenwes, and 
perrmutteng the msuance of additional bonds to update and improve existing parks, and to 
pert an acoeleratron of the aogursrtion of historic and ureque natural areas of statewide 
wer fcance before these resources are lost 


« 


— © Ne 


Jettves on Galveston idand serve a Gual purpose breakwater and recrectional trehung 


As stated im thee policy for aderustering the Texas State Park System, the parks and 
widiite commamon recogures three major functiom for the system prowsdeng outdoor 
recreation, natural ares preservation, and hestoric preservation. Exgt different park 
Classifications are weed om an effort to et. actively carry Gut these broad function. 


The 1970 census indicates that appronumately 79 percent of the total papulation of Texas 
rewdes on the urban enweronment of 24 standard metropolitan statestical areas. A majority 
(65 percent) of outdoor recreation ocowrs in these urban settings. The Texas State Parts 

and Wridiite Department beleves the public vetucie to meet this demand currently exists 

in City and county governments. it also believes that there 4 2 need to escape from the 


pressures of madern socrety to a more natural surrounding and prowde apporturwties 
for nature onented, nonconmsumptive recreation. 


However, the Texas State Parks and Wildlife Department is the only single agency with the 
primary statewide responsiblity for providing recreation outsde the urban enwronment 
and has assured the role of prowiding nonurben outdoor recreation im as near a natural 
setting as possible. There is a concern that recreational areas located too close to urban 
areas may lose thew rural cheracter or be envelaped by urben expansion. With tha im 
rund, the departrnent feels that the location of state parks within 75 miles (approximately 
1% hours Griving terme) of mayor population centers should place state recreational 
facelitees withon an easy reach of overnight users and also acoormmodate a subystantial 
number of day users. Therefore, the state parks and wildlife commission has @ current 
policy that provides for the aoqursition of new state recreation urts where suitable 
natural resources exist withen 1). hours driving terme from major metropolitan areas. 


Historically, parks on the Houston/Galveston region have not been a major thrust. For 
example, Houston — with a population growth of 1500 peaple per week — ranks fifth in 
the nation i population, but it rates 140th in the nation in peaptle per acre of public 
parklands. While acres per person may not be an acowrate measure, it does indicate a 
relateve value gr en to parks and open spece. 


Parks in the study area have suffered from a low priority for both capital expenditures and 
aperateng funds This probler vas become more acute in recent years. With a rapidly 
expanding urben area, parks and apen space must compete for tax dollars with other city 
services. including wastewater treatment systerns, police and frre protection water 
acquisition and street dev *lapment and maintenance 


Efforts have been and are being made to alleviate the problerns, but with the raped growth 
of the area, the need for parks and apen gpece has increased much more rapidly than 

prog arys to acquire and develap apen space and recreation areas As a result, a monumental 
effort and reordering of prioritees would be needed merely to keep pace much tess catch 

up to the current defrcrencees 


Ot the exght countess artfun the Houston Galveston rego only two countess — Marrs 
and Galveston Counties — Nave county part agencees (in Marrs County the agency ae 
pert plarewng Gepartment ) The county parks m the other ss Cowntees are managed by 
County apencees other than parts Gepartments These currently nomurhban countess are faced 
arth Both a wmque protien and auporturmty m prowdeng recrestecra! tacwltres to @ 

oer popwletion epread over a large area but There 6 aparently %O actwity oF 
orgenzatonae! vetucte ‘or these purposes 


Harrs County 

Marrs County @ Gurrently more active i parks recreation end apen space sogulmton 
and Gevelagenent than many other counties im Texas Ths actiwity «6 @ tarty recent 
Gevetaprment The exateng parks system comtarns 34 parts rangeng m mre trom 0 4 acre 
to 3.047 sores. Of the 6.370 acres of parklands im the cownty, 4.088 acres are in three 
perks — Armand Beyou, Bear Crees. and the Astrodome compiles 


The cownty perks function has bascelly become that of tryeng to fill the vod between 
Crty (neughborhood and community) parks and state parks (resource preservation) The 
current Grrection is to aocornpirh thes through the develapment of regona! parts while 
comtinweng to prowide commun 't, parks This pragram « complicated by the fact thet the 
horres Cownty Part Planreng Department has only advisory reaporeibelity and lacks the 
authority to mwtate plans The responsibility for the develapment and management of 
perks on each of the four precencts « held by each of the commrmasomers, sufyect only 

to budget approval by the cormrrnimsoner s cowrt 


Galveston County 

The ferst park om Galveston County was estatinhed mm the early 1870s Between then and 
the late 19605 little was dome at the county level mn parks and recreation Between 

1969 and 1977 « dramatic change has taken place im Galveston County's parks Wither a 
perrvod of 8 years county parkland has moreased from 108 acres to | 788 acres an moreme 
of ever 1600 percent 


In additram the county mo. responsible for the aperations and marmtenance of 30 rewies 

of gull beaches A primary enpetus in the apparent change of direction im part aoquiertion 

was the creation of the Galveston County's Beach and Parts Department Since its momption 
m 1072 the department has succeeded im aoguiring and develaprng parklands at no cost 

to the local residents Ex ternswe use has been made of donations matcheng Land and Water 
Comservetron Fund grants and surplus federal praperty 


Galveston County § beaches are a vacation and weetend terminus port for many residents 
of Texas After each surmmer weekend miles of beaches are littered and the cost of 

the resultant beach clearup Causes a strarnn on the oarts department marntenance tudget 
The state of Tesas anrually prowdes appro mmatety $85 O00 to the county to help detray 
beach marntenance costs 


During the suremer of 1977 Galveston Caunty sttempted to pass 2 $5 milhon recrestion 
bond gave to prow de tor the Geeriapment of wee recrestecne tact ugg adeng of 
exrsteng facet awd a comton of beach packet parts The momes trom the sate of 
Gonds were sisted to Ge weed as fhe reguered lace! metciwng turds tor Land end Water 
Cormservetion Fund gant: The tos percentage of voters (6 percent) afro turned aut tor 
the Sor efecteon reyected the praposs tut the parts Gepartment evternds to ettermpt 
peep ape scr 


Hows ton 

in 1341. owston had 64 parks comtareng 2.700 acres, todey & hes 200 pints totaling 
6 166 acres Ths rete of exparmon 4 not beapeng up arth the current papwletion growth 
Aporosenatety 20 percent of the parks are eal! parks of | acre oF tess some have been 
ardoned Que to the wugration of the papwietion avd influe of endustry onto the area 
The large parts on the city were ether Goneteons oF mm some imetances aogurred by 

poor Mae 


Dureng the SOs and GOn 2 gow! = Houston wes to have « part and schoo! every square mile 
Land at thet tone was anprosemetety $5 GOO per acre and the crty was atte to follow the 
@«i rather corestently The « st#l a gos! tut sence land costs from $70 000 to 

$65 C00 per acre the crty has not teen successful om Gursurng this goal The few 
aoQurertrans Nave turned to large regqonal parts on federal land and land reclanned 

from offer ween such as beyow flaad cemtro! reghts of way 


in 1976 Mauston established @ ortizens part board to aserst the parts and rec eetion 
department The parts board has the responsiblity tor solorting turds gifts and 
bequests for part aogurt trans and enprovermnents || also oversees the management and 
mwestrnent of these contrition: with the atyective of memprowng the orty s parks 

By Steer 


in 1076. the crtizers of Houston approved « $17 milhon 3 year bond program for parts 

devecaprment About ane half of these bond mares have beer apent oar are under comtract 
for part em™proverments fhe remmarwng partion ion the planreng stage or on the Gr awng 

tren cs 


lhe Houston Parts Department has also mutated @ COmmemunity mnwolvernent wrugrarn and has 
established a seres of Cti7en advisory groups The department § Commun ty mvatvernent 
Log arr seme s CTL Zen enm@et about nedhherhead reoreatronal needs 


Coty of Galveston 

For mary years Galvestor has played host to milhons of wertars who come to the 
land arrwally far re eaten aang the Gulf Coast Serrmrrneng fistemg teeting and 
wg taeerng are a! papular actrwtees Semoe tauren s auch am empertant facet of the 


City § COSC mamy PeCreetecra taoritees and SeTHORS etch are usually Managed Dy 2 
oty parks agency come under the augmors of the Galveston Pat Baad of Trumem Any 
tacit atch generate rewenwe such as Seawo!! Part the Moady Convention Center 
ard the orty Garned parting ares at Stewart Seach are managed by the boerd of trusters 
Recreations tacts atch est premardy tor the toca! resents such as tel! fetcs 
tows Courts and playgrounds are maneged by the Oty § parts and recrestion Gapartment 


Ge seston 's recrestion areas mctude J) mites of gull beaches awd 39! acres of parts and 
other tacdeteen and they are om the process of Gevetapng & A Agpte Part « 656 

acre wie ahem emcommesars Levels recently aogurred Thraugh the tedera! surplus property 
progam as well as land under tong term tease from the US Const Guard 


The crty of Galveston be Galveston County mours large expenses related to the 
rorw eedent use of the crty s Geacthes The costs of Beach marntenance are par tunlly 
ofteet by grants from Tesas tut the orty must aso prowde tramed feguards traffa 
contro! and extra polos patrots Guring the aurea morte 


Baytown 

Baytown «2 crty of appros emetety 50 C00 peapte taceted at the head of Galveston Bay 
ation 25 eortes east of downtown Houston its the home of Eason s Baytown Refinery one 
of the world ¢ largest o! ane gas references 


'n 1067 an adweory parts and recreation board was formed and the parts and recreation 
department was established Through the ute of funds trom « $827 G00 bond saue passed 
m 1076, the Beytown perks system has grown from 22 acres to 297 acres Ths bord aur 
has been stretched to nearly $1 5 milkan through federal funds — LWCF funds HUD 
grants and state funds through the Tenas Parts and Widiite Department 


Baytown severely affected by the general subedence of land nm the Mauston ‘Galveston 
area rea iting fromm the removal of of gas and underground weter Brownwood sutetiwion 
a” area of 760 hommes 6 hermg ahandoned due to extreme sufedence of the area |t owl 
be purchased by the Corps of Engmreers cleared of tuvidengs and gwen to the orty 
tor a park 


Add tron of the 760 acres of Browrwaead wr! more than trepte the preset pare lands 
 Baytorn The erng aes om part locetron and sre nm Baytown 6 for ermal! menghhorhand 
parts Browowond s wewed by Baytown as a regone or state part devetapment rather than 
@ Baytown city part 


All of the part agences contacted felt the the LWCF was @ most sunoeest! pragram and 
laoked to (Ts COmtytwatror amd mmoreased tumdeng [te wrewed as a mgr frcamt Comtrietran 
to the devetapement of parts apen apace and reoreatronal areas in the Houston Galveston 
wea 


Gere a Revenwe During 9 sucoessty! = Crareeiing money to lace! governments fut mot 
neorman’y to pert and recreston purposes There «a mo federal moentwe to qpend the 
money on part programs For tha reason Grect capiasl gents are much preferred to 
Revere Doing among part and recreetion agence 


Loca! offiogis expressed the apron thet the federa! government (the Netior 4 Part 
Serve) Pravid not te managing recreetion and ape space arthur urhen areas that other 
than netorwlly age fecant hetor areas the Neteons! Part Service srowld mot be 
wworwed «= urbe parts Even though these offcasts were not apec tically asbed 

the cnpresseo” @as thet ths teelieng ato applied to state pert recreetio areas 

except thet slete parks srowld be Closer to urban ares 


Beytown howeve faced ath the reaporedhity of Gewrtapeng manta and mamapeng 
anew ares of regan part mre wauid welcome help trom any Quarter Fawr siternetwo 
to the protien were orted « comtered county City prayect Comiened Oty state proyect. 
commitened federal orty proyect oF a commtynetion of af! of the precedhng alternatives to 
prowde help on develapement and mamtenance of the Brownwoad Part 


ADEQUACY OF EXISTING PARKS AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 


Publ parts and recreatvonal facets are madequate at a! levets im the Houston 
Gatveston regan The defroremces imctude pragrarns and services as well as mdacr amd 
outdoor taciity need: The tacal parts and reoreetron departments are mab ing Cort mca! 
eftorts to prowde reoreatona anparturrtes tor area resents tut om many cases the 
(apd grow of commen tees has made ot Gffrow!t to beep pace arth the ever moreageng 
reeds of the perp: tat ecm 


1 adic tram the Pegh cost of land om Meawly papwleted areas slong arth the large 
portron of ava lathe funds that must te devoted to KeOesRary per ations and marmtenamor 
has severely bom ted the devetapement of mew areas ard tae ehitees 


Low emcomme residents telt that there were macequate faceitees for gral! oPridren 
and serwor ortizena a need for year round faoriitees madequete plarnewng for parts 
and poe acoew. 


The per mecrmne grams felt that There shen td Be mere Breas OM Bree rman pOreiye 
paserve FeCreetron uch as Meture Study and peormeting amd thet there was @ reed for 
mare Wemer recreetear Et emg Pet erg ered pegperag 


Up@er moore arte reeddents and CoOmservetion orgarwz ations felt that there was a end 

for tax revel to emoewrage the retention of apen apace || was alec noted thet some 
Pest eng areas were her adversely cma ted Pry ew Orreadertia Geveragrnents ascent 
te # pert 


PLANNED AND POTENTIAL EXPANSION 


PRIORITIES AND PRESENT PROJECTS 


The Texas Parts and Wadite Department utiwes the Texas Outdoor Recreation Pian mm 
Getermrmwng the -wed tor parts oF recrestrona tacdi:tees and om estabiatwng pr ecrrtees 

tor taceteng OF Gevetapeng new and es eting parts and recreations! areas The plan defines 
repos! preortees tor land aogere tron ane taceity Gevelaprnent and estatinhes 
reaper tes by tewe! of government and prewete enterprise for meeting the recrestcona 
rwmeds of the state 


Two traad # 098 & * COmedered °m Getermmmng future acreage need: for the Tenas State 
Parts Syste preaervetion of urque OF Gutstandeng rescwroes and prowman of 
autdoor renre stron Prearvtes tor aogurertion of outstanding resources are Geterr rr | by 
the urequeness of the area the degree to wich fs endangered ancl Ts awarlatre st 

The deterrenation of recrestional land nee 's  Grectly related by the Texas Parts and 
Wadte Department to recreetromets particapetion rates and exrmting facrity or 
recreational anpeorturwty sugpty Preorites for parks and amen apace nm Marrs County 
are om reaponee to stent demand The present emphases 6 On aogurtion of land atong 
weterweyt partowlarty the heyaus 


Marrs County has @ Countywwele agency thet trees to anteomete papelatan growth 
pharrng parts But each commrmemoner makes the fina! deormon for hs precemet E act 

COP RR ONE Drapes hs Owe Duchget whet = adhusted and agproved Dy the Corrwrrgs comer s 
Ort 


Mayor ongorng proyects by Marrs County are Cypres Creet (a rear part stong portiors 
of the oreet) Barter Reservor (2s comosptue! plan for qpeca! mvterest group facvivtes) 

and Armand Bayou (a nature Comter under lease to a private momproft orgarnzation) The 
perts and apen apace pian for Marrs County « @ statement of goats anc standards rather 


ther @ proyect apec: fe plan 


Houston § placrng @ "aor part ard apen anace ee ass OF Gevrlanng presen lly Owned 
land The orty also tees thet there « a great need to catch up on pragrarmns 


Proor tees are evtatriahed by the tolloweng procedures the parts and recreation 

Aepart omen prepares & 2 year Cap tal emGrOVmrnmr ts preg ae comerg Fhe pT ard rmquemsts 
fromm eC reeTt ran Conrme.'s art come Chute the mayer s of fioe rewrmuns fe Gee usrmert 

ard the Gace? 6 ber tied to the orty comme! for rewew are apuprowel frgmt os 
eerey POC er ved freer omental Comer hrnem Gureng preperatrcan of the (apr tal mmr owernents 
prog a The deur ert 6 elie tO atpr etre? Guring fhe reward apy owe! Pree res 


Houston « currently wolved two mao longrange proyects “Thee tor 76” « 
GeawtfCateaon and on™prOwement proyect of two Gowntow” pets and 2 portion of Buftao 
Beyou Partwey and Cullen Part 2 regen part to be Gewriaped m Addats Reservow 
acjecemt to Herr Cownty’s Bee Creek Part. The Cullen Park propect hes on eemediote 
problem because the teawng of 12.000 acres trom the Corps of Engereers cannot be 
COMBI etE Unt mew Mydrotapcs! studes are completed Abaut $5 milion of the $17 
ocho Bord aave are sctedvied tar these two proyects 


Baytown has 2 Oty COwncH /Crty manager form of governement Part and apen apace prioritens 
are established throug? the budget preparation process The parts and recrestion 

Gepert ment prepares an anrwel budget efach « comedered by the ofy Cow»! slong arth 
other crty ceeds and changes are worked aut among the parks Gepertment the orty menage 
and the crty cowncd tm addition to the aogquirtion of Srownwoad. the co'ty « developing 
three parks totaleng 13 acres. thet were formerly sary cary sewer faceetees These parts 

are Deng devetaped as weghborhoad parts 


Galveston County § preartes tor recreations! develap ment are preservation of the dunes 
and prowrmon of beach pocket parts that will prowde safer cleaner beaches without 

the dangers of vetmowlar traific The cownty's gos! « to prowde off beach parting 
Camneeng areas publ restroom: showers dreseng roorns foad and rental concessions and 
game areas The county 6 also planmung pub bost ramps sports fetds fisheng pert 

and tacrltes on Botwar Perwnauia and « planing to comwvert surplus federal lend et 

Fort Treva, Fort Crockett, and Jack Brook's Part to reorestions! use 


Ga'veston § preor: tees are gemdla to Galveston County 8 atang the beaches but sermmermng 
pools are the most needed faceity The orty s tap preority « the devetapment of Agp te! 
Part « praposed beach part on the east end of the sland 


Costs arwd Sotvedhu tong 

Cost fgures and schedules for enplementing plawned resaurce protection and utihization 
ph. 8 and programs are mot avelable mm the concne unoornghcsted form thet can be 
presented om thes raport Each purradee trom s costs amd scheduieng are cortarned im the 
comm@tes tees of an arrwal fudget im the case of Marries County there am overall buciget 
tha. 6 Greeded emto essentially four complete budgets ome for each precenct of the 
oownty 


Corrs.) pemts 

Lect of tucws and persermne! legs @ OOMSTT arnt OF mmplermmenting present plans than i 
8 2 COMSTr arnt Upen develaprng plans and pragamns to meet the reoreatronal needs of 
the regron Each agency plans (ts parts pragram artim the face! commetitran fer tar 
dollars Ths praness ase bts use of federal state amd private matctreng funds 
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"he Governmental structure of Marrs County « oot com@ducwe to regan long range 
phere and o™otementatien There as parts and recreation plang Gena trent tut 
there a OO COvwT yards Gapar trent regporeiile tor emplementatcan Bile rarntenwence 
ors ager eters at The preoet tewe may Oraure Sect BOOOu Lalit) ad Fear ewererss 
to the readients of the oreceet «fa "OT COmdkscewe to omplETmentatcan of Count yeretde 
pert plateeng and Geveiapment The county pobeteca structure prowdies little aga ence 
thet turds for parts and recrestio” are quent afere the need « greatest 


Vary offecnats tekeewe thet the teders! gowermement lacts netons recreetcrne pole ams 
wd goes o @ vet 2 lect of coprdmetor enon warcaus feders agence: and Comp cated 
Pracesurls 6 a eT BEGement to empermerntat cr 


Comments were aso made that the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 5 2 roadie 
” Coordinating pragans of Qual purpose im Maad control proyects OMB has gerer ally 

' wored the less expensve methad of stream charwnelzatian om flaad contro! pr opm ts 
rather than the tang range doa! devetapment of amen land m flocciplerns The letter 
practice afthaugh emmeadetety mare expenswe tures Gul to te mare temeficca! and more 
cost effective om the tang run tor both recreations and flaad contro! purposes 


A Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation restriction on the use of Land and Water Conservation 
Fund mores prevents Houston fram weg LWCE money to devetap schoo! drstret lands tor 
recreations! purposes The Bureau will not fund a proyect on leased land if the lease 
mchudes a canoetietion at wii clause The schoo Gretrict rncates thet it cannot 

make tong term teases because of ever changeng schoo! needs 


Marrs County depends most heawly upor bond funds and LWCF grants tor land aogursrtroan 
and devetaprrent Private contributions are also an emmportant source County part bord. 
are reperd trom the general cownty fund ~ the samme tas source as for af other Cownty 

fume toms except fland contro! and roads 


The base funds far the Houston Parts Department are bond saves passed by public vote 
in the past, bord maues were 67 to $3 milion The tsst bord passed was §17 million to 
be apent dureng 1976 1078 — the largest the crty parts have ever had Mowston also retees 
On pr wate Gonatrons  imchudeng matctung funds from private dumatrons These funds are 
Comeder atly augmented ty teceral g ants 


Baytown stated that without federal funds the crty would have one half of what | does 
tadey Baytown aso "ees on bond mauwes and prrvate donations Baytown s Bcenternmna 
Pare was Burlt om COmpunction wth the schoo! dretrect and a $60 GOO donation trom 

pr wate —Brwrheals ard evchustry 


Galveston and Galveston County have estemerve aogurt’ ond develaprment plans ame the 
pans are berng cenphermented By werng funds and land from privete donations local tanes 
and heres weers tees and matomeng funds frorm esrsteng federal pregr arms 


ACQUISITION AND PRESERVAT*ON OF OPEN SPACE 


Wetrecatts of F rraderee 

The tolliomeng sate) esglares apteans and sternetwe agyt tor mating ane Space stes 
aeeiaee (tO serve ure owed (sted are cera methads of partie’ ad ape space 
agus tor and offer aption tor land protecton and recrestions! Gevetapment Some 
eo reteng teders# pragrant thet (a prowde asectarwe and turdeng tor aogu. rng and 
Gevetapeng recreations areas are Gescr ied (A Parts Pian for Marra County wes 

the mayor reterence tor thes sector | 


Purchee —s the preterred methad of part aoguetran «6 purchase tee Ths 
procedure gees the agency af of the reghts asscceeted arth the praperty and enaures 
thet -t eel! Ge Gewoted to pert use torewer The Gaadvartage of tee purchase « thet 1 
6 the most expenswe torm of aogurertion Generally ( tunds are avelabie an agemncy 
will purchase praperty om fee for park wee 


Lew Thar Fee Purchase (Ths perme ts the landowner to retan some nghts or 

prerog owes relatwe to the pragerty aogurred The most commnon form of legs than tee 
pure ase (6 the easement When an agemcy seoures an easement Comm ts (tae! to perform 
withenm that easement arly those fumetrons far atch the easement was secured |f the 
easement Gaowment = caretully worded « may be posse to wthize an easement for 
mare than one purpose For example fan easement or reght of way 6 purchased tor 

road purposes « mey be possible to Cometruct a road and a near part tagether on the 
praperty A flaad comtro! easement may be used premar:y for flaad contre! fut have a 
secondary ute as recreational apen apace 


The advantage of the purchase of an easement rather than gwrehese im fee 6 thet an 
easement normally lew expensive Senoe the praperty Owner retans some rights to the 
property (t remaens on the tan roles and the gurchase price « related Grectly to 

those reghts sold and those retamned 


Corser vation Easements Conservation easements are restrec trans that landowners place 
on the praperty which are legally Dencleng on present amd future owners Conservation 
easements can be an effective way for a gowernmental agency to achveve the gow of 
preserving land from develapment at a cost less than purchase m fee it i mot rare 

to find owners who want to keep possessor of thew land and yet take stems to sa i 
frorn devetapernent 


A conservation easement essentially a rmreans by whch the owner of land can transter 
certarn reghyts om land to @ Qual fed Comservatron organzatian OF to @ governments! 
agency Graniing of « COMservation easement does not mwotve tramster of tithe or 
Ownership to the land tut ft mmvolwes @rerng eu samme of fhe reghts to develap te land 


& comaervetion esservent a tes ue and Can & er iTien to Olude simrost amy bund of 
restr ted use apreed to by Te cave” and Te essemment fore || can prowde to 
eoampite Met thre lend Ge left competes — (ts WetluTe wate | Car prowde Tet 
oorrens achevtees may Ge corre? Oo auch as terme Murteng « C ‘ater oO garg 
ot Can prowde tor ere ted Gevaert auch a the corstructeon of e tee Movers An 
eqeerrernt can te agppled to # enters praperty o to se porter of ¢ auc” as the lend 
sory He Pore of 2 late & ream Mt cer be executed w Met « lets forever be 

ger petue easement) o to aterm of years (2 term easement) 


Aedes from the ape fe restr tans eet forth i the easement Gaouwment the owner of 
the ion reters of offer rats & De Graperty Me ee) Gere 1 Gem we om ary 

=e, COmestont ath the revtirateors can eel ¢ iweon t and gwe o leave the 
ard om) he all The Gane stl Mas the cbigeteon to pay taees on the pr aperty 
eto these ay te atetant aly reduced fe ause of The eetrecteans thet Mews Deen 
ogra’ or the are 


Recrestion of Puttee Uve Emsormerts Pte use easements Oe tor Comsersation 
Paserments That the agency purchaaes from an owner the reght of the mucin to wee lared 
tor a apec:fed purpose rather than the ouwner s rght to Go certarn Thengs on the land 
PAP URE REROORNTS Be POS TvE ReRREONTS on That they adhd a use to laren rather than tebe 
288 away Such easerments cam be an effective way to prowde putin use of an aree et a 
FOAu0ed BOQu a tO" COST | he COMEETWaT CON faseTmOEnNTE FeOreeT CO" OF pubie wee 
easements Ca) be wr Tten to mohude sirmost any tend of use agreed to by the owner and 
the easement holder For erage of Cam prove trae! Ge BCT O88 OF errr nthe! 6 
property «| can prowde tor mutic acoees tor faheng oF boeting to s lahe oF stream 

Cam attow tor Pumteng on the land oF oan prowde the putin reght to wae an arte 

few ge met fee OF OR eer OVROM ta Otel aT HO” Stuy 


Tre Purctane of Sertane Rights Oviy Tig oe ameter methead of legs har tae 

aOQu eto 6m gue @ tramaartion the surface 6 abtaned tor the puiien avtele the 
eT a OghTs are retamed by offers Ths an emterety satiate tory metad of 

aque tron {beth partes agree OF pertentia means and tacatean tor the ex trae thom 

of any meres advance of the COMM atan of thre purohaae Drill #108 are owt 
neoe tsar: /y moore ie ath part uae | they are praperly taceted and soreerned 
Proweors must aise be made tor aooegs to the Goll & tes aetent Garceprteng part 

ae tee tees Cwrowsly of the munerats to te ee tracted reaper a Gye grt Frrenerng 

ager ator then coms further cormeeder ator wowld hawe to be gwen to the ser tate ty of 
the ete for part purposes 


Long Term Lessee =A tory tore lease 6 2 satieta tory means for aogurring part 
Pragerty °° OOrtarm atuatans Altheug® thoge cond thorns Getating « ease of praperty ter 
pert Purposes are more apt to Gomer mm & Mmutwome COMmtert there are metances when an 
ager y ay UMG@Re to ease praperty |! an cmemnedante need eniets for ree reet one 


factors tor 2 reason ay large papwieton and mo setatactory ote « aeliatie tor 
p@urchase oF tf mo funds tor @urchese are aeeliabe Then s teaee ay be appraprute 
Leese ore viously ade Getaeen gowerementa agence Tha @ @ preternd arr argent 
tecaver there «2 strong \eeihoad het the property at! remaen o some tore of gure 
ace oO use Lease agppeements growld be tor af east 2D years © order to pert the 
Gegrrecetion of eTngrovemnents plated upon the graperty ( « tact there « e oroapert 
Tat The ee@rovements a! te removed af the ere of the leaner per ccd 


Leaaes are the ees! wetetactory wey Of seowring TeOrest one ape gpace bec aware they 
we temgorary (f the land « esperewe and Gffow!t to aogure today how much more 
Sf ow!t and esperewe will «t be at the experatean of the ease’ However « 2 tease 

wt 2 purchase apt Can Be seoured then tig oretted of smouwreng o tes Eecerrnes rreore 
wtractwe Also (2 ease Can be obtarwd afc al mate FeOrRet one Gar turn las 
avelatle ant ittie oF Oo Caprtal cost and of the ox tence of auch an arrangement 
Goes not Geter the warch tor a more permanent eiotron oF fit Smrwes as & guage 
to ev eting facvites them t a a setetactory eternal we 


Donstam = Demetions are a heghly prized metmad of aogu tom and grea! IS be 

a tevety sought But ony of the proactive ates are Come STENT with agency grote es 

Tre donation of a small arte arith lem ted aooees and me rartusr al armen tis COnshd te 
Gerremerta to the sy stern om that marntenamce COSTS weld Guta amy temefits ane rung 
to the ete An agency showld reyect Gonetrons moarectont ath the agerey § pore ws 

on Thome ath COMA tans ahem may te terdemscme to fulfill Dermatecrns ant gga rte 
Beverage! ar treme tH arne rag remments or Those mmwctwrng & Gund Bro Guo sPrenvtd 

be recewed wrth some tragpedatcan and chosety rewmued 


a ee Thee ae quent THs Fmmurlt om the purchase of a 
praperty wich «on turn leaeed hact to the orwenal owner for ether a certanm tone or 
the ite of the omwner Suro angurra Troms COmSt tute an apen apace land hare o thet 
e future part tac etn 6 guaranteed Purchase er ces for auch prapertees are usually 
attractors Dec awae the Owner « apared praperty tares and excessive rent for a gern ¢ of 
years Doratroms oo btw of sake ath other comd tans rermaermng fhe samme a however @ 
CAE BOQ RTO” apt ran 


Land Use Zeng This author ty ailows @ COP ty fo “Ogle land uae amd preweot 
The reson ta COrenere cae amd orthstr ral Gevetageenent of Larus ahem are rent tur tod 
for sue Gevetaremernt (1 8 & pra Teoularly eahuatee retired fer retaenerg lars Sur tabee 
for fom Corto! Ua® agrrOerltert a! Purposes oF reOreet~orae wae 


The lace of Fomrng Comtrots and a pony Of taxatron hase on the eghest amd beet wae 
of the lard Mas ero aged repadion tia and commenere a devetagenent met ary of the tr omg 


6! 


of flood prone areas but aiso of the areas most subyect to Girect fi coding, with « 
rewitant los of exnsteng agrcultural lend and potential recrestional lands Uline lity, 
hugh costs will be mmourred because of Gamnaging fic xs and expense flood contro! proyects 


Houston Goes not ermploy land wee Porung as 2 preservation techrugque, but the coty of 
Gatveston has been ung rorwng for over 40 years to regulate Gevelapment on the bem tex! 
space available to then on Galveston island 


Mandatory Pat Oedicatom 809 These ordinances can aserst rapidly growing Commmurn tees 
m acquiring sufficent apen space anc part lands to serve the needs of mew resents 

A city OF COUnTy may enact an ordinance that requires a Gevelaper to donate a standard 
percentage of land of an equivalent anount of money to the communty specifically for 
creating a park Wile such mandatory dedications do 11 totally elerenete the mncreamng 
Gucrepancy between the supply and the dernand for parks and recreation areas they do help 
to alleviate sorme of the ermmrnediate needs created by new housing develapments in the study 
area, ony Galveston County and La Porte are presently wang this method 


Sources of Funding 
An agency should utilize that sowrce of funds or serves of sowrces for parks acquisition, 
Gevelapmrent and aperatrons and marntenance that proves to be most advantageous to the 


agerkcy 


In sorme city and cownty governments momwes apprapriated from the general fund are used 
aimost exclusrvely for mamntenance and aperations Some acquisitions are made usrng funds 
frorr the general fund contingency account, but moreasing cormpetition for general fund 
dollars by a range of agency services effectively precludes ths use of general funds for 

land aoqurtitron on most cases 


Part bonds «sued by cites, cowntees and state governments are the prime source of 
funds for the aogursitr-> and develaprment of recreational apen spece These bonds are 
genera! obligation bonds wich rewst be retered with general tax recespts Park bonds rust 
compete with other types of murncmpe! bonds for the tax dollars necessary to repay them 


Revenue bonds const: tute another source of borrowrng for park mmprovemnents Revenue 
bonds may be ssued to frnamoe the comstruction of improvements thet will generate revenue 
whch can be used to retere the bonds improvements could be tennis centers golf courses, 
reaing stable marines and other revenwe praduceng face tes 


The concesssonnare lease agreement « 2 variation of the revenue bond sowrce of 
fundeng Under ths form of fundeng an agency leases public praperty to a private 


entrepreneut who 1 turn constructs tacutes for whch fees can be charged The lease 
ayeement may tipwilete Tat 2 percen age Of these fees be returned to the agency a5 a 
lease payment. The result « a puble taciiety atch might not otherwae have been 

ae pate 


User Fees collected trom endenduats and concesmonnares in venous public parks 
are waually eal, and thew aggregete gum « allocated to taciiitees aperstion and 
Mantererce 


Private comtribytron of tunds « a very Gewrable methad for parkland soqurtion, 
because such « donation frees exiting agency funds for other fugh priority needs Prwate 
conmtribwtors can normally use such Gonstions as @ Grrect tax write off and they aso have 
the satrsfactson of making a valuable comtrifution to ther community 


Tenas beach mantenance grants prowde a source of fundeng to aserst counties and 
murmcepaltees withen Texas im cheanrng and mantarwng Gulf Coast beaches These grants 
help to offset the hugh costs whch are mmowrred partly as a result of a hugh seasonal 
influs of nonremtent beach users 


US Treasury Department Revenwe Sharing Funds may be weed erther for land acquisition 
or facditees develaprnent 


US Department of Housing and Urban Develapment (UD) Community Development block 
garts have supplanted categorical grants by HUD Community Develaprment funds may 
be used for parts and recreational facriitres om lower moome areas 


US Bureaw of Outdoor Recrestion Land and Weter Conservation Funds (LWCF) are 
adrrerustered by thes agency withun the Department of the interror The Bureaw allocates 
mores to each state which may wee them to furd up to 50 percent of the soquwisition or 
develapment cost of parks ard recreational facies The parks and widiife department 
is the adrrinistering agency for the LWCF in Texan 


Feder a! legrsiatron perrerts US Arey Corps of Engmeers funding of wo to 50 percent 
of the cost of epmmprovernents such as trans roadways utitres and recreational 
develiapements om COMpune tian with an autherzed Corps proyect Application must be 
made to the deetrict office 


Federal legeliation also perm ts US Department of Agriculture funding for 5O 
percent of the cost of aoqurertion and development of water orented recreation faci tres 


 Gperatron resource comservetion and develaprment areas 


Tre US Department of Transportation (DOT) adrrunsters two pragrarns orremted toward the 
cometruction of Deteways  @ Dekeway demonstration progam tunded by the Federal Highway 


Adrrumastr at10n ad 2 biheway Construction program funded under the Urban Systems Section 
of the Highwey Act of 1973 a: amended. The Texas Department of Highweys and Public 
Transportation «@ the administering agency for both programs DOT atso provides funds for 
varuportetion studees and beau tifrcation 


U.S. Depe-tment of Labor CETA grants and Job Corps funds may be weed to provide 
trarreng and manpower for the devetaprnent and aperation of the ste 


US Feth and Wildirte Service tunds are available for bermited involvement ») urban 

fateng and neture study programms Thus agency msuves grants to state and fish and garne 
agerxses under the Pittman Robertson programm for aogursition of land and develaprnent of 
habrtat for mongamne species and endangered specses The Dingell Johnson program 1 serrularty 
managed to aoquire land and prowsde Gevelapment for emprovernent of the fishery resource 


National Park Service (NPS) grants are avarlable for hestorncal preservation. and 
NPS personnel will provide lermited techrcal assrstance and demonstrations 


Sete Specific Anatysn 
Twelve sites with potential for meeting urban recreational needs or preserving sign ficant 


natural or cultural areas were identified through a rewew of existing plans Onsite 
evaluations were conducted to determine resource potential and addrtronal information 
wet obtarned through appropriate public offials Although most of the areas studred were 
not commdered to be nationally sagrwficant many are regonally or locally segry frcant 


Cypress Creek Parkway. Cypress Creek « a natural stream Gramwng a large area of 
sedimentary coastal plarn It begns approsimately 45 miles northwest of Houston and flows 
man easterly Grrection through relatively flat agrrow!tural land and woodlands unt: 

it converges with Spring Creek 20 miles northeast of the city The cormtened streams 
converge with the west fork of San Jacinto River 5 miles east of thew confivence 


Cypress Creek « acoessile fromm Houston by private transportation via Highway 280 and 
interstate 45. Farrn Road 1960 «« 5 miles sowth of Cypress Creek and parallels nearly the 
entire lemgtt, of the creek Newhborhood thoroughfares provide pedestrian access to an 
estemated 100 O00 peapte thing on that area but mo publ transportation « available 


Four thowsand acres are berng considered for aogurstion for a proposed 43 mule linear 
greenbelt parkway which wowld be within 7 miles of the northwest city bemits and an 
average distance of 18 miles from the papulation center of Mauston 


Appronenately 345 acres stong Cypress Creet are owned by Harris Cownty, another 800 acres 
are authorized for purchase by the county and the remaenrwng acreage os on private 
Owner ship 
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AcQuition costs would average $2 GOD ger acre tor 2 estemeted total! cost of $8 milion 
it @ etteneted thet « would cost §7 milkon to Gevetap the praposed 4 OOD acre lenew 
partway to rts tullest potentia and woawld cost beteveen $700 C00 and S800 COO arerailly 
0 Cage ate ard mpertan ot 


Praposed methads tor future furdeng of the proyect mmclude @ varety of tetera! tures tor 
halt of the mecensary momes ae @ Commnetion of lace! iaem bonds and prwete Gonstions 
tor the remawng halt ident: fed potential tedera! asestance moludes the and and 

Water Corservation Fund Cormmunty Devetapment funds Resource Comserwation and 
Devetapment Deatrict turcts and Corps of Engewors fiead contro! funds (tor aogure tron 

of land a8 a nonstructural sotutiom to tacal Mrendeng protlerns) 


Other aptrams omctude the use of COmserwetion and recreation easements tor aoquretion of 
pute mterests land where ivtenewe recreations Geveloyments are mot praposmd 


Cypress Creet « premarily surted for use ass greenbelt partwey prowdieng active arnt 
paseve recreation and = secondar:ly suited for apen ap ce and Metural area preservation 


The comstrarnts afech would ret the use of the praposed pertwey are uk of Guth 
tramaportatron and benrtatrans to devetapyng recreation compieres near the streambed 
because ¢ «6 ™ 2 fload prone area 


Cypress Creet « segewficant tacally om thet ( wowld protect rapidly Gwindiing natural 

areus and apen space from the approactung encroachment of urban and commerca! devetapment 
are’ prowde recreation tor the matle residents of greater Houston (papwiatron agproactwrg 

2 moihen) 


The site wowld meet recreational needs for the lace! ares to a agri foant extent because 
there are only two private recreation sites and one small county park stong the entire 
43 rile length of the creet 


Spring Crest. Seoring Creek crams a large ares of relatively fet coastal prarnrve 
imterwpersed with dere woodlands The headwaters of the creet orgenate on Waller County 
apiprorrmatety 40 miles northwest of Mauston and flow in a southeasterly drrection through 
Montgomery and Marrs Counties A hugh percentage of the area has heen comwerted to 


ag cultural use 


Serine Creet i acoessiile by private tranapartatian on interstate 45 north of Hawston 
but no pub tramapertation « avellatle State Road 145 and Farm Roads 1480 1774 and 


7970 prowide access to Croserng pOHnts slang the strearn 


Sore 14 S35 acres ath the pur eadecteonms of Managomers ad Marrs Counters awe teen 
Bernt ted by fe Mauston Galveston Ares Caure as awng potential tor tree repens 
ports song the ete Acgua term costs would average $2 OOD per acre tor 2 tote! cost 

of $79 C68 COD Ox wetag nent and aper ator costs based on Cypress Crest proyect covts 
» aid te $1750 per acre tor Gevetanment aud $175 per acre per yor tor Gperetions ad 
al al ak od 


Proposed methads tor tundeng mctude the donation of tarnd and turds tram the private 
wt use of Conservation and recreation easements tor aogure tion of gusteec en terrets 

A" ethers onternwe recreations Gevetagprment, are mot prapoerd ad peogedie acguerpT «cr 
ad Gevetagrnent By CaQunty Gawernemnent ath matcteng turds trom tedker a searrors 


The stream os grernarity tiuerted tor water related recrestear = fiaPierng Carecmereg Samerrerrreg 
Carmrenng and peorecteng its seoondary wee wawld be for metural areas and amen apace 
preservatoor 


Hagh acquit tho” and devetagemnent costs o addition to the Lact of pustihec tr arapoartation 
would be mayor bem tateorns to use of the arte 


Ser ing Creet es segrificant regeonally om that would protect netural areas and open 
apace from the smmeachete threat of terng lost to raprdiy anproactumg urthan  enchuetr ial 
and commercial devetapment Part devetapment atong Goering Creet woustd Mein omnmet 
recreational needs of the estemated 75 COO peapie trwrng atten 5 mrtes of the strearn 


Buftate Bayou = Bu 'f ao Bayou begs as a narrow winding stream that flows em an 
easterly derection fram the Adchots Barter flaad contro! darns through Mauston s western 
reedential area where the hanes of the bayou are heawly woaded The character of the 
beyou Changes Gretimethy as «t flows fhraugh the central turseness Gretrict of the city 

Bex ause the bayou a aor Or arnage Channel im the area rmuch of the easterly portion 
has hee) channelized and statylized to comtamn frequent fload waters The hayau loses «ts 
stream character at the Port of Houston because (ts lower reaches are dredged and 
mrantarned a8 a mae sepprng CParwe! 


Buftao Bayou 6 anprosmmatety 40 mutes tong but only the portion west of the shep oharwet 
has recreational potential Ths portran os. ctten 20 eves of the comtral Bareemegs Gestrict 
(CBO) and +s realy anoeseityte on the residential areas and downtown area try push 
tranapertatror prevete automates and an tact 


Approsmmately 10 percent of the Buffalo Bayou metersmhed 6 im city OF County Owners 
and the reenarneng BO percent mn private Ownershep Acogursi tian costs are hegh  proes 
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hawe teen Quoted as teh as $° 26 GOO per acre om exc uewe weenta eee and $') per 
square toot (9572. 7270 per acre) = te CBD 


Houston as aoguired and Greertaped some parts song Te heya. at pas’ sseetarwe fran 

BOR Dwreng 1972 1973 SB6. G00 of LCE mores wore espernied to Gevetap |! mites of hhurg 
wd bit ong tras song te beyou The Oty « Currently plang 2 $6 milan Cheanup 
deveiagrnent ad teat te ator proyect mong Te beyou © te CBD and somal porte of 

the ote 6 Prag arerewed tur Gewmagenent on the wa toture One ateng Costs are 

al 


Loca tases prewete Gornetecorms ant teceral funder fave teen chert fd as toe sauroes 
of tunds Other aptrarms emctudte county OF Oty purchuee of reOrRetecrna easements 

fromm outtria! ard COrrrwrner cca! Lareiomererrs ahcrwg the taeyen, ared lared wae crerarces By 
fee pert A THOS GF CP det erg Gewrtcgerrernt om the fecntpr aon 


The ete ss pr. Carey teeter tor paserwe and active PROF Petr Gus as Bereratctreng 


Pe rect eng walkeng paggeng Beteng camareng and fiating Seoordary wae ecwid be 
for the preservetion of natural areas and apen space 


Semone the bayou © sutyect to “laadeg reoreetions bb velapement wawtd te bemrted near 
the streets Migh land aogure tran COSTS wrens ose te a Segre fecart factor om bermrtemng 
the wee of the arte for reoreetian 


Arm aed Bayon Armand Bayou 4 am essentially unaltered short show stream The 

tult of the stream 6 ager estuarine ath wearable salewty and emaderate tide! ac tron 

Der se stands of trees ath emgoraus growth border the waterway and fhe area COmtans an 
awndant aquatc plant and arena! tte Armand Bayou © atin the western Guill of Merwo 
Coastal Plan prowenee am atenost featuretegs tapag apy mown as the coastal pr are 

The area as 6 true of the emtire Houston area @ subeddng Gue to the reductean of Mud 
preseure om the aquifers amd the remowal of o! and gas 


Tre 2000 acre ste 6 apron mately 2% emcies seu theast of Mouston and 26 reoches mor thevest 
of Galveston it « acoeseile by privete tramapertation we the Guill Freeway (US 76 

ard trvterstate 45) tut there = mo pute tramaportation to the ete and pedestrian acoees 

8 Of Freust 


About SOS acres are owned by the city of Pasadena and | $15 acres are owned try Marrs 
County Aoguretrenm costs are estrmated at $10 GOD per acre Devetapmment costs for the 


MOMprOt | privately Ger eted Nature COmter were provided By private donations 
bet fegures were unavetatte Operating ooets are grag armed at $120 C00 per year 


Arron? Beyou 6 seg tecant 8 Tel w ares DeLavee ¢ 6 preeErved © 2 reat wey 
uvenered wate The gree resaurors are auch Tet fry ore not adaptable to omteree 
reer wae want Geetructean of The teyou s Tete ewtues Many of the offer 
beyous « Tr aree Seer Geen Oherrerled Gedged o fad Geertanment Gow’ ator to 
Ter, Chet altered tee Cher acter ad Gestroyed thee setura ares eraegty Tha ares 

6 Derg MuSeed Dy te Natron Pare Gere s Gul Cossta Pian Nature Regeen Thewe 
Suey tear for Correa ete” ase GROter te Nature larernar’ 


& aren Fem Toe cre Brazos Rewer teagens at the pure tec of the Oouwtne Mauritian 
ard Sat Forts = Stonewall Caunty The rwer tows o @ sautheaster'y Grectean tor over 
SD mies unte ¢ reaches the Gull of Meemo at Freeport Tesas [he landiterm om the 
Stay whe 6 Crear ey Deg COMB Br are at ned arcceiarets ae! Cote leben rel 
oer portear of the lard hes teen COmeerted to agreculture wae Cattle @wareng and ov 
wd gas price tec 


The Brazos River =< agroe matety 27% to SO) mites trom the mayor papuletiar Centers of 
Houston and Galveston and 6 premari'y accesetele By priwete tramapartatcan at tr aige 
reghts of way 


Most of the lands stomg the fever are 6m griwete caynershe ant the excepto of seme 
large fares thet tetong to the Tesas State Praon System One arte om the sterty area 
the 4 897 acre Mates Ranch mea Rosertherg has heen aoqgurred ty the Tenac Parts and 
Wid te Department et «cost of $6 BOO COD wtc® guts the average arc’ watue of that 
ote ot $1 408 per acre 


Devetapment costs (based on figures prowded by the Tesas Parts amd Weidiite Depa tenet) 
would range tram %.' GOO to $50 COO per acre depending on the complies ty of the devetapenent 
Oper ateng Costs wowtd range from $200 to $% C00 per aore arwnsal ty 


Alternative wa, 8 tO make other artes awerlatele to serve amen apace “ends mechude a tar 
revet tor agro! tural lands the purchase of flead contro! easements by the Corps 
of Ergeneers state oF County wrth reoreetrone! develapment as a soondery usage 
and the leaerng of prewatety owned ramctiand for reoreet nora! pmrrpemes 


The Brazos River gemrms to te moet tuted as a cornder tor the preservatcon of agen 
Wace arth ge lee teed etes at bey lac ations Gevetaped for warraus FRC Retr a ae Trent es 


One of the mayor bere tatrons to use of the ete 6 the lact of pusbie tramanertatron 
FOr) Pp elm OCOrvhers Magh aogperartron Costs Cowl aso te @ berrtemg ‘acter om 
BOQ N@ WES shor The river F hue tuatrorms « water levels and a raputation fer 
CME OD THERE OUT OPM ES aenrtel berm T Bree tery arid sewer cry 


Tre Brazos Rive a one of The tem relists) Unellered wErmeys om The Moston Galventon 
Budy wee The soguete of scarred mong (t bees at seme ted Grertaged 
a a A 

OC RST cere TRS eter Cem on The study aren 


fer Jacerae Rewer The Se daoerto River tetow | ste Mauston @ 2 heures Stree 

Tat eweretts 0? @ scaterly Geren tear tran. the | abe Mauetan Gar tor aggroer eatery 1S reiies 
Pwoug Coasla plas Gere woudian & ard tebe “lets rid of ererges act Butte 

Beya. me Havetan Soe Over The confine of the taro streerns foams eoto Gal enetan 
Bay saw of Bay tow 


The average Getanwe of the ete trom Mousten s CBD « 16 writes The rower « accenedte 
Dy pr wets ate ao Gretta Road to te weet cfd Bearman Road to me cart Croutny 
Lynette Road to the east aud interstate 10 to the sawt 1 6 sae aocwuedne 

to toca! getbeotr ae trate 


A very eral! por than of The ares 6 om gn he OmmmerEhg There are terme arma! cone ty 

ports totateng 26 acres ard San Jacwnto State Meters! Part totateng 445 acres the 
ee oe Oe ee i ee ee 
oes for per ewate ame cred Pears arnt furl! Teme KORO OrE prea Te Fee reeteee areas | Hahoeng 
Cares) petro Oherrca praneeeng plants of and gas prada than O@rrrmnerc a Geyvehagrernerts 
8 ard) ged wane Gagne ete 


Land wahues overage $28 COD per acre arn! Gevetegrmnernt costs for PROreeT mr ae Gem thy 
Plated to the cometer ty of the devetegrmnernt (1 eetermetad that Oost tamed am 6 cera 
ata devetagenert costs wauwtd range trom $1 THO to $246 SOD per acre Operating (osts are 
estomatad to range tram $176 to $2 680 per are arwnsally 


a ae ee Oe ee es 
the lard adipowrwng the reve creo Memeyer There are alternative ways for 

ee ie ee i 

of of aed gas fetes for rRormetior and GRO” spake PORE wEThO” Erhwete Geratmer~ «am 

he sere feet fer aequet tram amd Gevetagement of reyerpete ree reat ecm Fae ol temR arnt 

Hoe (Ontre! GaRerrerts Cam alae te amd for ree reat cer 


Tre Sar decent Revers gremmnarity guvted Sor aeter elated reermetean aue® as faheng 
ee Oe a eg 
the water Guaity 6 not adequate for water comtact amerts The arte 6 aeeeruhar iy 

we ted a8 @ preserve for caper qnane 


a a) ee a RB err BRT cal CeRmr em ere cal ard Fhenemt 6 Hm Reon Cewerioagprne cut 
ee a ee oe fe oe 


Gr enaged Tet waved Hew meet Me lace recres «orgs "wed toe greet estent Pumice 
owrerwr® of 2 large porta of the ste eauld protect ¢ trom further wre dabe Corre cae 
ED OT ae reer carer eerrrt 


The ete @ segretecent tecauee f @ antien 7 emites of Mauston § Oty beets and aoutd 
te eee) acoruedee to es arg segment of Mauston § papwleteor That bees om the 
ror twas! sec tea of Te ote 


Lave Cowes. ate Comwor 6 a 0ity meter nay eserwor 80 mies trom Mauston 

ord OF moss trom Gelwestan The ste was torre by a earth) til Gar across the west tore 
of the San dacwrto Raver The landlorn « rotieng "eaey forested ( «tal pravre 

we Var Gercedts and pews Agarose emnatety 2 percent of mur renee lard Mas fame ¢omwer teed 
to agus turw uae A portean of the ghoretene ¢ teeny Gewrtagerd a8 prieete cer rhet era 

ard (eediont a! areas Met eet hede putin reOrReteorne ute 


Laee Corwoe « acoesette trom Houston wa interstate 45 State Roads 105 149 1097 
wd 137% ate the ete acnesedve to tone! traffa tht gute travaportetcon «@ mot 
eee lates to fe ate 


Tre US Forest Serene Owns and amer ates 3D tes of ghoreieme and 76 COO acres acaoert 
to Laee Compwoe Forest Sere aoguietror costs are estemated et 7 COD per acre and 
OGY BTS ak eR aCe CORTS are eet ated af GOO per deveined recreation are 


Devetage ent and ape atean Costs of preeete reoreetcra ates atong | ate Conroe are 
preareed fe tre Peg Agere Sound 6 @ pr owete reemhOrn tial recreational Gevetapenent om 
rhe west shore of Late Conroe where the reedences Cost anprosmmetety $100 COO 
Rie reat cre Gevetag “rent gue a6 gel! CORE ROR ChB ORO Ha OR BERET INORG peEHE 
ar) PROwes COTS ae Cmprereewe TO Burst arid oramervt ae 


Tre detarwe of the ste from papwlathon centers amd the lace of pute tramagertation 
merch beret wae of fhe arte amd hegh angura tran COSTS wowkd posed y \vrmt wee of the 
ate tor gusteine reOreet rar 


Thre 6 owrent Serve @ consid pay @ Prayer rome om fur ther pudhe reOrmatrore! Gevelagenent at 
Late Comwor hee auae | has fhe author ty to devetap and manage reoreetronal farts at 
me ete The Forest Serene aso has the autherity to lease ates for reormatiornae! 

BOVERI ONT FO Lea Governments and private organ zatrams F umdrng for devetagenment cout 
poteertially come tram loca tares bonds prewete Gomatrarns ard mateteng funds from 

er ieting federal prog arms Future recreational Gevetapenent « hemng planned try the § orest 
Ser we & 
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Lave Cowroe « sg~whcent a 2 recresteorw! ete tacelly and epee) and the 

at srg ores @ pubic Cererive 6 wgwticent a @ Forest Serwwe area The iste 
we Suted tor eter reisted recrestic such as seeerrermeng femerg Geeteng peorece eng 
and camgeng and afer « «4 tully Gevetaped to recrestion all play 2 very emortan 
rome o tui tileemng recreetions "eds of the mate reacdents of the Mauston Galveston 
wre 


Lame Howton = wef Houston 6 2 man made wate sug) "eserwor un the San 
dace Rover The andtorm around the ase + rolleng Cogstal prare at dense pene 
wr Merdeoad waadiend slong the shormione ad trtutares The ete a acoesndele ty 
Or wete Y anaperteteor and lace! pedestrian traffa tht there @ mo guste ty aragper tanec 
to the te 


Late Houston has about 12 240 surtace sores and aggroermatety 40 ile of ghoretene 
The entire surface acreage Gam and face tes betong to Houston aed 319 acres on the 
sce tweet shore tetong to Marrs County (Atenander Deussen Part) A 2 766 acre regrone 
part ete has teen ent fed on the marth shore try the Mauston Galveston Area Comme 


Acquieton of the wte would cost beta. 89.014 400 and S86 388 COD based om Current 
ard vatues Devetagment costs would be atewt $470 per acre arwally and apereteons and 
ae are would fe agpros mately SEOD per acre per yew 


hegh acquire Tran and develapment costs as well as the abeerce of pula tramapartatran 
would Posed y bert use of the arte 


Ore way om auch) the ste cowld fe made awarlatte to serve urban meeds 6 the purohase 
and devetagrment of setec ted bey srtes (ueeng feckera! grant mores) and the pure ase or 
Gorvatron of reoreetronal OF 8OmTEC faRemREe™TS to COmmeCt the devetaged areas Private 
devetagrmnent of reoreetional artes for pustic wae ath entrance tees ancl or user tees 
COND ao Te cemeter tab er 


Late Houstor «6 primarily tented for treghwwater related recreation Putin frgPemng 
Camenng boeteng prormctrng and aw rmmrng Secondary usage wens he preservation of 
Ope" Wpace 


Late Houston mow plays an mmertant mart om the ura reoreetrona Gelvery system om the 
Houston Galveston area Further recreational devetagnent sang | ae Houston shoreline 
would 'O 8 very greet ertent atlewate present and future reoreatrona defences tor 

the ematele resedenis of Mawsten and Galveston (1 1 seg fcamt lacally mm prownddeng 
present and future reereetian tO Mowstor § faprdly expanding papelatron due te ts 

Prosi ty to the Houston § pap latran Certer 
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AGGues Rewrrvor = 4.9008) Rewrvow a 2!) SO) acre Sand ConTrO reaerwor Oar’ 
by tre Corps of Enpeneers The lertitoren « revietie's "let cassia pram afec has teen 
COnwerted [CO apew'tws vee exoMpt song Te eae) eouded Creses Tet GO arn the ares 


Tre reservor « aprosemetety 1S mes eeet of Mauston s CBD (acter the ovty beret) and 
8 ory scoeupaee by prwete Y arapertatcr awd lace pedewtria wet 


Ver of @ portion of fe ote by Marre County @ geen by @ grate ease trom the Corps 

of Engerwern The county hes eased and Geertaped « 2 108 acre pert (Geer Crone Part) 
od Moustan « plang to tease ad Gevwrtap a)! FPG acre oty part (Costin Pat) atten 
the reRerwor ete 


Tote Cagrta! costs are proyec ted et $30 661 SOD 1976 OBR) arnt aperateons and maermtenewe 
8 preety prog arwred at S27R8 60D arenally 1977) Propecia apereteorns and mertenerwe 
costs would be $2 949 BOD arrneatly (198! 1O84) 


One malt of the devetagrment tunds tor the proyeet could te turmahed by the Corps of 
Engerwers the US Department of Agreouiture the Natrona! E adosmnent of the Arts ana 
the Land and Water Comgervetean Fond the otter halt could be furedhed By teowts anal 
were wt revere funds trom Maweton and prewete donetrons 


Prarwed wae of the ete 6 tor active reoreetiomal Purrteerts auch as golf Mteng st eet 
haoteng made! arplame yeng paggeng and hersetact redeng and fer paseewe 
FOC FRRT COO a Chel BetS Guth a8 PHOrHOR eng Derdwwetotung ancl wemrng of fhe ram andl 
arboretuc The ete 6 premmar:y @ famd Contre! proyect at soontary wae tor 
rec reetron and preservetian of ape anane 


The surrounding aree a the premary growt) area of the orty and the county As 1 Gevetaps 
City SOF we Beh as pire Parana tatror eel Be growed Urher devetagrenemnt « enparihg 
(aged y toward the ete and Moawster studies pradet het the aree ail! he guerreuruted by 

POR TOOT a Gevetagrments athe S years and the entire wetershed Gevetaned ae tte 10 
years A large portion of the srte  cmundetead tor agpros matety 20 devs @ year Guring 

The ay Bam ahh awenrhd betel FROFRaT IO a Gevetagernernt andl wae 


The PP 8 MOM Protec tad a6 af apen apace area ard well play @ gage feat mart om 
PrOwrdeng other recreation Wher tilly Governed the areal partroqnetian (are 6 
proywcted to be 6 O38 COD meagre Colton Part awontd he the largest urban part om the 
rarthor and Peghthy gegehcarnt a8 @ Feagpend rercrratear area 


Dreier Weadite Management Area The afore of he mld fe marge | ames 


are ard aorrronendiod Dy Gemae pene and \arduvce! amcwtiarwts A dare Prre!t Bry the Corp ot 
Ege mers | reeted & aweter gugipry “Pamr wer” fer Meneter 
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The ote tes @ tote! acreage of 2 90) aores eth 1 20D weer aurtace ores ft @ loco 
12? mar wor aveton s CBD auf « off) auneuadne by pruete Tarapartaven ent tace 
gedeet a vette 


The ote nas gusrc amend Oxy te Tee « Peres and Madite Onpartenent tron Moaveter on TRL) to 
$1 PR PR oreo 6 cred aed CaP etd Dy Mer Gear trent as 6 water tome ret ige 


Thee wits hes Megh georternet ae far grrowediery eter elated "ROrRet CE ate eons’ be 
Core One ant Slate etd te management abyertwes tk! Tere ae rep grare oF Sretts 
rag ares for "ree ane Greragenent a Tee ete arOe fT gr err i'y @ aril Site 
vetuge An. ture PeCrRetearna Geentagerent at the ote alll Mawes 8O Ene ere Teatend Bey ee 
Temas Fares and Wadite Oana tenet 


gh aed (RTs arenstd geome y beret aoguereng ad teomne lard fer reOreeter ae Gewrtagrnernt 
ord he act of Guten f aragner tater” erauid beret var of Te ete Dy ceeetiornts ate Ge wr 
awe oF wets ty eager Tater 


@ verwond tetatewrmem he Been teen 8 8 TU) we me Greene 
oeeedert a ares or Se esters echge of Bay tome The vant form og flat tether secre bene 

aot Sere lO eae aT ard Cut Tees armed ereoet of Che vegeta eee 6 fra erethe ed at 
Serre cs COME La Grae are Cathal flat wogetat cn 


The ste 1g awetem the Coty berets of Baytown aud 6 ager oe eh atety JO eotes east of 
Howstor + CBD |t 6 ready annese@ee to pedestrians aul preee te aute tut Mere « 
"O gudiie traragner tetra to the ete 


The pote Brome wren arte 6 teMentieng Cue to the rethue tee of “hoontl geremmner es ¢ mutant Sry 
Ce a A a 


The Corps of EF egeemers Mae tame aertier red try Comgress to aompere® the arte as @ Ieee Tort a 
Need contra © @amre Aeguee tear of the 465 prowetety cmmmed ©es Gertie tar ts ar!! 

Ost ageroematety $16 BOO CID Baytown al! prowde §3 200 CID of ths poe! Mroug® 
Coded vlet-tedeegs act the Corps arr! prowsde the ree arneng § 1° POO COD 20 ares of 
The. te are wir matty commend Bry Baytown) The Compe of Bageneers eer rrrates Mat of aremrtd 
i eS Se 


Tie te 6 MRT Ger tot for cee ame e ar & aeMtr mea part ath prertereta fom 6 armen 
gor'teng of hat! fetts ard Gay eae ae tee ties gue as faheng timation peoreet rg pogperg 
ard Det ong 


Tie ae Fae Fors etree ® amemertd berm 1 oe mente Bee te pHmr combine Fherentberng 6 mermed Bry Pregl 
Peddes arr Moreh ec are Oetker aor ge Lact of pritelee Parag tata fe te ate ares wtae 
bere ee 


Thre arte 6 cegre feat taeally © ae! a8 @ tei ter rome agaenet fecha ar Prorcre ane 
Noemie afl §© Crowes caper apraee aril bem al ome rma eH 


a) 


Gut! Cost Beaten Ther re agg me eet) GD es of ager Umar 6 he 
easion Gelerston studs wee The teachers atch are used cree eats Yar ren rman ern 
we Types Gents Sep areas wth weort nate tea game OP awered Ye creed Gures 
Or the arta? sade are tom Comets pF are and eal! mares Galwrstor 6 ¢ herr 
Band aha growers grote tee and ecomapea tun tere Barrer cietets hawt Gere ante 
em CBy RIOTS The” are fan» Garage’ Dy Mecnerg Grercrerits wed FRC TReM er a Tee Te 


The teeactwes cm Berea Preemie on Gatewstarn and Ovaries Cawntees ae ac ceuine 

trom Mogtney 67 The teaches on Geivrstor island oe accesedee f) Seawe! Bowed © 
Gevevton and State Road JOO to the west teates Brazos Caunty Deactes ae accjeuedee 
tor State Bouts 32 and 132 The teaches ae oly acoweeiine thy prreeete tr arageer tat ec 
ard (ace pedbewtr ia trate 


A Tera Guilt Coast Beeches frome the crema tom fee bene to the oot ater lone are 

owned by the state of Texas and are mutyect to the Texas Open Beach laws The ares 
armed trom the wogetatean bee se uerner te purada tan of the tea © fees pod 

courtes About 770 acres are owned by the US Coast Guard 2 BOD acres are owned try the 
Tenas Parts and Wiidite Departement and 300 acres are owned try the coty of Gatveston 
Soe) portaors are ate under the ownersm@ of Galveston Bracora awl Charribers 

Compete Th Per me ern MOTOR Gr hem te y cman! 


Bie Rat Ora ROR Te ard Gewetegemert 1 BmerIg deme by of! Pe hem a! purr ender Teor 
ad by the Tenas Parts and Wadite Department The cost of Geach frontage land « 
este aeted at $20 JOO per acre and devetagremnent COsts wary ath the comgter ty wf the 
devetagment Omer ater and maemtonance costs are eetemaeted ef $2 COO per acre per year 
Gut to the Peghly COrrosewe ater oagiwere amd the hugh cost of OCOrvteruseus tach ¢ earn 


Varrous methads are Herng weed to ake beach sfes averiatte to serve The regen 6 

reer national roms The coty of Galveston and Galveston County are plarmreng to wae tan 
funds reverue Boma grreete Gomathons amd matching funds trom taderal sawrnes tor 
Que” and Gevetagrment of reoreetrom areas The Tenas Parts and Wieidiite Depart nent 
covtords (© wae tam fumes ic garetts (ares) for recrmetcomal Gevetagrernernt 


Tre Temas Gut Comet Beaches are prrermar ely Serta Sor murtiinathverng Rarer rrrnerng pone rene org, 
Carmen tort fer ard aur! fahomg The poland areas #80 prowde arta te Mabetat & ftor ts 
aro td Te adie TO Here ee The averse moa ts of man s ae tre tes OF The tae a GOmey RRO 


A ie Co ke ee ee |) ee | 
ad meet some of the recreational seeds of the area the ragean amd! milan states that 
ae Kot Mare cometiones | f fully Gevetaned t© prowde heae™ access part eng and other 
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APPENDIX A: AREA DESCRIPTION 


The Howston ‘Galveston SCSA « located im scwtheastern Texas The SCSA encompasses seven 
Counties totaling approsematety 7 200 square ries and inctudes the two SMSAs Houston 
and Gaelveston/Texas City 


The Houston SMSA is comprised of Harris, Graroria, Ft. Bend, Liberty, Montgomery, and 
Water Counties, and the major cities are Houston, Baytown, and Freeport. There are « 
rwrnber of noorporsted areas withen Houston's city berets. The Galveston/Texas City 
SMSA boundaries are cotermunus with those of Galveston County Galveston Texas City, 
and La Marque are the major papwilation centers in the SMISA 


Houston encompasses sorme SOO square rmles making it the therd largest city geographically 
m the nation The crty of Galveston ‘ncaied on Galveston island encompasses appronsrmetely 
50 6 squere mules 


The purrsuictions selected for analysers im thes study are Houston and Galveston and ther 
respective counties, Marrs and Galveston Withun these purisdections an analysrs was 
made on tin Houston mewghborhoods and two Galveston nenghborhoods Emght open space areas. 
approsematety 124 949 acres. were studied to determine thew meed for protection and 
thew Capaty!itves f:. meeteng apen space and recreational needs Fou’ other natural 
resource area, were studved to determine thew potential for prowiding additional 
recreational opporturitres. These were the Brazos and Sen Jacento Rivers, Buffaio Boyou. 
and the Gulf Coast beaches. No acreage is estimated for these resources 


POPULATION STATISTICS 
The totlowrng tables characterize the papulation of the Houston Galveston Standard 


Corsotidated Statistica! Area Data from 1975 were included when ther were readily 
averlabie Newhborhoad data were inctuded for comparnon purposes 
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POPULATION STATISTICS — JUREEDICTIONS 
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MOUSTON/GAL VESTON 
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PHYSICAL PROFILE 


The wee 4 Closely aecxseted ath) the Gui! of Meso eneromment of bey estuarene 
eres ad wien’ costa prame The tapagaghy, of the entwre SCSA ao fiat im most 

of the area aot some rolieng lands om the northern counters Wost of the sree a 

Clase ted a Gu't coesta! plas fs treme: es at m the amaunt of forested seas 
Montgomery County « 7S percent tenbered atwie Galveston County « tees than 10 percent 


The Gramnage of the regean « through the Trewty and San Jacento Rewer Baers toth 
of ahah empty mto Gatweston Bay in the western part of the reagan the Brazos River 
wrpties Grrectly imto the Gulf of Meso at Freeport Tena 


The other sage frcant water resaurce areas are man made reservoers They are . abe 
Conroe (70.985 acres), Lake Houston (12.240 acres), Sretdon Reservow (1 200 acres) 
and Mightard Lake (1 O27 acres) 


Land use withen the area «6 primcepally devoted to agrowlture rangeland mmchuestry 

urban Duseness tenter recreation and broad marsh) covered tracts with atromdart wridl te 
Cropland = comoentrated an the gently shapeng coastal plan Rancheng aooupees marry 
woaded river valleys and Payher coastal marshiands as well as the Bolrvar Pereraula 


industry = Concentrated atong Buffalo Bayou the dreciged ship channel for the port of 
Houston other mdustrees are concentrated mm the Baytown Galveston Tenas City corridor 
Ow and gas freicds are dersety Grstributed throughout the area Termber production acowrs 
many om the northern portion of the area 


The chrnete of the area s Characterized by hot, hurd surmmmers and mild winters The 
average ord summer temperature « 63 degrees while the average mid winter ternprature is 
49 Cegrees. However, extremes range from a high of 107 degrees to a iow of 6 degrees 
The average anrwal rarntall ranges between 41 and 49 inches. The rarntall anpears wet! 
Gistributed throughout the year However perads of extrermety heavy rarntall and severe 
Gry spetis are a common coowrrence The area 1 also sutyected to hurricanes 


The overwhelming influence an the region m (!.- rapid grawth of the Houston metrapotitan 
area. Houston «6 one of the fastest growing w ven areas in the Country. In papwietion, 

it ranks as Texas’ largest city and is the natron’s fifth largest city. It 6 estimated 

that its papwletron  expancdrng at a rate of 1 500 persons weekly Nearly 80 percent of 
the SCSA's papwietion resides in Harris Cownty Montgorno-ry County, which i north of 
Harris County, & the second fastest growing county in the United States 


Much of the agrow!tural land within Harres County and the surrounding cowntres 1s beng 
converted to howsng to accommodate the influx of new residents It « estermated that 


trtween 1970 ant 19RO aprosematety 7O GD sores of agooultural lend alll Oe converted 
1o Feedentie vee 


The movement of geagle and goads by ar « vital to the eoomamea aell Geewng of the 
houston Galveston regen One mternetions! arport ane statew de arpart ane regen 
erpert. and 73 lace! ated: serve the peapie = the regeon 


Local tr araper tata 6 Maer) Gapendent on the motor eatecte Aggros ematety 86 percent 
of the travel atiwn Mauston « by prwete automabiie A sapwicant testure of the 

Peete Magharay Sy stern os the marwwer om atech the mayor thoroughtare: | treemeys 
tadete trom the center of Houston to af parts of ee area tn addition eee “loop” 
freeways are om warrous stages of cometruction The downtown toap encerrcies the contra! 
turerress Getrict and the 610 toap « toceted § to 10 mites farther aut The 

Outer Gett on the therd toap tut the arty sage fioant amgement of ot thet has teen 
completed « near the Mauston iIntercomtmengs! Amport If construction = completed it 
would encercle the crty even farther aut 


HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON PARKS AND RECREATION 


Seroe 1956 Houston has grown from a crty of 938. G00 peaple with a land ares of 350 
squere miles and 3.962 acres of partlend, to a city of 1,400,000 peaple, with $10 
squere miles and 6.712 aores of partiend im 1976. it «& apparent thet Houston has a 
large defxency of parks The hey to the future of putt parks and recreational 
Apporturities «m Mowston 6 a raped expansion of land and facvitees im the park sy stern 


In recent veers Mauston has become Paghly active im comtromting parks and recreation a 
defences Through the LWCF and HUD s Community Devetapment momen Mauston has been 
able to undertake mumerous recreation proyects The orty rehes heavily on the passage 

of general otlgatron bonds for part Cap ta! emproverments A 1976 bond rssuwe will prowde 

$17 milton over a 3} year periad. in 1975, the city perks board was crested with a 

primary Prramran to satrcrt donations of land and money that would enhance the park syste 
Land costs withun the center city are almost prohibitive City officials stated that land 

is setling for nearly $7 per square foot 


Houston through its arwinatoon of portions of Marries County has also taken over the 
ape ations and managerment of the parks develaped withen those areas and the county 
aper ates five parks withun the city 


in Marrs Cownty doretrumns have played a substantial rote on the wowth of its part 
system Throwgh 1970, approximately $13 acres of the cown't, 6 total park acreage of 
1,370 acres had been Goneted As of 1975, 18 of the cownty s 32 parks were eoquired, 
totally orm part through donation At present the most active proyect 1 aoqerpt on 
of Crypress Creet Part way 


in the TOGCR Marrs County constructed the Astragome Stadium The purchase of the 
17S acre state cost reay $3 million oo part Bond funds The stad has Draught 
neteorns reception to Marrs Caunty and comtrdauted to the costs 3 enerrerny 


Sewe 1956.32 cownt) voters have approved tow bow’ aaues tor pert purposes in 1973 
£3 milion of the GS movikor torts were weed to purcthae | 66% acres of lend slong 
Aron Bayou Another $$ ruikon fond gave aes passed « 1974 


Aso wend Galveston fas lereeted pace tor Gevrtagenent mmchudeng feeGenta COrrnErc a 
mauetrae recreations! and agen space Over the years the city has Gevetaped s part 

dy tte Setrdated fraughaut the communty The city § pares and ecreetion Gana town! 
ard Gelvestor independent Schoo! Deatrect have worked Close’y to prowde maou and auvtdoo 
tacts and pragams The orty has teen tortunete to aoguere at mo cost teders! lands 

thet were declared surplus The oty and the U § Coast Guard emtered imto s tong term 

lease agreement thet made 2'! adatoms! acres of tedera! land avaliable for part aval 

rec reatone ute 


Tre Galveston County cormnaproners Court Began ts effort on the late 18608 to eptatidh 
a Countywide part syste tm 1968 Galveston County had 108 acres of partiand tm 1972 
the voters of the county approved the estatirtynent of the Galveston County Beach Part 
Board of Trustees ait? the reaporsiity of part management land acquit ton and 
devetagement By Jarwary 1977 1 782 acres were im the county part system The was 
actweved throug’ donations the ony lacal expendtures were tor agprarsals and lege! 

tees for t the traneters 


im May 1977 Galveston County voters resected a §5 mithon bond awe for parts and 
rec reatonal Caprtal mprovements Only 6 percent of the voters turned aut The deteat 
will serrowshy Gelay om ylermmenting the county 8s plan for parts and recreational Gevetagrnent 


In surmrnary donations of land for part purposes have sg ficanthy comtritwted to the 
park systerns om the Houston Galveston area General abiigatron bonds have became an 
npertant sawroce of funds for aogur tron and Captal enporvernents im recent years 
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SWGED-E 


Mr. Rolland B. Handley 

\ Regional Director 
South Central Regional Office 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
Patio Plaza, 5000 Marble N.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 


Dear Mr. Handley: 

This is in response to your letter dated 16 June 1977 (File 
3221) requesting our comments on the draft report, “Houston- 
Galveston Urban Recreation Study.” 


Our comments on the draft report are as follows: 


a. Page 30, lst full paragraph: Reference to “agreements” 
between the Corps of Engineers the City of Houston and 
Harris County for recreational development in Addicks and 
Barker Reservoirs should be clarified to state that Harris 
County has leased land from the Corps of Engineers for the 
development ot Bear Creek Park in Addicks Reservoir and has 
applied for a lease for land in Barker Reservoir for recrea- 
tional development. The City of Houston nas applied for a 
lease for land and Federal cost-sharing for recreational deve- 


lopment in Addicks Reservoir. 


b. Page 58, jrd paragraph: The term “on-going projects” 
may be misleading w regard to Harris County's interest 
in recreational development in Barker Reservoir, since such 
development is in the conceptua! stage and land in the reser- 
voir has not been leased to the county by the Corps of 
Engineers. 


c. Page 59, 2nd parr g earn: The last sentence should be 
revised to read, e Cullen Park project has an immediate 
problem because the leasing of land fram the Corps of Engineers 
and a cost-sharing contract cannot be consummated until 


9! 
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studies of the frequency and duration of flooding in the 
reservoirs are completed. 


¢. Page 85, and 86: Reference to flood control as a 
purpose st the Wa sviile Lake project is incorrect. The 
authorized purposes of the Wallisville project are salinity 
control, water supply, navigation, fish and wildlife enhance- 
ment, and recreation. Because of an injunction by the Federal 
Courts the project has not been completed and is being re- 
studied. 


e. Page 102: Regarding proposed methods of funding 
for Cullen Park, the City of Houston is negotiating with the 


Corps of Engircers for cost-sharing in development of basic 
cost-sharable items. 


f. Pade p04, ist paragraph: We are not aware of any 
plans the -y of Houston has to lease land in Barker Reser- 
voir for recreational development. 

Gg. Page 104, 2nd paragraph: The Corps of Engineers has 


not received a request to cost-share in any recreat.onal 
development in Barker Reservoir by Harris County. 


h. Page numbering following page 149 is incorrect; in 
addition, data on incorrectly numbered pages 148 and 149 are 
repetitious of that on previously numbered pages 148 and 149. 
It appears that data items 1 through 13 for the Hales Ranch 
area have been omitted. 


i. Page 15%, item 7: See comment “4d.” regarding authorized 
purposes 5, Wallisville project. 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft report. 
We would appreciate receiving a copy of the final report when 
it is available. 


Sincerely 


C. VANDEN BOSCH 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 
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HARRIS COUNTY PARKS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
FLOOD CONTROA TASK FORCE 


~MOUSTON TEAS 7°OO? 


mr. Rolland 8. Hand! ey 

voited States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

Patio Plaza, $000 Marble W.E£., Boom 211 
Albwowerque, New Mexico 87110 


Dear @r. Handley 


Enctosed herewith are my comments on the preliminary draft of 
the Howston-Galweston Urban Recreation Stwéy. They are directed to the 
specific teat of the draft rather than towerd editorsal content or 
specific findings. Howewer, | do offer the following comments on the 
com lwsions chapter: 


Federal! Pole, item 3 + The CETA program would better serve loca! 
needs if prowision were made for the employment of one employee outside 
the guidelines for ewery « people employed within the guidelines and i’ 
incentive payments for materials and equipment cow!ld be directly related 
to ewebers of CETA positions filled. 


2 State Role, item 2 + Legistation was introduced in 1977 which 
would haewe created @ state aid program for acquisition, dewelopment and 
maintenance This Bill mewer came out of committee, but was essentially 
«rittem by Temas Parks and Wildlife and hed support from many loca! perks 
profess  onals 


Your report eppeers to be thorough end thceghtfully done | hope 
that its findings are well received i+ dashington 


Cordial ly, 


i, 


Andy | ms 
Harris Cownty Parks Planner 


ALM ae, 


st? a "me “a? 
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COMMENTS On THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT OF THE MUUSTON--*_ ¢ESTON URBAN RECREATION STUDY. 


Page 12 (last peregraph) - The assumption of County perks by the City 
when such peras ere enmened i6 mot sutometic. it is @ general policy bet 
requires affirmative action by both egencies. Currently, tse County cont inurs 
to operate five perks which are within the city limits. 


Page 4! (2nd paragraph) - The Commissioners Court authorized pub! ication 
of the plan, but did not officially edopt it. Under current circumstances, 
ectwa! adoption i: umlikely. 


Page && (Ist peregraph) - Your statement is true but why single owt 
Bear Creek Park. Alexander-Dewssen offers « more waried recreations! exper- 
jence a6 Goes Spring Creek Part. 


Page 50 (2n¢ paragraph) - Harris County does not hewe @ Parks Oepaertment 
as is poisted out in sewers! other portions of the report. 


Page 50 (4th peregraph) - The County is not stressing regional parks te 
the disadvantage of Community parks. Of 14 parks acquired in the last two 
years or authorized for ecquisition, only 3 are classi ‘ed as regional. 


Page 5! (Ist peregraph) ~- Al! perk pwrcheses aust be approved by 
Commissioners Cowrt. Generally, the cowrt will support preferences of the 
Commissioner who will hewe responsibility for «a proposed pert. Very occasionally, 
howewer, ‘the Cowrt will owerrwle @ Commissioner. DBDewelopment is pretty wel! 
Geter ived by the budget. 


Page 53 (Sth paragraph) - If | am the agency which finds genera! revenue 
sharing damaging, | wish to modify the statement. Genera! Revenve Sharing 
is swecessful in channeling money to loca! governments it is not successful 
in meeting any perticuler nations! goal; other then permitting local agencies 
to keep tenes Gown. A not insignificant pert of Harris County's rewenwe 
shearing goes to perks, but not as the reswit of any federal! incentive 
Other agencies may sot be so fortunate. 


Page 55 (3rd paragraph) ~- Harris County teliewes only what @ majority 
of Commissioners Court wotes to believe | personally beliewe we show!d hewe 
a nations! policy, tut | hewe no authority to speak for the County Weither, 
by the way, Go the individual Commissioners of the County Judge 


Page 57 (3r¢ paragraph) ~- Ultimately, owr needs will be regione! but 
for sow we are buying many Community perks 


Page 58 (3rd paragraph) ~ Brays Bayou is not a County project it ise 
City preject om Fleed Contro! right-of -~way 


Page 62 (2nd peregraph) ~« The County does not hewe @ recreation capability 


Page 62 (Ird peregreaph) «- See comments for page $5 


Page 62 (Sth paregraph) ~ OMB is @ problem because of its failure to 
permit the Corps of Engineers to implement non-structural flood contro!, for 
whatewer reason. There is same qvestion whether stream chennelization is, 
in fact, less eapensive 


Page 7D (Stn paragraph) - Tee 182 acre figure is incorrect The County 
wrrent!» aqums 565 ecres end hes Suthorizetion *o purchase of o6¢)t hone! 
PrP acres 

Page 7) (1st peregraph) - | om mot awere of an additions! $2.7 ai llion 


altliocetion for édewelopment Also. it show!@ be stated that the pert is leased 
to # nom-profit corp for operation a6 @ netwre center 


Poege 7] (2nd paeregraph) - | think probably is too strong @ word. My 
ast CcOowersetion «it mejor property aquners cid mot reflect « probable 
Sonat + or fwen if the Satwre Center is successful in this erdeawor, it showld 


be po: ntee Get t”-. +t +8 @ private orgenizetion 
Page 83 (4th pereeraph) The three referenced parks total © 2f scres 


Page '0! (6th peregraph) - 14148 acres hewe mot been acquired yet See 
yrents for pege 70 


Page 103 (6th peragraph) ~- See comments for pege 77 


Page 106 (5th peregraph)- | am not aware of large amounts of Leake Houston 
noreline being in public aqunership Cowld wou clarify? 


Page ''3 ('st peregraph) - To my knowledge, the Corps hes not yet app! ied 
a nomrstructural solution, except in conjunction with Browweood | gwest on 

Page 262, Vil 3 + | am not aware of a Cownty project on Buffalo Bayou 

Page 26% © A. + Almost a!! capita! improwements if existing perks are 


nenced by rewenwe shoring, thus the state ent in the report is imcorrect 
Parks are assisted, tut their propertionete share of funds is tess than it 


Page 26/7 Tre Cownty is not emphasizing regional! parks 
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of the interior 

Patio Plaza 

5000 Barbie &. £., Boom 211 
Ai*yuoquerque. Sew Bestice Perit 


Sear er wandiey 


The preltminary Graft of the Houston-Gelweston Irbdben 
Pecreaetion Stwdy appears te be « Comprehensive study and showleé 
be a Great walwe te professionals ta the field 


Aithowgh the study Coes mot specifically mention Deer 
Part, nor acéress toce!l problems, | cowld net ftmd any areas of 
Citegreement tf its form or cortent 


The findings and suggested options eppear to be vieble 
artwers to the recreation probiems of the areas selected for 
aralysis and, te the opinion of this office, show!ld be con. 
tiewe!l’y wpereded etth pertodic review 


very truly yours, 


_ , Linber Mayor 
ity of Deer Part, Texas 


HOUSTON ‘GALVESTON ARE’. —.3UNCIL 
Office of Che Executive Darector 
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The followins are the Souwston-Galveetom Ares Cowncii’s steft 
comments of the Prelisinery Oreft of the Sousteorn ~Ge. veston 
Shen Recrestion Study pereuant to PL 946-4622 


; The beginning of the report showid incivGe af Gutiine 
of the metix Sology employed for Gevelopment of the 
st w@y 

J The B-GAC “Ped Boot” poegpueletion Geta wood if tie 


report it owtéeted and Goes not represent sumbers 
thet are “offic.ai” fer the S-GAC region T.. 
figures shown 19 the Bereeuw Of Butinese Reeoarch's 
*“Poomemic Bese Analysis of the Guif Coast State 
Planning Region” (8-GAC Aree), e686 amended by 8G, 
are the current eccepted projections of the Aree 
Council We are enclosing the Bereee of Business 
Peeearch Dete with theee orowmmente 


} Althowgh severe @iles of lend ares, ecres of pert- 
land and the population of Sowston vere mentioned 
om pege 12, the point is not clearly meGe thet there 
esiete « lar@e Geficiercy if Pepe.etion/periian® ratio 


‘ The etetemert at the bottom of pepe 51 needs clarifi- 
cation es to how the remaining City of Bowsten Part 
furte will be epent. The stetement leeds one to 
beliewe thet thoee soniee were etilised for purposes 
other then perte. 


5 The State's official reereetion guide (The Teses 
rutGeor Recreation Pian-TOFPP) wes not eeed to any 
great extent in the report. The TORP comtaings both 
epecific and general information comcerring the 
Houston~-Gaelverton Urben Areas. The close coordine- 
tien with thie Geewment ie recommended for the BOF 
report teceuwse the TORP report standaeréde represent 
maton criteria for priorities in Lend & Water 
oneervation Fund monies in Teses An esampie of 
a needed TORP reference in your tepert eppeaere on 
~“ yee 34, limew 18 6 19; theee 1) “Findings” showid 
be lieted for the benefit of theee not heving « 
TURP aveillable to reference 


‘ The eé@dition of lbecetion @epe would be heipful in 
pinpointing the aereest Geecribed in the report, 
‘epecially te pereone enfaemiliaer with the Bouston- 
-aiweesteon Stu@y Area 


The Geecription Of sites within the Study Aree is 
met followed by easily Giscerned comcivsions Ti. 
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preGom.neted throuwghout the Study, thowever the 
enelysis ené potential solutions presented begin- 
ning on pece 189 4id e6Gress such sepects. for 
reeGer ciarity, the presentation of this meteria) 
Show. ! be orgaeniced in @ Certrel .ocetion withia 


the report. 


’ The entire report could be made more resdabie by 
&® simpler division of subjects eééresset. This 
Can pertiaily be scoompiliehed by ese of headings 
ant sub-headings . 


, There ere fee strong comcivsions and creative solu- 
tions thet are directed to the 1,o0cel government 
in @' ther Bouston or Galveston. For esampie, whet 
is the ettitede toward pianrning for parks in the 
City of Houston and whet attitude exitts thet 
ceeses perte to be at @ Certain leve. of concern? 


i9 im general, the report is @quite strorg ‘fn the sspect 
of date gathering, but tends to be lacking an 
emphasis on comciusions for aeédressing the region's 
critical pertian® and fecility Geficiencies. The 
Howeton-SM5A epecificaliv, is faced with @ special 
situation conmocerning recreation. The rate of growth 
hes Outetripped the present ability of the iocel 
entities to provide for open spece and develope 
recreational facilities. The report @id not clearly 
present Gefinite aiternetives to these problems. 


The repert Goes present several informative points. Informe- 
tion is gathered thet is of valve to the recreationel poten- 
tial of the region. This data is presented in the initial 
portion of the report. The statements concerning the conver- 
sion of eericelturel lend te urben wsege, the need for flood 
Plain *enegement, the leck & overwtiligation of facilities 

in the suberben and rural areas, and the inadequate public 
tranepertation system are most informative. 


The #-GAC is moet grateful te the Bureau of Ouwt@goor Recreation 
for the oppertwnity te review and comment on the Urban Study 
fratt report We trust the finel repert to the Congress will 
act nowleégge and reflect the dual burden pieced on iocai 

pove ronmental entities of the #-GAC region. These are perhaps 
moet prevalent in the geen belt region of this nation: (1) an 
w% Trecedgented population growth rate and (2) the attempt to 
previdge recreational faecilities and oren spece for existing 
immer city) areas, while beeping pece with the open spece 
neede of recentiy completed subdivisions 
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June 27, 1977 


Mr. Rolland B. Handley, Reg. Direc. 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

South Central Regional Office 

Patio Plaza, $000 Marble N.E., Room 211] 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 687110 


Reference: 322) 
Houston-Galveston Urban Recreation Study 


Dear Mr. Handley: 

We are enclosing our recommended revision of Pages 
258 and 269 in the Houston-Galveston Urban Recreation Study 
Draft. 


If we can be of further assistance, please advise. 


Sincerely, 


haw ard Dawes 


Bernard Davis, Director 
Parks and Recreation 


> 
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TEXAS 
PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
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July 20, 1977 


Mr. Rolland 8. Handley, Regional Director 
U.S. Depart= mt of the Interior 

Bureeu of Cutdoor Recreation 

South Central Regional Office 

Patio Plaza, 5000 Marble Avenwe, &.E. 
Albwquerque, New Mexico 87110 


Dear Mr. Handley: 


In response to your request, the Department has completed tie review 

of the preliminary draft reports for the two urban recreation : 
studies being conducted in Texas by the Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation. 

Please find attached owr comments broken down into three sections: 


Section 1 ~ Ceneral Review Comeonts 

Section I! ~ Specific Comments: Howston-Calveston Urban Recreation 
Study 

Section Ill + Specific Comments: Dalias-Fft. Worth Urban Recreation 
Study 


Many of the comments presented reflect major concerns on the part of 
the Department. It is hoped sufficient time has been allocated to 
allow consideration and inclusion ef owr comments in the final reports 
prior te their subm ttal te the Congress. 


Showld you or your staff have questions of need assistance as a direct 
result of the materials submitted, please de not hesitate te contact we. 


Sime Wa WA, 


/ . A 
Ah, Saas 
TTO) ‘|. GARRISON 
Enegifive Directfr 


y, 
bun i? 


Attachm at 
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Depertweental Comments on the 
Rowston-Calweston end Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Urben Recrestion Studies 


In developing the final draft of the reports entitled Housten-Calveston 
Urben Recre tion Study and Dalles-ft. Werth Urban Recreation Study, 
please consider the corrections, changes, end sucgested recommendations 
besed on Departmental review as follows: 


1. Cemerel Bewlew Comments 


l. The Depertment was represented at the recent North Central Texes 
Cowncil of Covwerments Regional Parks and Open Space Strategy 
Committee Meeting belt July 6 im Arlington. Several individuals 
who heve reviewed the Dalies-Ft. Worth Urben Recreation Study 
expressed « lack of understanding as to the purpose and objective 
of the study other then te promulgete the need for BOR and UPS 
essistence programs. The document is not considered to reflect an 
overall perspective of wrben recreational problems. Similer views 
heave also been received regarding the Houston-Calveston Urban 
Recreation Study as well. An introduction to each report citing 
whe legal authorisation and identifying the purpose of the study would 
aeeiet the readers. 


The documents do not take full eévantage of citizen recommendations. 
This showld be summarized and reflected in the teat. 


Be priorities have been established. Pricrities based on urgency 
ond degree of need should be determined. 


2. Although the entire Delles-Ft. Worth SCSA and Houston-Calveston 
SCSA will be impected bv the subject etudies, only « select number 
of wrben areas and counties have indicated they were provided an 
opportunity to review the draft document. This oversight sould 
be corrected if possible by giving others che opportunity te 
review the document’. 


3. Reference to Public Law 94-422 reweale the final report made by 
the Secretary of the lotertor will be “sa comprehensive review and 
repert on the seeds, problems, end oppertwnities essociated with 
erben recreation in highly pepulated regions. The report shell 
imclude site specific analyses and alternatives...including... 
information on needs, local capabilities for action, sajer site 
opportunities, trends, and «a full range of options and alternatives 
ee to possibile seletions end courses of ection designed te...aemeliorate 
recreational deficiency...” 


Beoed on BOP SCORP requirements, seeds reflect the result of 
suppiy-denand-needs analysis. Yet, the subject documents do not 
address “needs” in teis contest. lo essence, the Deperteent does 
not wndersetand how the final report can address “solutions end 


courses of action...to epeliorste recreation deficiency” if the 
éefictency hes not first been identified in the two study sreas. 


Unless insévertantly owerlooked, the subject do-wents do not reflect 
ony significant reference to the Texas Outdoor Recreation Pian (TORP). 
The TORP is the official State guide for the sllecatica of 

recreation resources in Texes and showld be referenced and utilized 
in developing the Howston-Calweston SCSA and Dalles-Ft. Worth SCSA 
Urben Recreation Studies to insure the urben studies Jo not conflict 
with the TORP. 


The potential of the Dalles-Ft. Werth urban study conflicting with 
the TORP wes «2 major concern voiced at the recent North Central 
Texas Council of GCowernments Regional Parke and Open Spece Strategy 
Committee Meeting. City and county representatives noted the 
weefulness of the TORP in selling programs te their councils and 
the public. 


The leck of clear recommendation. ‘" the subject documents is « 
disappointment on owr part, and hes bee. voiced by locel 
representatives at the recent meeting of the North Central Texas 
Cowncil of Governments Regional] Parks and Open Space Strategy 
Committee (Meeting held in Arlington, July 6) and the Howsten- 
Galveston Area Cowncil staff. Of major concern to locals, as 
expressed at the same seeting, is the publication of documents 
wltimately directing national urben recreation policy which may 


conflict directly with the Texas Outdoor Recreation Plan (TORP). 


it is therefore recommended that each of the preliminary draft 
reports on the two urben studies being conducted in Temas cite 
the following information where possibile: 


se. TORP owtdoor recreation area and facility needs requirements 
for the subject study areas based on suppiy-demand-needs analyses 
citing the TORP as the source. 


db. Cite “Recommended Responsibilities” and “Action Programs” 
presented in the State Summary (Chaoters 8 and 9) volume of 
the TO’? relevent to urban outdoor recreation and reflect 
source. 


¢. Inewre a1] TORP listed natural areas and potential trailwaeys 
and waterways ace identified and the source of information 
presented. 


é. Strongly urge that A Regional Fawirc- rental Analysis, Volume VI 
of the TOPP, be included as an apper.ix te the Howuston-Calveston 
Urban Recreation Study. 


Reference te the State's allecetion of the Lead and Vater Conservation 


Fund is sislcading. Recommended deletion of aaterial presented 
ené replacement with thorough analysis Sased om historical dates 
evallable to BOR. 


7. GQutéoor recreation, both urban and rural, has been « signif icant 
ieswe Guring the latest Teaas Legislative Seesion. It is therefore 
recommented that both urban study reports address recent Legislative 
ectivities and those of the Cowernor which will wiltimately inf leence 
wrben recreation. tUsanples of bills proposed include: 


1) #@ grants-in-aid bill funded {rom «a sporting goods tan 
(S.B. 1194); 

2) # matutal heritage bill te acquire TORP listed natural 
ereas funded from cigarette tax (H.8. 1985); 

3) property tax reform bill with basis om land use versus 


earbket walwe (H#.8. 22); etc. 


Although not all bills proposed and/or introduced were passed, 
Significant strides were made with potential for passage during 
@® ivwtwre legislative session. Bille related te recreation which 
were introduced and passed included: 


1) a bill repealing restrictions placed on cownties of 60,000 
population or less which limit cownty packs related 
expenditures to $15,000 per year (#.8. 801); 

2) several bills eddressing the needs of disabled, handicapped, 
and elderly (8.8. 884, S.B. 496, 8.3. 773); 

3) enabling legislation allowing county commissioners crurts 
general or limited ordinance mating authority te protect 
the quality of human life, health, safety, and general 
welfare of county residents to effect if approved by 
@ majority of cownty woters (5.8. 344); ete. 


8. Repetition showld be eliminated and the documents condensed and 
edited. 


9. Appropriate raps should be included in the final decuments so 
thet the study areas, potential recreational resources and neighbor- 
hoods etudied, etc., can be better and more easily identified. 


10. Bibliographies showld be prowided reflecting documents referenced 
in developing findings and/or their availability te the public 
and private sectors for recreation planning/development purposes. 


ii The national role in recreation, epecifically ae it relates te the 
Howston-Galvweston SCSA ond Dellee-Ft. Vorth SCSA showld be identified 
by agency with epecific detail given regarding services availabie, 
(i.e., planning, techmical assistance, etc.). This section might 
address procedures te fellow te obtain assistance listed. 
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2. 


13. 


With the nations] data bese readily eccessible to BOR, there are 
severe] special studies that could be conducted to assist locals 
(e.g., sechanics invelwed in planning, financing, developing, 
operating end esintaining gulti-jurisdictionsal outdoor recresticos 
open spece, perks and recrestion eress). Loca! perks and 
recrestion éeperteents and the state showld be queried te sescerteia 
epecial studies seedec. These studies showld be identified ir 

the urbe: study and efforts should be meade to get sane suthorized. 


BOR showld sédress Public Lew 89-72 in the wrben studies beset’ of 
queries of state and local entities te inewre « national policy 
commensurate with identified recrestion neets for recreation seress 
ond facilities. 


il. Specific Comments: Houston-Calweston Urban Recreation Study 


Refer to Sectior I of this attachment for general review comments 
eplicabdle te the Howston-Calweston Urban Pecreation Study. 


Pege 21: it is suggested that the findings presented on Table Ii-é 
be addressed in the narrative se thet the problems related te warious 
grent programs or others can be erplained. for example, it sould be 
helpful te know why Calweston and Calweston County geve @ poor (00) 
tremking for the predictability of Federal Crente. 


Pege 22: Regarding the low expenditure per capita alleceted te 
Rowsteon in 1976, it showld be explained thet an applicant must 
file an application before it is eligible te receive funds and 
since Houston only submitted one application, the iow per capita 
figure resulted. 


Page 30: What is the comment at the bottom of the page intended to 
éeo” Is it ftecommendirg that «4 regione] recreation cowncil be 
established or that the state needs to improve ite coordinet ion 
efforts. it ts recommended that this comment be expanded te include 
&@ recommendation pertinent te the metter. 


Page 41 and 42: The section dealing with planning is inconsistent 
with the other subjects eddressed in thet ne reconmendst ions 
ere provided. 


it is suggerted thet @ comment regarding the Texas Outdoor Recreation 
Pian, especially regarding the wee of the Regional [wironmertal 
Analysis ae @ planning tool be included » hin the section on 
planning. 


Page 48: The second paragraph should be deleted and the following 
peragraph substituted: 
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As eteted in theirs policy for the A@einieotraetion of the Tessas Mate 
Perk Systen, the Perts ont Wildlife Commiesion recognises three 
eejer functions for the Stete Part Syeten: 


1) prewiding outdoor recrestion, 
2) meterel ares preservetion, and 
3) bistertc preservation. 


Lig’ different pert classifications ere wttiized ta an effort te 
effectively carry owt these treed functions. 


The third paragraph beginning with the third sentence should be 
rewritten as follows: 


“..-wtben settings. The Stete Parke and Wildlife Dx partment feels 
thet the pebiic wehicle for suppiving thie demand currentiy exists 
im city end cownty gowerment. They alee feel there is « need to 
escape the pressures of «a sodera society te + sore naturel 
Surrounding and thet there is « need to provide opportunities for 
neture-oriented, non-conevueptive recreation. 


7. Page 49: The firet sentence of the second paragraph should be 
rewritten es follows: 


Perks in the Howstee-Calveston region heve not hietericaeliy been « 
@ajor thrust. 


S. Page 49: The second sentence of the second paragraph beginning 
with “Tedey...” showld be deleted. The study report should be 
restricted te the Howsten-Gelvesten ares and not the entire State 
of Texas. If the etete is going te be addressed, then the officiel 
outdoor recrestion planning @ocument for Tenas, the Texas Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, needs to be cited. 


o. Page 49: The second paregraph indicetes thet Howston ranks 140th 
in the Natic. in people per ecre of parts. It is recommended 
thet the source of thie information end the year it wae tabulated 
be need. 


10. Page 53: The fifth paragraph which diecusses opinions of Houston 
and Warris Cownty should be expended te include opinions of Calveston 
end Calweston County since theee two entities are faced with 
Meeting the greatest number of non-resident and out-of state demands. 
Per TORP data, nearly 10. of all out-of-state visite in 1969 toot 
plece in the Gelweston County ares. 


li. Page 61: The Leet paragraph showld be rewritten a6 follows: 


The Teses Parke and Wildlife Department plane ne further recreational 
ecquisition along the Gulf beaches within the Howston-Gelveston 


a3 


M4. 


i}. 


1/7. 


etety eres et thie tise slece ) new perbe hewe recently bees 
eoquired (Sea Bin, Calweeton lelend, ent Bryan Beech) ores. 

The Deperteent Goes plee te eee exieting tan rewenwe (cigarette 
tes) fer future fecility éevelopmecest. 


Page 7O: It is recomended thet pages 76-84 of the Regions! 
romments) Ansivyeis be commulted for « gore complete listing 
neterel efees within the etedy eres. 


Throughout the section entitled “Hesulte of « Syetemetic Recomnsiesence 
of the Study Ares” the draft notes that the wartows sreas reviewed 
hed Little or ne “National Significence”. It is mot clear whet 

ie Geant by “Hations) Significence” and/or whe of how these findings 
were ertived at. What criteria wee weed te ewaluste each site ia 
esting the netions) significance determination’ It ts suggested 
thet the final draft repert tliwetrete clearly hew, by whee and 

wy the netions) significance determination wee sede. in addition, 
it is meted thet the enalysie does not eddress the potential of 
tivers, creeks, end bevews for treile ectivities end caonceing. 

These potentials showld be examined on the: SBreres, Trinity, and 
Sen Jecinte Rivers; Spring, Clear and Cypress Creets; ond Armands, 
Buffale, Cedar and Dickenson Beyous (see Attachment --An Analysis 


of Tense Vetervers). 


Page 81: Second peragraph ~- change “is being ecquired” te “hes 
been ecquired.~ 


Page #): Fourth peregreph-correct name and ecreage-Sen Jacinto 
Battlegrownd State Historical Park, 445 ecres. 


Page @5: The authorized plan of development of Walilieville 
Reserv.ir was stopped by litigation in febrwary, 1973. The wltimete 
plen of égewelopment of the Walliewille Preject is presently wncertein 
ond ownership of the lend lies with the U.S. Army Corpse of Engineers. 
The pertiy constructed suthorized project is considered by the 

U.S. Fieh end bildlife Serwice and the Tease Parke and Vildlife 
Department te be best suited for fish and wildlife oriented 
recreation and a8 4 preserwe for estuarine fleheries and waterfowl 
production. Dwe te reported flectwation in the water level, aquatic 
vegetation, ineects, comercial beree treffic, and water depth, the 
Teses Parke and Vil life Denertment does sot feel the area is 

highly suitebie for water oriented recreation. 


Page 86: Third paragraph-correct name-Sheldonm Wildlife Menaegement 
Area, 2,90) ecres, acquired in 1952. 


Pages #9-9%) Culf Coast Beaches. This section sheowld sention the 
value of berrier islands fom which Texas’ better recreational 
beaches a°e located) for their protective fumctions against Gulf 
streeme and ecological functions. Barrier telendse hewe delicate 
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20. 


2. 


22. 


2). 


4, 


ecorystems which heve been extensively Gamaged by howsing éevelop- 
Senet oené recrestion activities. In erder te reduce the seéweree 
tapect or beech systems frome man's activities, developeceet and 
rectestions!) sctivities on beaches showld be einiaized, 
Strategically located, and carefully plammed and monitored te insure 
the meters! environmental fwactions are protected. 


Page 0 The correct Teses Perks and Wildlife Deperteest beech 
ecreage Within the study eres is 2,800 (Calweeton Island State 
Pert-i.922 acres, Bryan Beach State Bectreatsom Area-#78 acres). 


Page 93-101: Regarding the section dealing with the “eethods of 
Pert Lend and Open Spece Acquisition” it is recommended that each 
Sethod discussed be expanded to include pros and cone pert inent 
te each especizily as they relate to the public and .> iwete 
Sectors with recrestions) reepensibilities in the study eres. 


Page 101-The last sentence on this page is incorrect. Ove 
information reflects thet Harris Cownty has not wet ecouired 1,416 
ectes. At the present time the cownty is negotiating with lend owners 
for en wndetertined number of acres alone the creet. 


Page 101-108: Regarding comments found woder the sections entitled 
“Proposed Methods of Funding” resardine the wee of Lend and Water 
Conservation funds, it is recomended thet they be rewritten as 
follows, wnless the Bureau intends to wee the Secretaries Contingency 
Fund to fund these projects 


“One-half matching funds may be requested by substitted « Land end 
Veter Conservation Fund project application te the Teaes Parks and 
W.idlife Department.” 


Page 106, #7: Change “is acquiring” te “hee ecquiredt” 


Page 106, iC Chenge name te Sheldon Wildlife Menagement Ares and 
ecteage to 2,50). 


Page i107 In the thisd paragraph delete “acquisition and”. 


Page 107, *13: Lake Comroe-delete reference to future recreational 
teveiopment by the Teaes Perks and Wildlife Department 


Pare 110 Comments wade under item 19 ehowe showld be giwen further 


con. téer ati egardcing the fetional significance of freeouroces in 
the Howston-Galveston area 
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i. 


32 


3) 


ye 


35 


6 


7? 


8 


¥ 


ey 


4) 


Page ii) Pegerding the commest fount in the third peragrep®, 

it is meted thet for the geet 3} peers the Deperteceet hese slieceted 
300 percent of the State LUC allecetion te lecal eptities, the 
eejeority of ehich hewe Ge eloped erben parts ond tecrestions! fecilitics. 


Pege ii), #2 It te neotee thet the Teses Parte and Wildlife 
Deperteent does not fever the cresetion of epoil Gepoesit sites 
for recreation if such action would hewe on séwerse iepect on 
fiewries or wi.dlife tesources. 


Pere 112 Federel Bole - It te suggested thet « prevision of 
recomentstion be added thet states federal agencies prowiding funding 
{~~ subdivision howsine dewelopment mabe their funding contingent 

epee the developers setting seide an séequate amount of greenbeit 
lepen epece) and/or rectestion aresse withia the dewelopment to 
eccomedete the residents 


Pege ii), #5 It te noted thet the lefermetion end Educetion Breach 
of the Teses Parte and © lédlife Department hee « Teacher Eéucet ton 
Pectage regarding some eepects of environmental e@ucation et the 
present tire Filme end other meteriais are aiee aevellebiec. 


Page 113, #1 It te sweeeeted thet « “ective policy” be expended 
oné better defined in iight eof comments discussed in ites 6 
above 


Page 114, #2 It te noted thet Sevete F111 1194, «@ prepesed state 
gfente-io-ald oregrat, wee tatredeced during the 1977 Teses Legisietive 
Seesion but failed te pees 

Pace lie, *3 It ie noted thet the setete currestisv prewides techmical 
eesistence te lecel jeriedictions pertinent te recreetion, wildlife, 
fisheries, end epwironmmente! education when euch aesietance is 


requested 


Page 130 It eppeerse thet @ portion of the “Srastes Fiver” lewentery 
fern hes been omitted 


Page 150, *16 Change “ie being ecquired” te “hes been eoquired™ 
Page ibi, #22 Chenee “ie being considered” te “hes been acquired” 
Page 16), *4 Chetege acreage te 2,50) 

Page 16), #15 Change state acreage to 2,90) 


Page 169, 1) Delete teferemce te Tesee Parke and Wildlife 
planned acquisition since thie ie an incorrect etaet ement 


Page 170, #16 Delete reference te Teses Parke and Wildlife slanned 


Ssequisition since thi is an imeerrect statement 
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42. Pepe 171, #22: Delete reference te Teese Porte ont Wildlife 
Deperteert pleened ecquieltion since thie ie on incorrect 
stelement . 


4). Pepe 175, #34: Abe Brpem Beock State Recreation Aree. 
‘+. Pepe 175, #15: weete eoreage 2,900. 


4}. Page 176, #22 Delete reference te Tesee Perks ent Vi l¢dlife Deperteent 
plenees «oguticition siace thie is af incorrect etetemert. 


%. Pepe 246: It te noted thet Galveston lelend State Pert te 
éeveloped with © plemic sites with shade ehelters, 10 gult i -eee 
camp sites, 10 ecreened shelters: 29 erewe treiler sites: « fieh 
cleaning etetion, 6 reetreoes with showers; ent ) cutdeot showers. 


4). Page 235: egerding the etetement in the second paragraph, it te 
meted thet « new lew in Temes, pecoed thie session of the Legieletere, 
thew ellews thet hetel eccepeery tet sorties can sow be weed for the 
prometion ef towriee by indiwidusl] euricipelitics. 


‘8. Page 209: Change “living” te “timing” eeter VI, A. 


49. Pege 273: The éreft tecemmends thet Howeton endertebe an eetensive 
tafermetion and educétion progres te promote recreation. Along 
these same lines it is recommended thet the Bereee of Gutéoor 
Recreation premete recreation on « netionel lewel eo thet the 
tapertence of recreation can be pieced in @ preper perepect ive 
slong with other services prowided. 


Tl. Specific Commente: Dellee-Ft. Worth Orban Reereetion Study. 


i. Sefer te Section I of thie ettechwent fer general review comments 
eppliceble te the Dellee-ft. Worth Urben Reereetion Study. 


2. tesed of input prewided at fecent Herth Central Teses Cowret! of 
Governments Committee “eeting, there exiete ineceurecies in sewerel 
tebles end iofersetion reported as factual. These errere will 
be subtitted ender seperate cower directiy throwgsh the Herth Central 
Teses Cowneil ef Gowernmente end showld be corrected in the final 
doc ment. 


3. Althowgsh the “Ares Deecrinttios” identified 11 cownties in the Dalles 
Pt. Werth OYSA, it ie wet clear 1) whet portion of the SEA te 
tepected by the etedy, end 2) why end how Delles, Ft. Worth, 

Grend Preirie end Plane wee chosen es being representative of the 
entire etedy eres. 
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‘. Pepe * “Senené for Tectest ion serwices etimilete ty thie grest® 
hee Gutetrippe’ the surely.” eed te elee eeeeeiete Seficite ott) 
the trent enone seey goweremente! eet ities and the private secter ie 
cote iebing (ow priority tor Geweloperst of feereetion erecs ant 
foectlicies 


5. Pepe 12 Reference ie wade te City of Belles recetotine 1 pereeee 
of ite lends free Gonetions, soerls 869.009.0097 te wolee heed te 
emetesicon BOP Tecteical Aesistemce Pregrae iewelving Genet ions ond 
ite @velilebilits ant the prece@eree foe ett eieing eoeiet ance 


+ Pege |) Whet ce ewerege emewet of federe!l fuente received be footeete 


? Page ?) “he ighberhoed reciderte eet imate? thet ec euch oc tel f of 
their tetel PeEPoeet bow OPP eT ewitiee were curpl ied be commerce ial 
fecilities.” Tt weeeld be teterecting te beew bow Geer feeidente sere 
ietertviewed end ohet theif reerpective eo ie-ec omembie Cherectetiotics 
were, i.@., 18 the seep le fepreceetaetive of the ehele etude ares of 
jeet cetteie neighborhoods” 


’ Pepe 27 “Dl thee? eech setivitiee ae golf anf te @1* ere prertded te 
beth the peblic on OF ivete eetitiee, hie wee & * «lowed oe bebee «@ 
eeepetitive relat ioesbhis Pereoee® wtine ef ivete faci. ities of thie 
eetete were thoeght fe ¢e ee for feeeeme Of Copewm tence ond ef ates, 
net for lect of eeperterity.” Tt eeeld be tetereeting te bnew the 
besie for thie come lesion 


a Peee 275 “Se @ fPeeelt of hie weltiele eee, eee eeitice for wetter 
releted teereetion be the fegiee efe eeoelleet.” eference te the 
TOR? reflects evieting wetet surfeee sere Geficite with significant 
need for boot faeeee Thee, @hiheoed) wetet cerlieee eere needs may 
not be erceesive, leet of seeweetbility te exieting weter surface 
ecree if comeidered significant, eet esocelleet be ef seers 


16 Peee 2 “Letreetiv, it te thee thet tee such empheci«a is pleced 
of fee- ether afeee if Some pregtrarme, perticwlerly the Lend end Veter 
Cenreervetion feed.” Te eeteelite, SOR hee feoer@e te werife thet thie 

l, otra Secontiy, elleettions ere 

Geperdert oF oF oe peet Swhrittele, and thiedls, «@ fewtew of pre hect 

Sperevelie t° aed’ or seer the Dell ae? Worth Wetfre aree reflect 

Seeieteance ie he be gives Weeewite, Tewine, Plene, Demecerwille, 

Agliretem, ete Recommend BOR clerifty the eeteea!l siteuetioe ty 

Lbietine @1] pre leete ewer Phe life of the Lent ent Wetter OComeerwet tow 

Pert? thet here beew gether ioe? te all e@ebeietretion te the etudy eree 


seeurtetion is, firet of at 


ii Pease | “The federal ee veromert €@" ef courage © coperet iow aw ng 
bu? io fieme fer fPecieore! feereetiowe! feetlitiee he several were 
ty fe fir review ef tederells lLem@ed reeteet ion ere wewete be @ 
feciormel seenmey Ooch @f Fhe coupe i! of fSower ements emer @ Pr eceoe 
Sivrilet te thet eatedliathed by the Of fice of “eneeeneet and fetget 
Cireuwl@er 4-95. fegiemel eoerdingtion eas be seecommlioned ty 
rer iemel efficiels The wer thie te writtes, 6 eemlé eeee the ereeeee 
1e fet cofFreetiv te evietenee (e.¢., @ Preeece ctedler te OF 


Cifeuwlar AeD>) 


Seterence te Che BS Grente- te 600 Gemeel, Sec.1.1, cheery ° 
“ell pre beet prepceelc epereered ty Bate egenetee of bece! erite of 
grwrererert meet be reviews? be be OF Cireeler & #3 Clear tnghewse «) 


2. Page 2% etereere te aete te formation of « ceptions! pert eutherite 


Peepers. bil te Comm (lee sewers fre eeet seemed & 
te Geveloe ot operete feereet bow areee ant feed) bt bee. 
etetet thet Sher felt the boeee of @ Peg henel pare authority te ‘wetered 
fue” © the Delleett. Soreh Oebee Recreet ioe State. 


13 Peer 7) 66 feghbene!l pert plese te beewtifie? ee betes @ Significant 
soot) = =6f brome oleae’ of Che ceoeet ETON’ Commattce Geeting comeerred 
oie) Phie Timtine, bee betiee OO of ett seehere oe well os becel 
ferpresertet ives Thee @)! agreed thet oupe ls Geren’ -eeet@e geet be 
bert ified wht e@tebl iehet Peg bome! er ieritice. Of apeetel sete te 
the feet het thee ol Om cerret het bf be the federal gewerenert« 
Preperethi lity te feeetite © Peehone! Sere flee ent related plese ont 
plein Feceirerert eet@elinee bf ofGer te participate te federal 
fecteet ion famt ing progr ere 


“. fore * 8 (“Te Belles, 6” of Che tetel pregree eepentitere...”. ff te 
wot cleet wich empentitere te being referenced. 


14. Pese 3) = "De Bewt® Dellee, Sheee pereere witheet privately cuned 
wehiclee bet we” (208 Ff Sreblewe wtth) eoeeee te...” 


“. rege 1 "8. Pighwey 7)" Gheelé reed “leteretete Higteey ©". 


7. tee tt t¢ wetted thet “Whe ferie@ietiowe be the efety eree Ge 
wot hewe the capebility te com@ect te-deeth receerch e¢ fe reereet tone! 
weeds te theif feepective rece.” Tt te fPeoermented PRhet jet iediet bore 


Gesiring te com@oct in@eeth reseere® @s fe Feereetionse, seeds endeerer 
te seek eecietence throng? Teeee Aa Dei vereity end or Teeee Tech Deteeretty. 


iF fosoe © 8 “Thete ofe me ofete of fe@ere!l perhe te fhe bemetiete eree 
of Dellee- Tt Werth.” Fellowes fie etetemert, the GQeeument identifies 
Lobe Whitees ort Cleburne State Perte” both within one beet Of Griving 
tive.” Lebe Sheetal Welle Stete Pere be Perher OCoenty ent Portie Cree 
Siete Pere be Heeterece ent Hee Dente Cowet ioe cheeld be e@@e@ te the 
liet of Deete Pere, 


1. Pege 4? S server teieels teree senor of Hheee perte ore within welbing 
dieterce “ Of Whew’ 


20° Pose % “Bowe ilic feeeerecee be temetiete seed of preteetios fer pert 
end rectest ioe perpeses were tdewtified by fhe cities ané cthet commoerned 
ergerizcations ~ The Department, #8 @ comcernet organ eetion, ident ified 


© erber ene "OS cereal sigeificent seterel ereee leewted be the Brete. 


Se cheelé ineute fhet ofl TUR? listed setarel erees loceted te the 
Deliles-**t. Gerth eftualy eres ere iGentified te Che Urber Study. 


beference Ghowlé siee te mate te Teese Treileers ant Trees Ustervers 


'*® teeete erees leceted te the etthee etude eree afte ident if ied 


ri lene “Tleee-ts perte--emel! seighbhertheund parts ere het the 
terviews fevesle® ae the priaery need of the temet-eity feetident .-+- 
theee perte weed be eneli. anewhe’l te | eevee be cies.” GPE etandard 
fot seigthtertoed parte is 5 te 22 acres 


7" fage 6° “abe Pet Cleturwe te @ weter Coneerwetion pont’ (") ° 


73 fege % le fetereree te Lake Werth, 86 chowld be eoted Chet Corecel! 
bist Perce Bese ie of Che eewth eb@e of fhe lake 

de Peer 1) “This @geney is plampiee thefapeutic fecrestion center ' 

Whore evemey ic being Peferem af’ 


73 Poor 1h) Seferemce is made thet erebitectere! bertiere shaw ld be 


ee hiteche!’ is «¢ oo=e of ig ses Prosree fer Preventing ‘9 cditecty ec 
bertiers (‘henmete Bill ITl, Metiele 6°. Wermome Annotated Civil St etet ce) 


u Poor 1 he feted be Phe seetioe tithe, the betert te te Wieeuee 
fimtenee of oper etece anelpece ont frelete te freerections! deficiencies. * 
The TOPE a@erecees Geficite te the Dellee-?t, Werth study eres te erect 
Geter! ft 88 Peeommended thet theee fiedings be cited 


z? he b*Ppett ent comtf oetiow te wetet «dependent recreation end tiperias biete 
would be the release of water flewe @oweetrean from reserwoites foe these 
PerPpeees, owet ent showe wetter feleeoee for thet roots it 18 Segeeeted 
thet @¢ gerere!l feqecect for euch feleeoee be made te the final document 


28 Pege 14) h® e@2itione! peeetbility for fhe seeutdeitios of lente fee 
t #@not -of bewted recteetion might exist thrangh the isterwortings of 
the Retiorel Leviremmentel Pelices Act, Federal Weter Polletion Cont red 
het ome ©.5. Fieh ent Wil@lifte OCeerdinet bow Act 


Where Gevelorrert ieorlving @ water beady oeeurts and federe! funding oF 
fometfectiom is tewelwed, leeeee te fick and wildlife reeoereee mney be 
witigeted Se Phe setting eet@e of lant fer fick and wildlife ent releted 
rer reat tow The priseere tew fer euch eadtigetiow ic fhe Fick ant Wildlife 
Ceereinetion fet, at beietered be the 0.6. Fick amt Wildlife Serwtece 
hetivities tewelvine Pi tigetion te Texas mey feauite coerdinetion oy 

the Tewee Perte aad Wildlife Depart more 


7% Peer ja) Tt 18 Qeegeeted thet the prewiecioe be added thet fedora! 
ere me bes etovbdinvg fumdine for ewt@iviesior heetine dewelomment mabe their 
ford ing comtimeceet apee the @Gewelopers setting e¢'6e ef ete euete @nearmt 
ef greer>elt (oper epece) eree withie the dewelopment te seeonmedet « 
the resi@ermees 


13 


3%. The Dallas-Fort Worth Study draft analyzes the recreational trails 
potentials of the various rivers and streams in the study eres, 
and also points out the canceing potentials of the Clear Fork of the 
Trinity River. However, the river floating potentials of the East 
end Ele Forks and Main Stream of the Trinity River an‘ of Denton Creek 
are mot mentioned. These potentials should be séddressed, particularly 
the potentials for tying these rivers and creeks together as an urben 
canoe trail systen. 


It is hoped that time will allow the Bureau to make necessary changes so that the 
subject urban study reports can better reflect the recreational situation ard 
problems in Texas’ standard consolidated statistical areas in accordance witha 
the intent of Public Law 94-422. 
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APPENDIX C: 
AGENCIES AND INTERESTED PERSONS CONSULTED 


During the course of the Houston-Galveston Urban Recreation Study, 
continuous efforts were asde to involve numerous public and private 
agencies, organizations and individuals. Following is a summary of 
the contacts and meetings. 


Preceding the initiation of field work, notification of the study 
was sent to the following: 


Mayors: 

*Houston Nassau Bay 

*Calves ton Bunker Hill Village 
Texas City Hunters Creek Village 
*Baytown Seabrook 

*Pasadena Hedwig Village 
*Bellaire Spring Valley 

West University Place Piney Point Villege 
*Deer Park Loma x 

South Houston La Marque 

Galena Park *Richmond 

Jacinto City 

La Porte 


County Judges: 


Harris County 
Brazoria County 
Liberty County 
Waller County 
Fort Bend County 

*Lalveston County 
‘“wntgomery County 


Federal Agencies: 


*Army Corps of Engineers 

Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Park Service 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Department of Commerce 


State of Texas: 


Governor's Office 

*Parks and Wildlife Dept. 

General Land Office 

*Houston-Galveston Area Council of Governments 


*Responded to notification. 115 


January 6, 1977 


Topic: 


Hous ton 


General discussion of the mandated study; recreation problems 


and concerns in the Houston-Galveston area. 


Participants: 


Pepresentative 


Member 
Representative 
Member 
Representative 
Member 
Representative 
Representative 
Representative 


. Director 
. Grants Planner 


Representative 


. Representative 


Representative 


. Representative 
. Assistant Director 


Representative 
Representative 


. Assistant Director 
. Representative 
Curator of Education 


Director 


Supt. of Recreation 


Supt. of Parks 
Representative 
Representative 
Representative 
Representative 
Ase istant 

Rpiesentat ive 


. Pepresentative 


President 


. Representative 
. Environmental Assistant 


Vice President 


. Parks Planner 
. Representative 


Director 


. Community Planne, 
. Representative 
. Acting ead 


. Division Chief 
. Outdoor Recreation Planner 


Statewide Coordination Section, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Citizens Environmental Coalition 
Harris Co. Community Development 
Audubon Society 

Harris Co. Judge's Office 

Houston Urban Bunch 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Houston City Planning Dept. 

Houston City Planning Dept. 
Community Development, City of Bellaire 
City of Galveston 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. 

Texas General Land Office 

Harris Co. Parks Planning Office 
Houston Independent School District, 
Outdoor Learning Center 

Harris Co. Dept. of Education 
Chambers County 

Houston Parks Dept. 

Houston Parks Dept. 

Houston Zoo 

Baytown Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Baytown Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Baytown Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Cypress Creek Parkway Project 

East End Park 

Houston Independent School District 
Harris Co. Commissioner's Office 
Harris Co. Judge's Office 

City of West University 

Rice University School of Architecture 
Zoological Society of Houston 
Houston Botanical Gardens 
Congressman Eckhardt's Office 

Bayou Preservation Association 
Harris Co. Park Planning Office 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service 
Galveston Co. Parks Dept. 
Houston-Galveston Area Council of 
Governments 

Houston-Galveston Area Council of 
Governments 

Comprehensive Planning Branch, Texas 
Parke and Wildlife Dept. 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


February 7, 1977 
Fous ton 


M*jor topic: Urban recreation problems relating to the center city area 
of Houston, primarily Third Ward. 


Participants: 


~ 
> 


Representative 
2. Representative 
Executive Director 


«+. Parks Planner 

- Assistant Director 
- Environmental Assistant 
Representative 
Planning Consultant 
Division Chief 
0. Outdoor Recreation Planner 


~~ © @ = & 


Citizen's Environmental Coalition 
Community Development Office 

Houston Residents Citizen Participation 
Commission 

Harris County 

Houston Parks Department 

Office of Congressman Eckhardt 

Houston Parks Department 

Towncepts Associates 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
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February 8, 1977 
Hous ton 


Major topic: The urban recreational programs, problems, and seeds of 
special groups vithia the Houston-Calveston Ares. 


Participants: 


i. Project Director 
2. Representative 
3. Chairman 


4. Representative 
5. Member 

6. Director 

7. Representative 

8. Area Coordinator 


9. Representative 
10. Representative 
ll. Representative 
12. Representative 
1>. Chairman 


l+. Representative 

15. Director 

16. Representative 

17. District Ranger 

18. Planning Consultant 
19. Director 


20. Division Chief 
21. Qutdoor Recreation Planner 


Fort Bend Co. Senior Citizen Project 
Southwest Wheelchair Athletic Association 
Aging Programs Advisory Committee of 

BGAC 

Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Harris Co. Council of Organizations 
Martin Lucher King, Jr. Community Center 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center 
Houston Resident Citizen Participation 
Commission 

Operation Breadbasket of Texas, Inc. 
Coalition for Barrier-Free Living 

Texas Rehabilitation Commission 

Houston Metropolitan Ministries 

Houston Resident Citizen Participation 
Commission 

Community Organization Planning Service 
Progressive Amature Boxing Association 
Galveston County 

U.S. Porest Service 

Towncep*s Associates 

Professional United Leadership League, 
Inc. 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


February 6, 1977 


The scope of environmental education program in the 


Rouston-Galveston area; the problems, seeds and poten- 
tial solutions in dealing with such program. 


Bous ton 
Major topic: 
Participants: 

1. Curator cf Education 
2. Qutdoor Education 
Specialist 

3. Individuals 

S. Asset. Director 
5. Director 

6. Director 

7. Representa!‘ ve 
Ss. Director 

9. Individual 

19. Division Chief 


. Outdoor Recreation Planner 


Houston Zoological Cardens 
Texas Sowthern University 


City of Houston 

Outdoor Learning Center, Houston 
Independent School District 

Museunm of Natural Science 

Division of Development and Research, 
Houston independent School District 
Houwston-Galveston Area Council 

Houston Arboretua 

City of Bellaire 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
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February 9, 1977 


Recreation problemas associated with relatively undeveloped 


counties and communities being impacted by a high rate of 
growth and rapid development. 


Rosenberg 

Major topic: 

Participants: 

l. Representative 

2. Mayor 

3. Director 

4. Representative 

5. Director 

6. City Manager 

7. Individual 

8. Recreation Specialist 

9. Director 

10. District Conservationist 
ll. Individual 

12. Division Chief 

1}. Outdoor Recreation Ple-ner 


U.S. Soil Comserwation Service, Sosenbers 
City of Rosenberg 

Parks and Recreation Dept., City of 
Nassau Bay 

Texas Dept. of Highways 

Park and Recreation Dept., City of 
Rosenberg 

City of Richmond 

City of Sealy 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Temple 

Austin Co. Soil and Water Conservation 
District 

Coastal Plain Soil and Water Conser- 
vat.om District 

City of Rosenberg 

Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
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February 10, 1977 
Calveston 


Major topic: 


Participants: 


Professor 
Professor 


President 

Member 

Coun -1 lvoman 
Community Planner 
Member 

Member 
Representative 


. Commissioner 

. Acting City Manager 

. Superintendent of Parks 
. Director 


. Cownci lasn 

. Member 

. Representative 

. Marine and Safet~ 


Consultant 


. Representative 
. County Judge 

. Representative 
. Representative 


. Representative 
. Recreation Planner 


. Trustee 

. Director 

. Director 

. Individual 

. Individual 

. Individual 

. Division Chief 

. Outdoor Recreation Planner 


Recreation problems and needs in the Galveston Ares. 


Parks and Recreation Dept., Te..s 
AGM University 

Parks and Recreation Dept., Texas 
AGM University 

League of Women Voters 

League of Women Voters 

City of Galveston 

Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Committee for Pier 19 

Sierra Club, Galveston Regional Croup 
Texas City Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Galveston City Planning Commission 
Galveston 

City of Calveston 

Parks and Recreation Dept., City of 
Galveston 

City of Galveston 

Galverton Parks Boa: d of Trustees 
alveston Marine Affairs Council 
Seabrook 


KCBC News 

Galveston Cownty 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Galveston 
Di-trict 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Galveston 
District 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Galveston 
District 

Galveston Cownty Beach Parks Board 
Galveston Co. Cultural Arts Council 
Galveston Co. Beaches and Parks Dept. 
City of La Marque 

City of Dickinson 

City of Calveston 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuyuerque 
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April 15, 1977 
Hous ton 
Major topic: Methodology of study; especially neighborhood analyses. 


Participants: 

i Represent ative Houston-Galweston Area Council 

2 Planner for ‘ging Houston-Galveston Area Council 

3. Community Planner Hous ton-Galveston Area Council 

4. Representative National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

> Representative Rational Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

6 Representative Rational Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

7 Study Team Meaber Rational Park Service, Denver Service 
Center 

S. Study Team Menber National Park Service, Santa Fe 

9. Study Director Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Washington, dD.‘ 

at’. Assistant Regional Director Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 

ll. Division “hief Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


12. Outdoor Recreation Planner Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
1}. Outdoor Recreation Planner Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation, Albwowerque 


Mey 25, 1977 


tious ton 
Topic: General status report on the Houston-Calveston study, including 
éiscussion of some of the identified probless and potential 
solutions. 

Participants: 

1. Representative Houston Comeaunity Development Office 

2. Planner Howston Community Development Office 

}. Representative U.S. Forest Service 

4. Representative Sem Houston State University 

5. Priest Catholic Church 

6. Representative Houston League of Women Voters 

?. Plammer for Aging Houston-Calveston Area Council 

8. Director Martin Lether King, Jr. Community Center 

9. Representative Martin Lether King, Jr. Community Center 

10. Executive Director Urban Resources Center, Texas Southern 
Univ. 

ll. D.rector of Research Urban Resources Center, Texas Southern 
Univ. 

l2. Representative U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

1}. Grants Planner City of Galwvestor 

14. Director Baytown Parte Dept. 

15. Representative SER, Jobe for Progress, Inc. 

i6. Parks Planner Harris Co. Parks Planning Dept. 

1?. Community Planner (Parks) Houston-Galveston Area Council 

1+. Community Planner Howston-Galvestor Area Council 

(Flood Control) 

1%. Director Fouston reacts and Recreation Dept. 

20. Assistant Director Howston Parke ond Recreation Dept. 

21. Planner Houston Parke and Recreation Dept. 

-. Meighborhord Coordinators Houston Community Development Office 

23. Representative Texas Parke and Wild!i’s Dept. 

24. Representative U.S. Seil Conservation Service 

25. Assistant Director Outdoor Learning Center, Houston 
Independent School District 

26. Representative National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

27. Representative National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

28. Stedw Team Member National Park Service, Deawer Service 


Center 


29. Asstetant Regional Director 
3}. Owtdoor Recreation Planner 
1. Planning Assistant 


Bureau of Owtdoor Recreati.a, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


Meetings with Individuals and Organizational Representatives 


Date/ Place 


1. March 6, 1977 
hows Con 


ey 
> 


March 9, 1977 
Rous ton 


1. March 9, 1977 
Hous ton 


&. Merch 10, 1977 
Galveston 


5. Merch 10, 1977 
Galveston 


6. March 11, 1977 
Galveston 


~s 
. 


March 11, 1977 
Calveston 


8. March 14, 1977 
Calveston 


9. March 14, 1977 
Calveston 


10. March 16, 1977 
Hous? on 


1’. Mereh 28, 1977 
Hows ton 


12. Merch 28, 1977 
Hows ton 


1}. Mareh 29, 1977 
Rouston 


Tit Le/ Organi zat ion 


Director, Professional 
United Leadership League 


President, Elementary 
School PTA 


Self-employed business- 
man 


Principal, public 
school 


Secretary, school 
dietrict 


Director, senior 
citizen apartment 


comp lex 


Two high school 
seniors 


Principal, elementary 
schoo] 


Member, League of 
United Latin American 
Citiagns (LULAC) 


Director, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community 
Center 


Assistant Director 
Hows ton-Galveston Area 
Council 


Community Planner 
Howston-Galveston Area 
Cownet! 


Representative, Gulf 
Coast Community 
Services Aesoctat Lon 
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Topic 


Recreation for Lew 
income amdé/or éelinquen: 


youngsters 

Neighborhood laterwview 
Neighborhood interview 
Reighborhood Iaterview 


Neignborhood interview 


Recreation for senior 
citizens 


Recreation for teenagers 


Neighborhood interview 


Recreation on Galweston 
Island 


KReighborhood Interview 


General discussion eof 
study 


Open espace 
Study methodology 


Neighborhood Interview 


14. Merch 31, 1977 Meeber. Baevow Pre- Keigtborhood laterview 
hous 2 on servation Aseeociat lon 

15. Merch 31, 1977 Civil Engineer, Meighborhood latervie 
thous ton Rowsten Pert Authority 

16. April 1, 1977 Assietant Principal, Reighborhood latervie 
hous ton High School 

17. April 1, 1977 Adult Leader, Neighborheed latervie 
Aouston Cicl Scout Treo 

18. April 1, 1977 Director, Reighborheot laterview 
Houston Country Cle 

19. April 2, 1977 Aestetant Director Neighborhood Iaterview 
Houston Recteation Center 

20. April 4, 1977 Pelice Officer, ‘wvenile Crim, 
Rouston City of Bowstes Towth Actiwvities 

21. April 4, 1977 Several firemen, Neighborhood interview 
Rous ton City of Howsten 

22. April 5, 1977 Police Officer, City of Crime, delinquency, 
Calveston Galveston, Community recreat Lon 

Relations Division. 

23. April 6, 1977 Director, NAACP-Houston Federal role in 
Rous ton recreat Lon 

24. April 6, 1977 Meaber, Howeton Citi- Recreation needs in 
Houston zene Chenber of sinority communities 

Commerce 

25. April 2, 1977 Juvenile Court Judge, Juvenile crime; 
Heo us ton Harrie Cownty recreat Lon 

26. April 13, 1977 Director, lecal Recreation fer 
Ho us ton YMCA sinorities, tele ef YHCA 
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Grow apeting® with orgenisetions]) seabers and represent etiwes: 


Merch 6, 1977 

Rous t op 

Topic: Preblems te the Third Werd Communic 

Paerticipante: 

i. Divecter Mertio Lether Eing, Jt. Gommunity Conter 

2. BMivrecter Rowstee Resident Citizes Perticipeticos 
Commies lon 

3. Chairperses Rowstee Resident Citizen Participet ios 
Comms 88 Lon 

4. Area Coordinator fousten Community lewelopmest Office 

5. DBivieter Chief Burese of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


6. Outdoor Recreation Planner Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


Rei ghborhand Coordinator Houston Community Development Of fice 
Outdoor Recreation Planner Bureau of Cwutdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


Merch 16, 1977 

Rowstor 

Tepic: Meedy neighborhaod problem and pot ential 

Partictpante: 

i. Chairperson Moody Reighborhood Recreation Comittee 
2. Seaber Moody Meighborhend Re. reation Committ ee 
\. Perent Little Leegue 

‘. 

5. 


Merch 16, 1977 
Roust on 


Topic: Reguler apeting «f Moody Beighberheed (Community Deve lopment 
Area 11) Council 


Participate: 

1. Ubateon Officer Rowseton Meyer's Office 

2. Selghberheed Coordinator Houston Community Development Of fice 
3}. Cownec i lean City ef Rowsteon 

s. 15 veetdente Meedy Mei ghborthard 

5. 


Outdoor Recreation Pleener Bureau of Out door Recreat.on, Albuquerque 


Merch 29, 1977 
hows t on 
Tepic: Recreational and other problems is the Asgnolia nei gtborbaod. 


Perticipants 

1. Setgwbeorhand Coordinator Rigle~ “Souse (Reustia Commemity Development } 
2. Setgiherheood Pecilitater Ripley Howse (Howson Community Devel opment) 
). Seigtbertheoed Facilitator Ripley Howse (Howsten Community Devel opment ) 
4. Gut@eer Recrestion Planner SBuresu of OutGoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


April 3, i97? 


Ro ue t on 

Tepic: Preperation tor a wortshep te aseiet Bie .-ic orgenisations is 
applying for Pederal and state grants; ‘ation problem in 
the Magnolia nei ghborhand. 

Participants’ 

1. Director SER. Jobe for Progress 

2. Director Ceatro Chicane 

1. Representative Senior Citizens of Magnolias 

4. Representative La Clinica GCopewita de Panilia 

5. Representat.ve League of United Latin American Citirens 

6. Represent ative Chicane Human Service Workers Association 

’. Petieet Catholic Church 
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Meeting with Jurisdictional Representatives 


Date/City 

1. March 10, 1977 
Galveston 

2. March 10, 1977 
Galveston 

3. March 10, 1977 
Galveston 


4. April 5, 1977 
Galveston 


5. April 6, 1977 
Galveston 


6. April 7, 1977 
Houston 


7. April 7, 1977 
Hous ton 


8. April 12, 1977 
Houston 


9. March 7, 1977 
Houston 


Topic: 
analysis. 


Participants: 


Division Chief 


-wne 


Planner 


10. June 3, 1977 
Albuquerque, New 
Topic: 


Title/Organi zation 


Housing Planner 
Recreation Planner 


Outdoor Recreation 


Director, Galveston 
Park Board of Trustees 


Grants Planner, City 
of Galveston 


Director, City Parks 
and Recreation Dept. 


Acting City Manager 
Galveston 


Director, Galveston Co. 
Beaches & Parks Dept. 


Planner, Houston Parks 
and Recreation Dept. 


Captain, Houston Park 
Police 


Parks Planner, Harris 
Co. Parks Planning Dept. 


Topic 


Po.ential neighborhood 
for analysis; budgetary 
data 


Budget data, 
organizational data 


Jurisdictional analysis 
data 


Budget intcrmation, 
jurisdictional analysis 
data 


Jurisdictional analysis 
data 


Jurisdictional analysis 
data 


Role and problems of 
park police 


Jurisdictional data 


Overview of stugy; choice of potential neighborhood for 


Houston Community Development Office 
Houston Community Development Office 


Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


Mo xico 


Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 


Houston-Galveston Urban Recreation Study, jurisdictional 


data including park planning, budgetary information, 
citizen input, etc. 


Participants: 


l. Director 
2. Asst. Directo 


Houston Parks and Recreation Dept. 
r Houston Parks and Recreation Dept. 
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3. Regional Director Bureau of Outdoor Recre.tion, Albuquerque 


4. Assistant Regional Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Director 

5. Outdoor Recreation Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Albuquerque 
Planner 

6. Outdoor Recreation Bureau of Outdoor “ecreation, Albuquerque 
Planner 


Special Conferences Attended by Urban Study Team Menbers 


1. May 19-20, 1977 
Dallas, Texas 
"Urban Social Services: The Challenge of the Future,” sponsored by 
the city of Dallas, Southern Methodist University, and the Zale 
Foundation. 


The purpose of this conference was to encourage a continuous dialogue 
concerning the adequacy of social services and the vay they are pro- 
vided. It addressed topics related to the condition of social ser- 
vices in the “Sunbelt” and the appropriate role of Federal, state, 
area-wide and local governmental groups, as well as private agencies 
in providing needed services. 


2. May 23, 1977 
Houston, Texas 
“Grovth: Its Problems and Opportunities” 


The purpose of the symposium was to establish a continuing dialogve 
among the leaders of the business, government, education and civic 
segments of the Houston, area community, so that Houston might take 
adequate advantage of its opportunities and find solutions to its 
problems. 


The preliminary draft report vas distributed to the follow.ng agencies, 
organizations, and individuals vith a request for comments «nd suggested 
revisions. 


Harris County Community Development Agency 
Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Houston Parks and Recreation Department 

Urban Resources Center, Texas Southern University 
National Park Service, Fe. Worth Office 
National Park Service, Denver Service Cente: 
River Oaks County Club 

Committee for Pier 19 

League of United Latin American Citizens 

10. Houston League of Women Voters 

ll. Galveston Park Board of Trustees 

12. Jobs for Progress of Houston, Inc. 

13. Houston Community Development Of fice 

14. Galveston League of Women Voters 

15. Dept. of Parks and Recreation, Texas A&M University 
16. U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Houston 

17. Holy Name Church 

18. Galveston District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1°. Harris Co. Parks Planning Dept. 

20. Harris Co. Judge 

2. U.S. Soil Conservation Service, .omball 

22. Dept. of Education, Texas Southern University 
23. Houston Zoological Garden 

24. Harris County Dept. of Education 

25. Citizens Environmental Coalition 

26. Professional United Leadership League, Inc. 
27. Houston Residents Citizen Participation Comission 
28. Community Organization Planning Service 

29. Mayor of Houston 

3%. City of Bellaire 

31. U.S. Forest Service, New Waverly 

32. Harris Co. Council of Organizations 

33. City of Deer Park 

M. Citizen, Pasadena 

35. Mayor of Galveston 

%. City ef Richmond 

37. Mayor of Pasadena 

48. U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Rosenberg 

19. Bayou Preservation Association 

40. Marine Consultant, Galveston 

41. Galveston Marine Affairs Council 

42. Sierra Club, Galveston 

43. Galveston Parks and Recreation Department 

44. Goals for Galveston 

45. Galveston County Judge 

46. Neighborhood Coordinator, Magnolia 

47. Neighborhood Coordinator, Heights and Moody 
48. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 


woow Ow & uw ty & 
> * . . > . . 


Houston Independent School District 
Harris County Juvenile Court Judge 
Galveston Co. Beaches and Parks Dept. 
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development 
Baytown Parks and Recreation Dept. 

City of Galveston 

Aging Programs Acvisory Council 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Temple 
Operation Breadbasket of Texas, Inc. 
Coalition for Barrier Free Living 
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Television Presentation 


On July 15, 1977, KUMT-TV (Chamnmel 8) im Houston featured 2 presenta- 
tion on the Houston-Calveston Urban Recreation Study. The hour-long 
programs included a telephone call-in so that viewers could ask a panel 

of local and Federal representatives questions concerning recreation 

and open space in their ares. The panel included the Director of the 
Houston Packs and Recreation Department, the Acting City Manager fros 
Galveston, the Director of the Galveston County Beaches and Parks Depart- 
ment, and the Assistant Regional Director of the Bureau of Outdoor Rec- 
reation, South Central Regional Office,and the Harris Cownty Parks Planner. 


Im conjunction with the television program, approx‘mstely 2,090 copies 
of an informational brochure were distributed in the Houston-Celveston 
SCSA. The brochure summarized the study efforts, highlighted tindings, 
and advised the reader of the date and time of the television presente- 
tion. 


The analysis of the six selected neighborhoods in the city of Howston 
were accomplished with the assistan-e of the Urban Resources Center, 
Texas Southern University. 
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Cu 8 Gove emere mrtg Off ee (8) 6334) Seger @ 


As the Natron § primognel comservetion agency the Department of the tmtercor has hesn 
FeEpOnsdr | tes to protect end cComemerve aur land and weter energy and wurerats figh 
ard widiite parts and recreation areas and to emaure the wise use of af! these 
resources The uepertmme | siso has @ mayor reaporedelity for Amernman indian 
reservation comwmowtes and fo peaplie who lve om istand Territeres under U § 

rh) ereeetr at ran 


Putri ator serves were prowded try the ¢ errs and ed:tor:a staffs of the 
Netronae! Part Serwee Denver Gerwoe Comter NPS 1213 
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